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TO MY DEAR WIFE,

 

I DEDICATE THIS BOOK,

IN TOKEN OF MY APPRECIATION OF HER GENTLE AND TENDER

KINDNESS TOWARDS ALL ANIMAL LIFE,

MORE PARTICULARLY

"THE CAT."



PREFACE.

"What is aught, but as 'tis valued?"

Troilus and Cressida, Act II.

The following notes and illustrations of and respecting the Cat are the outcome of over
fifty  years'  careful,  thoughtful,  heedful  observation,  much  research,  and  not  unprofitable
attention to the facts and fancies of others. From a tiny child to the present, the love of Nature
has been my chief delight; animals and birds have not only been objects of study, but of deep and
absorbing interest. I have noted their habits, watched their ways, and found lasting pleasure in
their companionship. This love of animal life and Nature, with all its moods and phases, has
grown with me from childhood to manhood, and is not the least enjoyable part of my old age.

Among animals possibly the most perfect, and certainly the most domestic, is the Cat. I
did not think so always, having had a bias against it, and was some time coming to this belief;
nevertheless, such is the fact. It is a veritable part of our household, and is both useful, quiet,
affectionate, and ornamental. The small or large dog may be regarded and petted, but is generally
useless; the Cat, a pet or not, is of service. Were it not for our Cats, rats and mice would overrun
our house, buildings, cultivated and other lands. If there were not millions of Cats, there would
be billions of vermin.

Long ages of neglect,  ill-treatment,  and absolute  cruelty,  with little  or no gentleness,
kindness,  or training,  have made the Cat self-reliant;  and from this emanates  the marvellous
powers of observation, the concentration of which has produced a state analogous to reasoning,
not unmixed with timidity, caution, wildness, and a retaliative nature.

But should a new order of things arise, and it is nurtured, petted,  cosseted, talked to,
noticed,  and  trained,  with  mellowed  firmness  and  tender  gentleness,  then  in  but  a  few
generations much evil that bygone cruelty has stamped into its often wretched existence will
disappear, and it will be more than ever not only a useful, serviceable helpmate, but an object of
increasing interest, admiration, and cultured beauty, and, thus being of value, profitable.

Having said this much, I turn to the pleasurable duty of recording my deep sense of the
kindness of those warm-hearted friends who have assisted me in "my labour of love," not the
least among these being those publishers, who, with a generous and prompt alacrity, gave me
permission  to  make  extracts,  excerpts,  notes,  and  quotations  from  the  following  high-class
works,  their  property.  My  best  thanks  are  due  to  Messrs.  Longmans  &  Co.,  Blaine's
"Encyclopædia of British Sports;" Allen & Co., Rev. J. F. Thiselton Dyer's "English Folk-lore;"
Cassell & Company (Limited),  Dr. Brewer's "Dictionary of Phrase and Fable," and "Old and
New London;" Messrs. Chatto & Windus, "History of Sign-boards;" Mr. J. Murray, Jamieson's
"Scottish Dictionary,"  and others.  I  am also indebted  to Messrs.  Walker  & Boutal,  and The
Phototype Company, for the able manner in which they have rendered my drawings; and for the
careful printing, to my good friends Messrs. Charles Dickens & Evans.

HARRISON WEIR May 5th, 1889.



PREFACE TO NEW EDITION.

"'Twas pitiful, 'twas wondrous pitiful."

Othello.

Some time has passed since I published my book, "Our Cats and all about them," in 1889,
and much has taken place regarding these household pets. All know as well as myself that each
and everything about us changes, nothing stands still; that which is of to-day is past, and that
which was hidden often revealed, sometimes by mere accident, at others by scientific research;
but one was scarcely prepared in any way for so wonderful "a find" as that of the large number of
"mummy" Cats at Beni Hassan, Central  Egypt.  They were discovered by an Egyptian fellah,
employed in husbandry, who tumbled into a pit which, on further examination, proved to be a
large  subterranean  cave  completely  filled  with  mummy Cats,  every  one  of  which  had been
separately embalmed and wrapped in cloth, after the manner of the Egyptian human mummies,
all being laid out carefully in rows; and here they had lain probably about three or four thousand
years. The "totem" of a section of the ancients, as is well known, was the Cat; hence when a Cat
died it was buried with due honours, being embalmed, and often decorated in various ways, and,
in short, had as much attention paid to it as a human being. It had long been believed that a Cat
cemetery existed on the east bank of the Nile, and in the autumn of 1889 the lucky Egyptian,
about 100 miles from Cairo, came unexpectedly upon it.

Immediately on "the find" becoming known, "specimen" mummy Cats were written for
to agents in Egypt, one friend of mine sending for four, and it appeared for a while that much
money would be realised by the owner of the cave or land in this way; but the number was too
great, and the prices and the interest gave way, and, sad to relate, these former "Deities" were
dug out of their resting-place by hundreds of thousands, and quickly sold to local farmers, being
used for enriching the land. Other lots found their way to an Alexandrian merchant, and were by
him sent to Liverpool on board the steamer Pharos and Thebes.

The consignment consisted of 19½ tons, and were sold by auction, mostly being bought
by a local "fertiliser" merchant.  The auction was only known to the trade, and the lots were
"knocked down" at the "giving away" sums of £3 13s. 9d., £3 17s., to £4 5s. per ton, the big and
the perfect ones being picked out for the museum and private collections. The broker who sold
used a head of one of these Cats in lieu of an auctioneer's hammer.  And now these tons of
"deified" Cats are used for manure, and in our English soil plants grow into them, and on them,
and of them; and, if it be true, as chemists assert, these plants take into their system that on which
they feed, and so, if so, possibly in our very bread that we have eaten, we have swallowed "a
little at a time part of if not the whole of a deified cat."

I made several endeavours to find out from those on the spot at Liverpool whether there
was any hair of colours in existence among the mass of bodies; but in no case could I succeed in
getting any, as I had hoped by this means to possibly come to some conclusion as to the kind or
breed. Of course, it  is well known from mummies  long in this country what form, size, and
general appearance the Egyptian possessed; but as yet, as far as I can learn, no one has found so
much, if any, of the fur as to be able to determine the colour.



Apropos with the above, as applying the bodies of the mummy Cats for manure, comes
the modern idea of keeping Cats for their fur. It is stated that a company has been formed in
America for that purpose in Washington, and an island of some size has been bought or leased
for the purpose. The intention is to raise entirely black Cats; and as their place of abode will be
surrounded by water, it is conjectured that after the first importation they will go on propagating
and producing only Cats of that beautiful though sombre dark hue. The Cats with which the
island is to be stocked are to be procured from Holland, where already the "industry"  is "at
work." So much so that a friend of mine, an elderly gentleman, sending to a furrier in Holland to
know what kind of fur he would recommend as the best for warmth, received the reply that Cats'
skins "were the most useful and warmest." A few days ago he called on me wrapped in a cloth
coat, with fur collar and cuffs, and lining throughout of black Cats' skins, and I am bound to say
that the general appearance was much in its favour; he also stated that he was in every way
perfectly satisfied.

By-the-bye, the Cat Company intend to feed their Cats on fish, which abound about the
shores  of  their  island,  and  so  they  affirm  the  food  will  cost  nothing,  and  their  profits
consequently be very large. But in this I hope they have been well informed as to the adaptability
of the Cat to feed entirely on fish, for of this I have my doubts; certainly those I have had did not
appear to thrive if they had fish too often.

Again, as the Cats are to roam the island at their "own sweet will," I take it there will be
at  times  some "damaging  of  fur"  by the  playful  way in which  they so  often  engage,  when
jealousy incites them to mortal combat. But possibly this has been considered and duly entered in
the "profit and loss" account.

While writing that portion of my book in which I referred to the superstitions connected
with the domestic Cat, and the amazing stories told of the witches' Cats, I felt convinced that in
those darkened and foolish times that the very fact of the wonderful faculty the Cat possesses of
applying what it observes to its own purposes was in some way the cause of the ignorant and
superstitious considering that it was "possessed" of an evil spirit. I therefore searched for proofs
among  the evidence  given at  the  trial  of  witches,  and was,  as  I  expected,  rewarded for  my
trouble. What a Cat would do now would not unreasonably be thought clever and showing much
sagacity, if not attributes of a deeper kind.

Yet I find that at a trial for witchcraft, the following questions were put to a man: "Well!
and what did you see?" "Well! I saw her Cat walk up and try to open the door by the latch."
"What  did you  do?" "I  immediately killed  it."  This,  which  is  now regarded as  an  everyday
example of the intelligence of the Cat, bore hardly in the evidence against the witch. Sir Walter
Scott, in his letter on "Demonology and Witchcraft," tells of "a poor old woman condemned, as
usual, on her own confession, and on the testimony of a neighbour, who deposed that he saw a
Cat jump in the accused person's cottage through the window at twilight, one evening, and that
he verily believed the Cat to be the devil,  on which precious testimony the poor wretch was
hanged."  One  more  note  and  I  leave  the  subject.  A  certain  carpenter,  named  William
Montgomery,  was so infested with Cats,  which,  as his servant-maid reported,  "spoke among
themselves," that he fell in a rage upon a party of these animals, which had assembled in his
house at irregular hours, and betwixt his Highland arms of knife, dirk, and broadsword, and his
professional weapon of an axe, he made such a dispersion that they were quiet for the night. In
consequence of his blows two witches are said to have died.



Since writing of the English wild Cat, I had the pleasure of meeting Mr. Francis Darwin
(brother of Mr. Charles Darwin) on board the steamboat going to St. Servan, when, in the course
of conversation, he informed me that a wild Cat was killed at Bramhope Moor Plantation, in
1841, a keeper having caught it in two traps.

In February of this  year,  1891, my kind friend,  Mr. Dresser,  of Orpington,  the well-
known naturalist, wrote to me to know whether I would like to have a kitten half-bred between
the British Wild Cat  and a domestic  she Cat,  which I  was unfortunately obliged to  decline,
fearing it would "make matters unpleasant" with what I had. He very kindly supplied me with the
following particulars forwarded to him by O. H. Mactheyer, Esq.: "Mr. Harrison Weir can see
the papa of the kitten at the Zoo.

"He is  a  young  Cat  (under  a  year  old,  we thought,  by  the  teeth).  He was  seen  one
moonlight  night in company with my 'stalker's'  small  lean black Cat,  right away in my deer
forest. We caught the papa in a trap after he had killed a number of grouse, and not being badly
hurt, I sent him to Bartlett at the Zoo. We are thoroughly up to real wild Cats here. I have caught
them forty-three inches from nose to tail-end; tails as thick at the point as at the root; the ears are
also differently set on. Martin Cats, Polecats, and Badgers are all extinct here, and it is ten years
since we got the last wild Cat, but three have been killed in this district this winter."

I insert the foregoing as being of much interest, it having been frequently stated that the
wild Cat will not mate with the domestic Cat. The kitten offered to me is now at Fawley Court,
Bucks.

Among the numerous letters I have received from America is one from Mrs. Mary A. C.
Livermore, of Cambridge, Mass., U.S.A., who writes: "I have just come possessed of a black
long-haired Cat  from Maine.  It  is  neither  Persian,  Angora,  nor Indian.  They are called  here
'Coon' Cats, and it is vulgarly supposed to be a cross between a common Cat and a 'Coon.' Mine
is a rusty bear-brown colour, but his relatives have been black and white, blue and white, and
fawn and white, the latter the gentlest, prettiest Cat I know. His tail is very bushy and a fine ruff
adorns his neck. A friend of mine has a pair of these Cats, all black, and the female consorts with
no one but her mate. Yet often she has in her litter a common short-haired kitten."

Since the above reached me, I have received from another correspondent in the United
States a very beautiful photograph of what is termed a "Coon" Cat. It certainly differs much from
the ordinary long-haired Cat in appearance; but as to its being a cross with the Racoon, such a
supposition is totally out of the question, and the idea cannot be entertained. The photographs
sent to me show that the ears are unusually large, the head long, the length being in excess from
the  eyes  to  the  tip  of  the  nose,  the  legs  and  feet  are  large  and  evenly  covered  with  long,
somewhat coarse hair, the latter being devoid of tufts between and at the extremity of the toes;
there are no long hairs of any consequence either within the ears or at their apex. The frill or
mane is considerable, as is the length of the hair covering the body; the tail is rather short and
somewhat thick, well covered with hair of equal length, and in shape like a fox's brush. The eyes
are large, round, and full, with a wild staring expression. Certainly, the breed, however it may be
obtained, is most interesting to the Cat naturalist, and the colour, as before stated, being peculiar,
must of course attract his attention independently of its general appearance.

Since the above was written, I have received the following from Mr. Henry Brooker, The
Elms,  West Midford,  Massachusetts,  United States  of America.  After  asking for information



respecting Cats of certain breeds, he says: "I have had for a number of years a peculiar strain of
long-haired Cats;  they come from the islands off the coast of Maine,  and are known in this
country as 'Coon' Cats. The belief is that they have been crossed with the 'Coon.' This, of course,
is untrue. The inhabitants of these islands are seafaring people, and many years ago some one on
his vessel had a pair of long-haired Cats from which the strain has sprung. There are few short-
haired cats on the island as there is no communication with the mainland except by boat. I want
to improve my strain and get finer hair than the Cats now have. Yellow Cats are the most popular
kind here, and I have succeeded in producing Cats of a rich mahogany colour with brushes like a
fox. They hunt in the fields with me, and my Scotch terriers and they are on the most friendly
terms."  This,  as  a  corroboration  of  the  foregoing  letters  and  the  photographs,  is,  I  take  it,
eminently satisfactory.

I have been shown a Siberian Cat, by Mr. Castang, of Leadenhall Market; the breed is
entirely new to me. It is a small female Cat of a slaty-blue colour, rather short in body and legs;
the head is small and much rounded, while the ears are of medium size. The iris of the eyes is a
deep golden colour, which, in contrast to the bluish colour of the fur, makes them to appear still
more brilliant; the tail is short and thick, very much so at the base, and suddenly pointed at the
tip. It is particularly timid and wild in its nature, and is difficult to approach; but, as Mr. Castang
observed, this timidity may be "because it does not understand our language and does not know
when it is called or spoken to." I think it would make a valuable Cat to cross with some English
varieties.

A correspondent writes: "In your book on Cats you do not mention Norwegian Cats. I
was in Norway last year, and was struck by the Cats being different to any I had ever seen, being
much stouter built, with thick close fur, mostly sandy, with stripes of dark yellow." I suppose I
am to infer that both the sexes are of sandy yellow colour. If so, I should say it is more a matter
of selection than a new colour. I find generally in the colder countries the fur is short, dense, and
somewhat woolly, and as a rule, judging from the information that I am continually receiving,
whole or entire colours predominate.

Large Cats are by some sought after. This, I take it, is a great mistake, the fairly medium-
sized Cat being much the handsomer  of the two, and they are generally also devoid of that
coarseness that is found apparent in the former; while small  Cats are extremely pretty,  and I
understand are not only likely to be "in vogue," but are actually now being bred for their extreme
prettiness. I have heard of some of these "Bantam" Cats being produced by that true and most
excellent fancier, Mr. Herbert Young, who not only has produced a Tortoiseshell Tom Cat on
lines laid down by myself, but is also engaged in breeding more, and I have not the least doubt
he will be most successful, he having so been in producing new colours and some of the finest
silver tabby short-haired Cats as yet seen; these short-haired Cats, in my opinion, far surpassing
for beauty any long-hair ever exhibited, and are certainly of a "sweeter disposition."

In my former edition of "Our Cats," I wrote hopefully and expectantly of much good to
be derived from the institution of the so-called National Cat Club, and of which I  was then
President; but I am sorry to say that none of those hopes or expectations have been realised, and I
now feel the deepest regret that I was ever induced to be in any way associated with it. I do not
care to go into particulars further than to say I found the principal idea of many of its members
consisted  not  so much in  promoting  the welfare  of  the  Cat  as  of  winning prizes,  and more
particularly their own Cat Club medals, for which, though offered at public shows, the public



were not allowed to compete, and when won by the members, in many cases the public were
thoughtlessly misled by believing it was an open competition. I therefore felt it my duty to leave
the club for that and other reasons. I have also left off judging of the Cats, even at my old much-
loved show at the Crystal  Palace,  because I no longer cared to come into contact with  such
"Lovers of Cats."

I am very much in favour of the Cats' Homes. The one at Dublin, in which Miss Swift
takes so much interest; the one in London, with Miss Mayhew working for it with the zeal of a
true "Cat lover"; and that where Mr. Colam is the manager, all deserve and have my sincerest
and warmest approbation, sympathy, and support, standing out as they do in such bright contrast
to those self-styled "Cat lovers," the National Cat Club.

HARRISON WEIR, F.R.H.S.

"IDDESLEIGH," SEVENOAKS,

March 12th, 1892.
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OUR CATS

AND ALL ABOUT THEM.



INTRODUCTORY.

After a Cat Show at the Crystal Palace, I usually receive a number of letters requesting
information. One asks: "What is a true tortoiseshell like?" Another: "What is a tabby?" and yet
another: "What is a blue tabby?" One writes of the "splendid disposition" of his cat, another asks
how to cure a cat scratching the furniture, and so on.

After  much consideration,  and also at  the request  of many,  I  have thought  it  best  to
publish  my  notes  on  cats,  their  ways,  habits,  instincts,  peculiarities,  usefulness,  colours,
markings, forms, and other qualities that are required as fitting subjects to exhibit at what is now
one of the instituted exhibitions of "The land we live in," and also the Folk and other lore, both
ancient and modern, respecting them.

It is many years ago that, when thinking of the large number of cats kept in London
alone, I conceived the idea that it would be well to hold "Cat Shows," so that the different breeds,
colours, markings, etc., might be more carefully attended to, and the domestic cat, sitting in front
of  the  fire,  would  then  possess  a  beauty  and an  attractiveness  to  its  owner  unobserved and
unknown because uncultivated heretofore. Prepossessed with this view of the subject, I called on
my friend Mr. Wilkinson, the then manager of the Crystal Palace. With his usual businesslike
clear-headedness, he saw it was "a thing to be done." In a few days I presented my scheme in full
working order: the schedule of prizes, the price of entry, the number of classes, and the points by
which they would be judged, the number of prizes in each class, their  amount,  the different
varieties of colour, form, size, and sex for which they were to be given; I also made a drawing of
the head of a cat to be printed in black on yellow paper for a posting bill. Mr. F. Wilson, the
Company's  naturalist  and show manager,  then took the matter in charge, worked hard,  got a
goodly number of cats together, among which was my blue tabby, "The Old Lady," then about
fourteen years  old,  yet  the best  in the show of its  colour and never surpassed, though lately
possibly equalled. To my watch-chain I have attached the silver bell she wore at her début.

My brother, John Jenner Weir, the Rev. J. Macdona, and myself acted as judges, and the
result was a success far beyond our most sanguine expectations—so much so that I having made
it a labour of love of the feline race, and acting "without fee, gratuity, or reward," the Crystal
Palace  Company generously presented  me with a  large  silver  tankard in token of their  high
approval  of  my exertions  on behalf  of  "the Company,"  and—Cats.  Now that  a  Cat  Club is
formed, shows are more numerous, and the entries increasing, there is every reason to expect a
permanent benefit in every way to one of the most intelligent of (though often much abused)
animals.





THE FIRST CAT SHOW.

On the day for judging, at Ludgate Hill I took a ticket and the train for the Crystal Palace.
Sitting  alone  in  the  comfortable  cushioned  compartment  of  a  "first  class,"  I  confess  I  felt
somewhat  more than anxious as to the issue of the experiment.  Yes; what would it  be like?
Would there be many cats? How many? How would the animals comport themselves in their
cages? Would they sulk or cry for liberty, refuse all food? or settle down and take the situation
quietly and resignedly, or give way to terror? I could in no way picture to myself the scene; it
was all so new. Presently, and while I was musing on the subject, the door was opened, and a
friend got in. "Ah!" said he, "how are you?" "Tolerably well," said I; "I am on my way to the Cat
Show." "What!" said my friend, "that surpasses everything! A show of cats! Why, I hate the
things; I drive them off my premises when I see them. You'll have a fine bother with them in
their cages! Or are they to be tied up? Anyhow, what a noise there will be, and how they will
clutch at the bars and try and get out, or they will strangle themselves with their chains." "I am
sorry,  very  sorry,"  said  I,  "that  you  do not  like  cats.  For  my part,  I  think  them extremely
beautiful, also very graceful in all their actions, and they are quite as domestic in their habits as
the dog, if not more so. They are very useful in catching rats and mice; they are not deficient in
sense; they will jump up at doors to push up latches with their paws. I have known them knock at
a door by the knocker when wanting admittance. They know Sunday from the week-day, and do
not go out to wait for the meat barrow on that day; they——" "Stop," said my friend, "I see you
do like cats, and I do not, so let the matter drop." "No," said I, "not so. That is why I instituted
this Cat Show; I wish every one to see how beautiful a well-cared-for cat is, and how docile,
gentle, and—may I use the term?—cossetty. Why should not the cat that sits purring in front of
us before the fire be an object of interest, and be selected for its colour, markings, and form?
Now come with me, my dear old friend, and see the first Cat Show."

Inside the Crystal  Palace stood my friend and I. Instead of the noise and struggles to
escape, there lay the cats in their different pens, reclining on crimson cushions, making no sound
save now and then a  homely  purring,  as  from time  to  time  they lapped the  nice  new milk
provided for them. Yes, there they were, big cats, very big cats, middling-sized cats, and small
cats, cats of all colours and markings, and beautiful pure white Persian cats; and as we passed
down the front of the cages I saw that my friend became interested; presently he said: "What a
beauty this is! and here's another!" "And no doubt," said I, "many of the cats you have seen
before would be quite as beautiful if they were as well cared for, or at least cared for at all;
generally they are driven about and ill-fed, and often ill-used, simply for the reason that they are
cats, and for no other. Yet I feel a great pleasure in telling you the show would have been much
larger were it not for the difficulty of inducing the owners to send their pets from home, though
you see the great care that is taken of them." "Well, I had no idea there was such a variety of
form, size, and colour," said my friend, and departed. A few months after, I called on him; he
was at luncheon, with two cats on a chair beside him—pets I should say, from their appearance.



This is not a solitary instance of the good of the first Cat Show in leading up to the
observation of, and kindly feeling for, the domestic cat. Since then, throughout the length and
breadth of the land there have been Cat Shows, and much interest is taken in them by all classes
of the community, so much so that large prices have been paid for handsome specimens. It is to
be hoped that by these shows the too often despised cat will meet with the attention and kind
treatment that every dumb animal should have and ought to receive at the hands of humanity.
Even the few instances of the shows generating a love for cats that have come before my own
notice are a sufficient pleasure to me not to regret having thought out and planned the first Cat
Show at the Crystal Palace.





HABITS.

Before attempting to describe the different varieties, I should like to make a few remarks
as to the habits and ways of "the domestic cat."

When judging, I have frequently found some of the exhibits of anything but a mild and
placid disposition. Some have displayed a downright ferocity; others, on the contrary, have been
excessively gentle, and very few but seemed to recognise their position, and submitted quietly to
their confinement. This is easily accounted for when persons are accustomed to cats; they know
what wonderful powers of observation the cat possesses, and how quickly they recognise the
"why and the wherefore" of many things. Take for instance, how very  many cats will open a
latched door by springing up and holding on with one fore-leg while with the other they press
down the latch catch, and so open the door; and yet even more observant are they than that, as I
have shown by a case in my "Animal Stories, Old and New," in which a cat opened a door by
pulling it towards him, when he found pushing it of no avail. The cat is more critical in noticing
than the dog. I never knew but one dog that would open a door by moving the fastening without
being shown or taught how to do it. Cats that have done so are numberless. I noticed one at the
last Crystal Palace Show, a white cat: it looked up, it looked down, then to the right and then a
little to the left, paused, seemed lost in thought, when, not seeing any one about, it crept up to the
door, and with its paw tried to pull back the bolt or catch. On getting sight of me, it retired to a
corner of the cage, shut its eyes, and pretended to sleep. I stood further away, and soon saw the
paw coming through the bars again. This cat had noticed how the cage-door was fastened, and so
knew how to open it.

Many cats that are said to be spiteful are made so by ill-treatment, for, as a rule, I have
found them to be most affectionate and gentle, and that to the last degree, attaching themselves to
individuals, although such is stated not to be the case, yet of this I am certain. Having had several
in my house at one time, I found that no two were the "followers" of the same member of my
family. But it may be argued, and I think with some degree of justice, Why was this? Was it only
that each cat had a separate liking? If so, why? Why should not three or four cats take a liking to
the same individual? But they seldom or never do, and for that matter there seems somewhat the
same feeling with dogs. This required some consideration, but that not of long duration. For I am
sorry to say I rapidly came to the conclusion that it was jealousy. Yes, jealousy! There was no
doubt of it. Zeno would be very cossetty, loving, lovable, and gentle, but when Lulu came in and
was nursed he retired to a corner and seized the first opportunity of vanishing through the door.
As soon as Zillah jumped on my knee and put her paws about my neck, Lulu looked at me, then
at her, then at me, walked to the fire, sat down, looked round, got up, went to the door, cried to
go out, the door was opened, and——she fled. I thought that Zillah seemed then more than ever
—happy.

Though jealousy is one of if not the ruling attributes of the cat, there are exceptions to
such a rule. Sometimes it may be that two or more will take to the same person. As an instance of
this I had two cats, one a red tabby, a great beauty; Lillah, a short-haired red-and-white cat; the
latter and a white long-haired one, named "The Colonel," were great friends, and these associated
with a tortoiseshell-and-white, Lizzie. None of these were absolutely house cats, but attended



more to the poultry yards and runs, looking after the chicken, seeing that no rats were about or
other "vermin," near the coops. Useful cats, very!

Mine was then a very large garden, and generally of an evening, when at home, I used to
walk about the numerous paths to admire the beauties  of the different  herbaceous plants,  of
which I had an interesting collection. Five was my time of starting on my ambulation, when, on
going out of the door, I was sure to find the two first-named cats, and often the third, waiting for
me, ready to go wherever I went, following like faithful dogs. These apparently never had any
jealous feeling.

Of all the cats Lillah was the most loving. If I stood still, she would look up, and watch
the expression of my face. If she thought it was favourable to her, she would jump, and, clinging
to my chest, put her fore-paws around my neck, and rub her head softly against my face, purring
melodiously all the time, then move on to my shoulder, while "The Colonel" and his tortoiseshell
friend Lizzie would press about my legs, uttering the same musical self-complacent sound. Here,
there,  and  everywhere,  even  out  into  the  road  or  into  the  wood,  the  pretty  things  would
accompany me, seeming intensely happy. When I returned to the house, they would scamper off,
bounding in the air,  and playing  with and tumbling  over  each other  in  the fullest  and most
frolicsome manner imaginable. No! I do not think that Lillah, The Colonel, or Lizzie ever knew
the feeling of jealousy. But these, as I said before, were exceptions. They all had a sad ending,
coming to an untimely death through being caught in wires set by poachers for rabbits. I have
ever regretted the loss of the gentle Lillah. She was as beautiful as she was good, gentle, and
loving, without a fault.

It may have been noted in the foregoing I have said that my cats were always awaiting
my coming. Just so. The cat seems to take note of time as well as place. At my town house I had
a cat named Guadalquiver, which was fed on horseflesh brought to the door. Every day during
the week he would go and sit ready for the coming of "the cat's-meat man," but he never did so
on the Sunday.  How it  was he knew on that  day that  the man did not  come I never  could
discover; still, the fact remains. How he, or whether he, counted the days until the sixth, and then
rested  the  seventh  from his  watching,  is  a  mystery.  A similar  case  is  related  of  an  animal
belonging to Mr. Trübner, the London publisher. The cat, a gigantic one, and a pet of his, used to
go every evening to the end of the terrace, on which was the house where he resided, to escort
Mr. Trübner back to dinner on his arrival from the City, but was never once known to make the
mistake of going to meet him on Sundays. And again, how well a cat knows when it is luncheon-
time! He or she may be apparently asleep on the tiles, or snugly lying under a bush basking in the
sun's warm rays, when it will look up, yawn, stretch itself, get up, and move leisurely towards
the house, and as the luncheon-bell rings, in walks the cat, as ready for food as any there.

Most cats are of a gentle disposition, but resent ill-treatment in a most determined way,
generally making use of their claws, at the same time giving vent to their feelings by a low growl
and spitting furiously. Under such conditions it is best to leave off that which has appeared to
irritate them. Dogs generally bite when they lose their temper, but a cat seldom. Should a cat dig
her claws into your hand, never draw it backward, but push forward; you thus close the foot and
render the claws harmless. If otherwise, you generally lose three to four pieces of skin from your
hand; the cat knows he has done it, and feels revenged. Some cats do not like their ears touched,
others their backs, others their tails. I have one now (Fritz); he has such a great dislike to having
his tail touched that if we only point to it and say "Tail!" he growls, and if repeated he will get up



and go out of the room, even though he was enjoying the comfort of his basket before a good
fire. By avoiding anything that is known to tease an animal, no matter what, it will be found that
is the true way, combined with gentle treatment and oft caressing, to tame and to make them love
you, even those whose temper is none of the best. This is equally applicable to horses, cows, and
dogs as to cats. Gentleness and kindness will work wonders with animals, and, I take it, is not
lost on human beings.

The distance cats will travel to find and regain the home they have been taken from is
surprising. One my groom begged of me, as he said he had no cat at home, and he was fond of
"the dear thing," but he really wanted to be rid of it, as I found afterwards. He took the poor
animal away in a hamper, and after carrying it some three miles through London streets, threw it
into the Surrey Canal. That cat was sitting wet and dirty outside the stable when he came in the
morning, and went in joyfully on his opening the door, ran up to and climbed on to the back of
its favourite, the horse, who neighed a "welcome home." The man left that week.

Another instance, and I could give many more, but this will suffice. It is said that if you
wish an old cat to stay you should have the mother with the kitten or kittens, but this sometimes
fails to keep her. Having a fancy for a beautiful brown tabby, I purchased her and kitten from a
cottager living two miles and a half away. The next day I let her out, keeping the kitten in a
basket before the fire. In half an hour mother and child were gone, and though she had to carry
her little one through woods, hedgerows, across grass and arable fields, she arrived home with
her young charge quite safely the following day, though evidently very tired, wet, and hungry.
After two days she was brought back, and being well fed and carefully tended, she roamed no
more.

The cat, like many other animals, will often form singular attachments. One would sit in
my horse's manger and purr and rub against his nose, which undoubtedly the horse enjoyed, for
he would frequently turn his head purposely to be so treated. One went as consort with a Dorking
cock; another took a great liking to my collie, Rover; another loved Lina, the cow; while another
would cosset up close to a sitting hen, and allowed the fresh-hatched chickens to seek warmth by
creeping under her. Again, they will rear other animals such as rats, rabbits, squirrels, puppies,
hedgehogs; and, when motherly inclined, will take to almost anything, even to a young pigeon.

At the Brighton Show of 1886 there were two cats, both reared by dogs, the foster-mother
and her bantling showing evident signs of sincere affection.

There are both men and women who have a decided antipathy to cats—"Won't have one
in  the  house  on  any  account."  They  are  called  "deceitful,"  and  some  go  as  far  as  to  say
"treacherous," but how and in what way I cannot discover. Others, on the contrary, love cats
beyond all other "things domestic." Of course cats, like other animals, or even human beings, are
very dissimilar, no two being precisely alike in disposition, any more than are to be found two
forms so closely resembling as not to be distinguished one from the other. To some a cat is a cat,
and if all were black all would be alike. But this would not be so in reality, as those well know
who are close observers of animal and bird life. Of course the gamekeeper has a dislike to cats,
more especially when they "take to the woods," but so long as they are fed, and keep within
bounds, they are "useful" in scaring away rats from the young broods of pheasants. What are
termed "poaching cats" are clearly "outlaws," and must be treated as such.



TRAINED CATS.

That cats may be trained to respect the lives of other animals, and also birds on which
they habitually feed, is a well-known fact. In proof of this I well recollect a story that my father
used to tell of "a happy family" that was shown many years ago on the Surrey side of Waterloo
Bridge.  Their  abode consisted of a large wire cage placed on wheels.  In windy weather  the
"breezy side" was protected by green baize, so draughts were prevented, and a degree of comfort
obtained. As there was no charge for "the show," a box was placed in front with an opening for
the purpose of admitting any donations from those who felt inclined to give. On it was written
"The Happy Family—their  money-box." The family varied somewhat,  as casualties  occurred
occasionally by death from natural causes or sales. Usually, there was a Monkey, an Owl, some
Guinea-pigs, Squirrels, small birds, Starlings, a Magpie, Rats, Mice, and a Cat or two. But the
story? Well, the story is this. One day, when my father was looking at "the happy family," a
burly-looking man came up, and, after a while, said to the man who owned the show: "Ah! I
don't see much in that. It is true the cat does not touch the small birds [one of which was sitting
on the head of the cat at the time], nor the other things; but you could not manage to keep rats
and mice in there as well." "Think not?" said the showman. "I think I could very easily." "Not
you," said the burly one. "I will give you a month to do it in, if you like, and a shilling in the
bargain if you succeed. I shall be this way again soon." "Thank you, sir," said the man. "Don't go
yet," then, putting a stick through the bars of the cage he lifted up the cat, when from beneath her
out ran a white rat and three white mice. "Won—der—ful!" slowly ejaculated he of the burly
form; "Wonder—ful!" The money was paid.

Cats, properly trained, will not touch anything, alive or dead, on the premises to which
they are attached. I have known them to sport with tame rabbits, to romp and jump in frolicsome
mood this way, then that, which both seemed greatly to enjoy, yet they would bring home wild
rabbits  they  had  killed,  and  not  touch  my  little  chickens  or  ducklings.



"The Old Lady"

When I built a house in the country, fond as I am of cats, I determined not to keep any
there, because they would destroy the birds' nests and drive my feathered friends away, and I
liked to watch and feed these from the windows. Things went pleasantly for awhile. The birds
were fed, and paid for their keep with many and many a song. There were the old ones and there
the young, and oft by the hour I watched them from the window; and they became so tame as
scarcely caring to get out of my way when I went outside with more food. But—there is always a
but—but one day, or rather evening, as I was "looking on," a rat came out from the rocks, and
then another. Soon they began their repast on the remains of the birds' food. Then in the twilight
came mice, the short-tailed and the long, scampering hither and thither. This, too, was amusing.
In the autumn I  bought  some filberts,  and put them into a  closet  upstairs,  went  to London,
returned, and thought I would sleep in the room adjoining the closet. No such thing. As soon as
the light was out there was a sound of gnawing—curb—curb—sweek!—squeak—a rushing of
tiny  feet  here,  there,  and  everywhere;  thump,  bump—scriggle,  scraggle—squeak—overhead,
above the ceiling,  behind the skirting boards, under the floor, and—in the closet. I lighted a
candle, opened the door, and looked into the repository for my filberts. What a hustling, what a
scuffling, what a scrambling. There they were, mice in numbers; they "made for" some holes in
the corners of the cupboard,  got jammed,  squeaked, struggled,  squabbled,  pushed, their  tails
making circles; push—push—squeak!—more jostling, another effort or two—squeak—squeak—
gurgle—squeak—more struggling—and they were gone. Gone? Yes! but not for long. As soon



as the light was out back they came. No! oh, dear no! sleep! no more sleep. Outside, I liked to
watch the mice; but when they climbed the ivy and got inside, the pleasure entirely ceased. Nor
was this all; they got into the vineries and spoilt the grapes, and the rats killed the young ducks
and chickens, and undermined the building also, besides storing quantities of grain and other
things under the floor. The result number one was, three cats coming on a visit. Farmyard cats—
cats that knew the difference between chickens, ducklings, mice, and rats. Result number two,
that after being away a couple of weeks, I went again to my cottage, and I slept undisturbed in
the room late the play-ground of the mice. My chickens and ducklings were safe, and soon the
cats  allowed the birds  to  be fed in  front  of  the window, though I  could  not  break  them of
destroying many of the nests. I never NOTICED more fully the very great use the domestic cat is to
man than on that occasion. All day my cats were indoors, dozy, sociable, and contented. At night
they were on guard outside, and doubtless saved me the lives of dozens of my "young things."
One afternoon I saw one of my cats coming towards me with apparent difficulty in walking. On
its near approach I found it was carrying a large rat, which appeared dead. Coming nearer, the cat
put down the rat. Presently I saw it move, then it suddenly got up and ran off. The cat caught it
again. Again it feigned death, again got up and ran off, and was once more caught. It laid quite
still, when, perceiving the cat had turned away, it got up, apparently quite uninjured, and ran in
another  direction,  and I  and the  cat—lost  it!  I  was  not  sorry.  This  rat  deserved his  liberty.
Whether it was permanent I know not, as "Little-john," the cat, remained, and I left.

The  cat  is  not  only a  very  useful  animal  about  the  house  and premises,  but  is  also
ornamental. It is lithe and beautiful in form, and graceful in action. Of course there are cats that
are ugly by comparison with others, both in form, colour, and markings; and as there are now cat
shows, at which prizes are offered for varieties, I will endeavour to give, in succeeding chapters,
the points of excellence as regards form, colour, and markings required and most esteemed for
the different classes. I am the more induced to define these as clearly as possible, owing to the
number  of  mistakes  that  often  occur  in  the  entries.





LONG-HAIRED CATS.

These are very diversified, both in form, colour, and the quality of the hair,  which in
some is more woolly than in others; and they vary also in the shape and length of the tail, the
ears, and size of eyes. There are several varieties—the Russian, the Angora, the Persian, and
Indian.  Forty or fifty years  ago they used all  to be called French cats,  as they were mostly
imported  from  Paris—more  particularly  the  white,  which  were  then  the  fashion,  and,  if  I
remember rightly, they, as a rule, were larger than those of the present day. Coloured long-haired
cats were then rare, and but little cared for or appreciated. The pure white, with long silky hair,
bedecked with blue or rose-colour ribbon, or a silver collar with its name inscribed thereon or
one of scarlet leather studded with brass, might often be seen stretching its full lazy length on
luxurious woollen rugs—the valued, pampered pets of "West End" life.



A curious fact relating to the white cat of not only the long but also the short-haired breed
is their deafness. Should they have blue eyes, which is the fancy colour, these are nearly always
deaf; although I have seen specimens whose hearing was as perfect as that of any other colour.
Still deafness in white cats is not always confined to those with blue eyes, as I too well know
from purchasing a very fine male at the Crystal Palace Show some few years since. The price
was low and the cat "a beauty," both in form, coat, and tail, his eyes were yellow, and he had a
nice, meek, mild, expressive face. I stopped and looked at him, as he much took my fancy. He
stared at me wistfully, with something like melancholy in the gaze of his amber-coloured eyes. I



put my hand through the bars of the cage. He purred, licked my hand, rubbed against the wires,
put his tail up, as much as to say, "See, here is a beautiful tail; am I not a lovely cat?" "Yes,"
thought I, "a very nice cat." When I looked at my catalogue and saw the low price, "something is
wrong here," said I, musingly. "Yes, there must be something wrong. The price is misstated, or
there is something not right about this cat." No! it was a beauty—so comely, so loving, so gentle
—so very gentle. "Well," said I to myself, "if there is no misstatement of price, I will buy this
cat," and, with a parting survey of its excellences, I went to the office of the show manager. He
looked at the letter of entry. No; the price was quite right—"two guineas!" "I will buy it," said I.
And so I did; but at two guineas I bought it dearly. Yes! very dearly, for when I got it home I
found it was "stone" deaf. What an unhappy cat it was! If shut out of the dining-room you could
hear its cry for admission all over the house; being so deaf the poor wretched creature never
knew the noise it made. I often wish that it had so known—very, very often. I am satisfied that a
tithe would have frightened it out of its life. And so loving, so affectionate. But, oh! horror, when
it called out as it sat on my lap, its voice seemed to acquire at least ten cat power. And when, if it
lost sight of me in the garden, its voice rose to the occasion, I feel confident it might have been
heard miles off. Alas! he never knew what that agonised sound was like, but I did, and I have
never forgotten it, and I never shall. I named him "The Colonel" on account of his commanding
voice.

One morning a friend came—blessed be that day—and after dinner he saw "the beauty."
"What a lovely cat!" said he. "Yes," said I, "he is very beautiful, quite a picture." After a while he
said, looking at "Pussy" warming himself before the fire, "I think I never saw one I liked more."
"Indeed," said I, "if you really think so, I will give it to you; but he has a fault—he is 'stone'
deaf." "Oh, I don't mind that," said he. He took him away—miles and miles away. I was glad it
was so many miles away for two reasons. One was I feared he might come back, and the other
that his voice might come resounding on the still night air. But he never came back nor a sound.
—A few days after he left "to better himself," a letter came saying, would I wish to have him
back? They liked it very much, all but its voice. "No," I wrote, "no, you are very kind, no, thank
you; give him to any one you please—do what you will with 'the beauty,' but it must not return,
never." When next I saw my friend, I asked him how "the beauty" was. "You dreadful man!" said
he; "why,  that cat  nearly drove us all mad—I never heard anything like it."  "Nor I," said I,
sententiously. "Well," said my friend, "'all is well that ends well;' I have given it to a very deaf
old lady, and so both are happy." "Very, I trust," said I.

The foregoing is by way of advice; in buying a white cat—or, in fact, any other-ascertain 
for a certainty that it is not deaf.



 

A short time since I saw a white Persian cat with deep blue eyes sitting at the door of a
tobacconist's, at the corner of the Haymarket, London. On inquiry I found that the cat could hear
perfectly, and was in no way deficient of health and strength; and this is by no means a solitary
instance.

 



MISS SAUNDERS' "TIGER."



THE ANGORA.

The Angora cat, as its name indicates, comes from Angora, in Western Asia, a province
that is also celebrated for its goats with long hair, which is of extremely fine quality. It is said
that this deteriorates when the animal leaves that locality. This may be so, but that I have no
means of proving; yet, if so, do the Angora cats also deteriorate in the silky qualities of their fur?
Or does it get shorter? Certain it is that many of the imported cats have finer and longer hair than
those bred in this country; but when are the latter true bred? Even some a little cross-bred will
often have long hair, but not of the texture as regards length and silkiness which is to be noted in
the pure breed. The Angora cats, I am told, are great favourites with the Turks and Armenians,
and the best are of high value, a pure white, with blue eyes, being thought the perfection of cats,
all other points being good, and its hearing by no means defective. The points are a small head,
with not too long a nose, large full eyes of a colour in harmony with that of its fur, ears rather
large than small and pointed, with a tuft of hair at the apex, the size not showing, as they are
deeply set in the long hair on the forehead, with a very full flowing mane about the head and
neck;  this  latter  should not  be  short,  neither  the  body,  which  should  be long,  graceful,  and
elegant, and covered with long, silky hair, with a slight admixture of woolliness; in this it differs
from the Persian, and the longer the better. In texture it should be as fine as possible, and also not
so woolly as that of the Russian; still it is more inclined to be so than the Persian. The legs to be
of moderate length, and in proportion to the body; the tail long, and slightly curving upward
towards the end. The hair should be very long at the base, less so toward the tip. When perfect, it
is an extremely beautiful and elegant object, and no wonder that it has become a pet among the
Orientals. The colours are varied; but the black which should have orange eyes, as should also
the slate colours, and blues, and the white are the most esteemed, though the soft slates, blues,
and the light fawns, deep reds, and mottled grays are shades of colour that blend well with the
Eastern furniture and other surroundings. There are also light grays, and what is termed smoke
colour; a beauty was shown at Brighton which was white with black tips to the hair, the white
being scarcely visible, unless the hair was parted; this tinting had a marvellous effect. I have
never  seen  imported  strong-coloured  tabbies  of  this  breed,  nor  do  I  believe  such  are  true
Angoras.  Fine  specimens  are  even now rare in  this  country,  and are  extremely  valuable.  In
manners and temper they are quiet, sociable, and docile, though given to roaming, especially in
the country, where I have seen them far from their homes, hunting the hedgerows more like dogs
than cats; nor do they appear to possess the keen intelligence of the short-haired European cat.
They are not new to us, being mentioned by writers nearly a hundred years ago, if not more. I
well remember white specimens of uncommon size on sale in Leadenhall  Market, more than
forty years  since;  the price usually was five guineas,  though some of rare excellence  would
realise double that sum.



 
MISS MOORE'S "DINAH."



MISS SAUNDERS' "SYLVIE."



THE PERSIAN CAT.

This differs somewhat from the Angora, the tail being generally longer, more like a table
brush in point of form, and is generally slightly turned upwards, the hair being more full and
coarser at the end, while at the base it is somewhat longer. The head is rather larger, with less
pointed ears, although these should not be devoid of the tuft at the apex, and also well furnished
with long hair within, and of moderate size. The eyes should be large, full, and round, with a soft
expression; the hair on the forehead is generally rather short in comparison to the other parts of
the body, which ought to be clothed with long silky hair, very long about the neck, giving the
appearance of the mane of the lion. The legs, feet, and toes should be well clothed with long hair
and have well-developed fringes on the toes, assuming the character of tufts between them. It is
larger  in  body,  and  generally  broader  in  the  loins,  and  apparently  stronger  made,  than  the
foregoing variety, though yet slender and elegant, with small bone, and exceedingly graceful in
all its movements, there being a kind of languor observable in its walk, until roused, when it
immediately assumes the quick motion of the ordinary short-haired cat, though not so alert. The
colours  vary  very  much,  and  comprise  almost  every  tint  obtainable  in  cats,  though  the
tortoiseshell is not, nor is the dark marked tabby, in my opinion, a Persian cat colour, but has
been got by crossing with the short-haired tortoiseshell, and also English tabby, and as generally
shows pretty clearly unmistakable signs of such being the case. For a long time, if not now, the
black was the most sought after and the most difficult to obtain. A good rich, deep black, with
orange-coloured eyes and long flowing hair, grand in mane, large and with graceful carriage,
with a mild  expression,  is  truly a very beautiful  object,  and one very rare.  The best I  have
hitherto seen was one that belonged to Mr. Edward Lloyd,  the great authority on all matters
relating to aquariums. It was called Mimie, and was a very fine specimen, usually carrying off
the first prize wherever shown. It generally wore a handsome collar, on which was inscribed its
name and victories. The collar, as Mr. Lloyd used jocosely to observe, really belonged to it, as it
was bought out of its winnings; and, according to the accounts kept, was proved also to have
paid for its food for some considerable period. It was, as its owner laughingly said, "his friend,
and not his dependent," and generally used to sit on the table by his side while he was writing
either his letters, articles, or planning those improvements regarding aquariums, for which he
was  so  justly  celebrated.



 

Next in value is the light slate or blue colour. This beautiful tint is very different in its
shades. In some it verges towards a light purplish or lilac hue, and is very lovely; in others it
tends to a much bluer tone, having a colder and harder appearance,  still  beautiful by way of
contrast; in all the colour should be pure, even, and bright, not in any way mottled, which is a
defect; and I may here remark that in these colours the hair is generally of a softer texture, as far
as I have observed, than that of any other colour, not excepting the white, which is also in much
request. Then follow the various shades of light tabbies, so light in the marking having scarcely a
right to be called tabbies; in fact, tabby is not a Persian colour, nor have I ever seen an imported
cat of that colour—I mean firmly, strongly marked with black on a brown-blue or gray ground,
until they culminate in those of intense richness and density in the way of deep, harmonious
browns and reds, yet still preserving throughout an extreme delicacy of line and tracery, never
becoming harsh or hard in any of its arrangements or colour; not as the ordinary short-haired



tabby.  The  eyes  should  be  orange-yellow  in  the  browns,  reds,  blues,  grays,  and  blacks.

 
MR. A. A. CLARKE'S "TIM."

As far as my experience extends, and I have had numerous opportunities of noticing, I
find this variety less reliable as regards temper than the short-haired cats, less also in the keen
sense of observing, as in the Angora, and also of turning such observations to account, either as
regards  their  comfort,  their  endeavour to  help themselves,  or in  their  efforts  to  escape from
confinement.

In some few cases I have found them to be of almost a savage disposition, biting and
snapping more like a dog than a cat, and using their claws less for protective purposes. Nor have



I found them so "cossetty"  in their ways as those of the "short-coats," though I have known
exceptions in both.

They are much given to roam, as indeed are the Russian and Angora, especially in the
country, going considerable distances either for their own pleasure or in search of food, or when
"on the hunt." After mature consideration, I have come to the conclusion that this breed, and
slightly  so  the  preceding,  are  decidedly  different  in  their  habits  to  the  short-haired  English
domestic cat, as it is now generally called.

It may be, however, only a very close observer would notice the several peculiarities
which I consider certainly exist. These cats attach themselves to places more than persons, and
are indifferent to those who feed and have the care of them. They are beautiful and useful objects
about the house, and generally very pleasant companions, and when kept with the short-haired
varieties form an exceedingly pretty and interesting contrast; but, as I have stated, they certainly
require more attention to their training, and more caution in their handling, than the latter. I may
here remark, that during the time I have acted as judge at cat shows, which is now over eighteen
years,  it  has been seldom there has been any display of temper in the short-haired breeds in
comparison with the long; though some of the former, in some instances, have not comported
themselves with that sweetness and amiability of disposition that is their usual characteristic. My
attendant has been frequently wounded in our endeavour to examine the fur, dentition, etc., of
the Angora, Persian, or Russian; and once severely by a "short-hair." Hitherto I have been so
fortunate as to escape all injury, but this I attribute to my close observation of the countenance
and expression of the cat about to be handled, so as to be perfectly on my guard, and to the
knowledge of how to put my hands out of harm's way. If a vicious cat is to be taken from one
pen to another, it must be carried by the loose skin at the back of the neck and that of the back
with  both  hands,  and  held  well  away  from  the  person  who  is  carrying  it.



 



THE RUSSIAN LONG-HAIRED CAT.

The above is a portrait of a cat given me many years ago, whose parents came from
Russia, but from what part I could never ascertain. It differed from the Angora and the Persian in
many respects. It was larger in the body with shorter legs. The mane or frill was very large, long,
and dense, and more of a woolly texture, with coarse hairs among it; the colour was of dark
tabby, though the markings were not a decided black, nor clear and distinct; the ground colour
was  wanting  in  that  depth  and  richness  possessed  by  the  Persian,  having  a  somewhat  dull
appearance. The eyes were large and prominent, of a bright orange, slightly tinted with green, the
ears large by comparison, with small tufts, full of long, woolly hair, the limbs stout and short, the
tail being very dissimilar, as it was short, very woolly, and thickly covered with hair the same
length from the base to the tip, and much resembled in form that of the English wild cat. Its
motion was not so agile as other cats, nor did it apparently care for warmth, as it liked being
outdoors in the coldest weather. Another peculiarity being that it seemed to care little in the way
of watching birds for the purpose of food, neither were its habits like those of the short-haired
cats that were its companions. It attached itself to no person, as was the case with some of the
others, but curiously took a particular fancy to one of my short-haired, silver-gray tabbies; the
two appeared always together. In front of the fire they sat side by side. If one left the room the
other followed. Adown the garden paths there they were, still companions; and at night slept in
the same box; they drank milk from the same saucer, and fed from the same plate, and, in fact,
only seemed to exist for each other. In all my experience I never knew a more devoted couple. I
bred but one kitten from the Russian, and this was the offspring of the short-haired silver tabby.
It  was black-and-white,  and resembled the Russian in  a large degree,  having a  woolly coat,
somewhat of a mane, and a short, very bushy tail. This, like his father, seemed also to be fonder
of animals for food than birds, and, although very small, would without any hesitation attack and
kill a full-grown rat. I have seen several Russian cats, yet never but on this occasion had the
opportunity of comparing their habits and mode of life with those of the other varieties; neither
have I seen any but those of a tabby colour, and they mostly of a dark brown. I am fully aware
that many cross-bred cats are sold as Russian, Angora, and Persian, either between these or the
short-haired, and some of these, of course, retain in large degree the distinctive peculiarities of
each breed. Yet to the practised eye there is generally—I do not say always—a difference of
some sort by which the particular breed may be clearly defined. When the prizes are given, as is
the case even at our largest cat shows, for the best long-haired cat, there, of course, exists in the
eye of the judge no distinction as regards breed. He selects, as he is bound to do, that which is
the best  long-haired cat in all points, the length of hair, colour, texture, and condition of the
exhibit being that which commands his first attention. But if it were so put that the prize should
be for the best Angora, Persian, Russian, etc., it would make the task rather more than difficult,
for I have seen some "first-cross cats" that have possessed all, or nearly all, the points requisite
for  that  of  the  Angora,  Persian,  or  Russian,  while  others  so  bred  have  been very deficient,
perhaps showing the Angora cross only by the tail and a slight and small frill. At the same time it
must be noted, that, although from time to time some excellent specimens may be so bred, it is
by no means desirable to buy and use such for stock purposes, for they will in all probability
"throw back"—that  is,  after  several generations,  although allied with thoroughbred, they will
possibly have a little family of quite "short-hairs." I have known this with rabbits, who, after
breeding short-haired varieties for some time, suddenly reverted to a litter of "long-hairs"; but



have not carried out the experiment with cats. At the same time I may state that I have little or no
doubt that such would be the case; therefore I would urge on all those who are fond of cats—or,
in fact, other animals—of any particular breed, to use when possible none but those of the purest
pedigree, as this will tend to prevent much disappointment that might otherwise ensue. But I am
digressing, and so back to my subject—the Russian long-haired cat. I advisedly say long-haired
cat, for I shall hereafter have to treat of other cats coming from Russia that are short-haired, none
which I have hitherto seen being tabbies, but whole colour. This is the more singular as all those
of the long-hair have been brown tabbies, with only one or two exceptions, which were black. It
is just possible these were the offspring of tabby or gray parents, as the wild rabbit has been
known to have had black progeny. I have seen a black rabbit shot from amongst the gray on the
South  Downs.

 
MISS MARY GRESHAM'S PERSIAN KITTEN, "LAMBKIN."



I do not remember having seen a white Russian "long-hair," and I should feel particularly
obliged to any of my readers who could supply me with further information on this subject, or on
any other relating to the various breeds of cats, cat-life and habits. I am fully aware that no two
cats are exactly alike either in their form, colour, movements, or habits; but what I have given
much  study  and  attention  to,  and  what  I  wish  to  arrive  at  is,  the  broad  existing  natural
distinctions  of  the  different  varieties.  In  this  way  I  shall  feel  grateful  for  any  information.

 

The above engraving and description of a very peculiar animal is from Daniel's "Rural Sports,"
1813:

"This Cat was the Property of Mrs. Finch, of Maldon, Essex. In the Account of this Lusus
Naturæ, for such it may be deemed, the Mother had no other Likeness to her Production, than her
Colour, which is a  tawny Sandy, in some parts lightly streaked with  black; She had this, and
another Kitten  like it, about  two Years since. The fellow Kitten was killed, in consequence of
being troublesome, to the Mistress of the House, where it was presented. This is a Male, above
the  usual Size,  with  a  shaggy Appearance  round its  Face,  resembling  that  of  the  Lion's,  in
Miniature. The Hair protruding from the Ears, formerly grew, like what are termed Cork-screw
Curls, and which are frequently seen, among the  smart young  Watermen, on the Thames; the
Tail is perfectly distinct, from that of the Cat Species, and resembles the  Brush of a Fox. The
Mother, has at this time (1813), three Young ones, but without the least Difference to common



Kittens, neither, indeed, has she ever had any  before, or since, similar to  That here described.
The  Proprietor  has  been  offered,  and  refused  One  Hundred  Pounds  for  this  Animal."

This was either a cross with the English wild cat, which sometimes has a mane, or it was
an accidental variation of nature. I once bred a long-haired rabbit in a similar way, but at first I
failed  entirely  to  perpetuate  the  peculiarity.  I  think  the  above  simply  "a  sport."



 
MISS MARY GRESHAM'S PERSIAN KITTEN, "LAMBKIN NO. 2."



 
MISS MOORE'S "BOGEY."

I have now concluded my remarks on the long-haired varieties of cats that I am at present
acquainted with. They are an exceedingly interesting section; their habits, manners, forms, and
colours form a by no means unprofitable study for those fond of animal life, as they,  in my
opinion,  differ  in  many ways  from those  of  their  "short-haired"  brethren.  I  shall  not  cease,
however, in my endeavours to find out if any other long-haired breeds exist, and I am, therefore,
making  inquiries  in  every  direction  in  which  I  deem  it  likely  I  shall  get  an  increase  of
information on the subject, but hitherto without any success. Therefore, I am led to suppose that
the  three  I  have  enumerated  are  the  only  domesticated  long-haired  varieties.  The  nearest
approach, I believe, to these in the wild state is that of the British wild cat, which has in some
instances a mane and a bushy tail, slightly resembling that of the Russian long-hair, with much of
the same facial expression, and rather pointed tufts at the apex of the ears. It is also large, like
some of the "long-haired" cats that I have seen; in fact, it far more resembles these breeds than
those of the short  hair.  I  was much struck with the many points of similitude on seeing the
British wild cat exhibited by the Duke of Sutherland at the first cat show at the Crystal Palace in



July, 1871. I merely offer this as an idea for further consideration. At the same time, allow me to
say  that  I  have  had  no  opportunity  of  studying  the  anatomy  of  the  British  wild  cat,  in
contradistinction to that of the Russian, or others with long hair. I only wish to point out what I
term a general resemblance, far in excess of those with short hair. I am fully aware how difficult
it is to trace any origin of the domestic cat, or from what breeds; it is also said, that the British
wild cat is not one of them, still I urge there exists the similarity I mention; whether it is so
apparent  to  others  I  know  not.

 



MR. SMITH'S PRIZE HE-CAT.



THE TORTOISESHELL CAT.

I now come to the section of the short-haired domestic cat, a variety possessing sub-
varieties. Whether these all came from the same origin is doubtful, although in breeding many of
the different colours will breed back to the striped or tabby colour, and, per contra, white whole-
coloured cats are often got from striped or spotted parents, and vice versâ. Those that have had
any experience of breeding domesticated animals or birds, know perfectly well how difficult it is
to  keep certain  peculiarities  gained by years  of  perseverance  of breeding for  such points  of
variation, or what is termed excellence. Place a few fancy pigeons, for instance, in the country
and let them match how they like, and one would be quite surprised, unless he were a naturalist,
to note the great changes that occur in a few years,  and the unmistakable signs of reversion
towards  their  ancestral  stock—that  of  the  Rock  pigeon.  But  with  the  cat  this  is  somewhat
different,  as little or no attempts have been made, as far as I know of, until  cat  shows were
instituted, to improve any particular breed either in form or colour. Nor has it even yet, with the
exception  of the long-haired cats.  Why this  is  so I  am at  a  loss  to  understand,  but  the  fact
remains. Good well-developed cats of certain colours fetch large prices, and are, if I may use the
term, perpetual prize-winners. I will take as an instance the tortoiseshell tom, he, or male cat as
one of the most scarce, and the red or yellow tabby she-cat as the next; and yet the possessor of
either, with proper care and attention, I have little or no doubt, has it in his power to produce
either variety ad libitum. It is now many years since I remember the first "tortoiseshell tom-cat;"
nor can I now at this distance of time quite call to mind whether or not it was not a tortoiseshell-
and-white, and not a tortoiseshell pure and simple. It was exhibited in Piccadilly. If I remember
rightly, I made a drawing of it, but as it is about forty years ago, of this I am not certain, although
I  have  lately  been  told  that  I  did,  and  that  the  price  asked  for  the  cat  was  100  guineas.



EXAMPLE OF TORTOISESHELL CAT, VERY DARK VARIETY.

This supposed scarcity was rudely put aside by the appearance,  at  the Crystal  Palace
Show of  1871,  of  no  less  than  one  tortoiseshell  he-cat  (exhibited  by Mr.  Smith)  and three
tortoiseshell-and-white he-cats, but it will be observed there was really but only one tortoiseshell
he-cat, the others having white. On referring to the catalogues of the succeeding shows, no other
pure tortoiseshell has been exhibited, and he ceased to appear after 1873; but tortoiseshell-and-
white have been shown from 1871, varying in number from five to three until 1885. One of
these, a tortoiseshell-and-white belonging to Mr. Hurry, gained no fewer than nine first prizes at
the Crystal Palace, besides several firsts at other shows; this maintains my statement, that a really
good scarce variety of cats is a valuable investment, Mr. Hurry's cat Totty keeping up his price of
£100 till the end.

As may have been gathered from the foregoing remarks, the points of the tortoiseshell he-
cat are, black-red and yellow in patches, but no white. The colouring should be in broad, well-
defined blotches and solid in colour, not mealy or tabby-like in the marking, but clear, sharp, and
distinct, and the richer and deeper the colours the better. When this is so the animal presents a
very handsome appearance. The eyes should be orange, the tail long and thick towards the base,
the form slim, graceful, and elegant,  and not too short on the leg, to which this breed has a
tendency. Coming then to the actual tortoiseshell he, or male cat without white, I have never seen
but one at the Shows, and that was exhibited by Mr. Smith. It does not appear that Mr. Smith
bred any from it, nor do I know whether he took any precautions to do so; but if not, I am still of



the opinion that more might have been produced. In Cassell's "Natural History," it is stated that
the tortoiseshell cat is quite common in Egypt and in the south of Europe. This I can readily
believe, as I think that it comes from a different stock than the usual short-haired cat, the texture
of the hair being different, the form of tail also. I should much like to know whether in that
country,  where the variety is so common, there exists any number of tortoiseshell he-cats. In
England the he-kittens  are  almost  invariably red-tabby or red-tabby-and-white;  the red-tabby
she-cats are almost as scarce as tortoiseshell-and-white he-cats. Yet if red-tabby she-cats can be
produced, I am of opinion that tortoiseshell he-cats could also. I had one of the former, a great
beauty,  and hoped to perpetuate  the breed,  but it  unfortunately fell  a victim to wires set  by
poachers for game. Again returning to the tortoiseshell, I have noted that, in drawings made by
the Japanese, the cats are always of this colour; that being so, it leads one to suppose that in that
country tortoiseshell he-cats must be plentiful. Though the drawings are strong evidence, they
are not absolute proof. I have asked several travelling friends questions as regards the Japanese
cats, but in no case have I found them to have taken sufficient notice for their testimony to be
anything else than worthless. I shall be very thankful for any information on this subject, for to
myself,  and doubtless also to many others, it  is exceedingly interesting.  Any one wishing to
breed rich brown tabbies, should use a tortoiseshell she-cat with a very brown and black-banded
he-cat. They are not so good from the spotted tabby, often producing merely tortoiseshell tabbies
instead  of  brown  tabbies,  or  true  tortoiseshells.  My  remarks  as  to  the  colouring  of  the
tortoiseshell he-cat are equally applicable to the she-cat, which should not have any white. Of the
tortoiseshell-and-white hereafter.

To breed tortoiseshell he-cats, I should use males of a whole colour, such as either white,
black, or blue; and on no account any tabby, no matter the colour. What is wanted is patches of
colour, not tiny streaks or spots; and I feel certain that, for those who persevere, there will be
successful  results.





 



THE TORTOISESHELL-AND-WHITE CAT.

This  is  a  more  common mixture  of  colouring  than  the  tortoiseshell  pure  and  simple
without white, and seems to be widely spread over different parts of the world. It is the opinion
of some that this colour and the pure tortoiseshell is the original domestic cat, and that the other
varieties of marking and colours are but deviations produced by crossing with wild varieties. My
brother, John Jenner Weir, F.L.S., F.Z.S., holds somewhat to this opinion; but, to me, it is rather
difficult to arrive at this conclusion. In fact, I can scarcely realise the ground on which the theory
is based—at the same time, I do not mean to ignore it entirely. And yet, if this be so, from what
starting-point was the original domestic cat derived, and by what means were the rich and varied
markings obtained? I am fully aware that by selection cats with large patches of colour may be
obtained; still, there remain the peculiar markings of the tortoiseshell. Nor is this by any means
an uncommon colour, not only in this country, but in many others, and there also appears to be a
peculiar fixedness of this, especially in the female, but why it is not so in the male I am at a loss
to understand, the males almost invariably coming either red-tabby or red-tabby-and-white. One
would suppose that black or white would be equally likely; but, as far as my observations take
me, this is not so, though I have seen both pure white, yellow, red, and black in litters of kittens,
but this might be different were the he parent tortoiseshell.

Some years ago I was out with a shooting party not far from Snowdon, in Wales, when
turning past a large rock I came on a sheltered nook, and there in a nest made of dry grasses laid
six tortoiseshell-and-white kittens about eight to ten days old. I was much surprised at this, as I
did not know of any house near, therefore these must have been the offspring of some cat or cats
that were leading a roving or wild life, and yet it had no effect as to the deviation of the colour. I
left  them there,  and without observing the sex. I was afterwards sorry,  as it is just  possible,
though scarcely probable, that one or more of the six, being all of the same colour, might have
proved to be a male. As I left the neighbourhood a few days after I saw no more of them, nor
have I since heard of any being there; so conclude they in some way were destroyed.

I have observed in the breed of tortoiseshell or tortoise-shell-and-white that the hair is of
a coarser texture than the ordinary domestic cat, and that the tail is generally thicker, especially
at the base, though some few are thin-tailed; yet I prefer the thick and tapering form. Some are
very  much  so,  and of  a  good length;  the  legs  are  generally  somewhat  short;  I  do  not  ever
remember seeing a really long-legged tortoiseshell, though when this is so if not too long it adds
much to its grace of action. I give a drawing of what I consider to be a GOOD tortoiseshell-and-
white tom or he-cat. It will be observed that there is more white on the chest, belly, and hind legs
than is allowable in the black-and-white cat. This I deem necessary for artistic beauty, when the
colour is laid on in  patches, although it should be even, clear, and distinct in its outline; the
larger space of white adds brilliancy to the red, yellow, and black colouring. The face is one of
the parts which should have some uniformity of colour, and yet not so, but a mere balancing of
colour; that is to say, that there should be a relief in black, with the yellow and red on each side,
and so in the body and tail. The nose should be white, the eyes orange, and the whole colouring
rich and varied without the least Tabbyness, either brown or gray or an approach to it, such being
highly detrimental to its beauty.



I have received a welcome letter from Mr. Herbert Young, of James Street, Harrogate,
informing me of the existence of what is said to be a tortoiseshell tom or he-cat somewhere in
Yorkshire, and the price is fifty guineas; but he, unfortunately, has forgotten the exact address.
He also kindly favours me with the further information of a tortoiseshell-and-white he-cat. He
describes  it  as "splendid,"  and "extra good in colour,"  and it  is  at  present in the vicinity of
Harrogate. And still further, Mr. Herbert Young says, "I am breeding from a dark colour cat and
two tortoiseshell females," and he hopes, by careful selection, to succeed in "breeding the other
colour  out."  This,  I  deem,  is  by  no  means  an  unlikely  thing  to  happen,  and,  by  careful
management, may not take very long to accomplish; but much depends on the ancestry, or rather
the pedigree of both sides. I for one most heartily wish Mr. Herbert Young success, and it will be
most gratifying should he arrive at the height of his expectations. Failing the producing of the
desired colour in the he-cats by the legitimate method of tortoiseshell with tortoiseshell, I would
advise the trial of some whole colours, such as solid black and white. This  may prove a better
way than the other, as we pigeon fanciers go an apparently roundabout way often to obtain what
we want to attain in colour, and yet there is almost a certainty in the method.

As  regards  the  tortoiseshell  cat,  there  is  a  distinct  variety  known to  us  cat  fanciers  as  the
tortoiseshell-tabby. This must not be confounded with the true variety, as it consists only of a
variegation in colour of the yellow, the red, and the dark tabby, and is more in lines than patches,
or patches of lines or spots. These are by no means ugly, and a well-marked, richly-coloured
specimen is  really  very handsome.  They may also be intermixed with white,  and should be
marked the same as the true tortoiseshell;  but in competition with the  real tortoiseshell  they
would stand  no chance whatever, and ought in my opinion to be disqualified as being wrong
class,  and  be  put  in  that  for  "any  other  colour."

 
MRS. VYVYAN'S ROYAL CAT OF SIAM.



 
BROWN TABBY—BARS THE RIGHT WIDTH.



THE BROWN TABBY CAT.

The tabby cat is doubtless one of, if not the most common of colours, and numbers many
almost endless varieties of both tint and markings. Of these those with very broad bands of black,
or narrow bands of black, on nearly a black ground, are usually called black tabby, and if the
bands are divided into spots instead of being in continuous lines, then it is a spotted black tabby;
but I purpose in this paper to deal mostly with the brown tabby—that is to say, a tabby, whose
ground colour is of a very rich, orangey,  dark brown ground, without any white, and that is
evenly, proportionably, and not too broadly but elegantly marked on the face, head, breast, sides,
back, belly, legs, and tail with bands of solid, deep, shining black. The front part of the head or
face and legs, breast, and belly should have a more rich red orange tint than the back, but which
should be nearly if not equal in depth of colour, though somewhat browner; the markings should
be graceful in curve, sharply, well, and clearly defined, with fine deep black edges, so that the
brown and black are clear and distinct  the one from the other,  not blurred in any way.  The
banded tabby should not be spotted in any way, excepting those few that nearly always occur on
the face and sometimes on the fore-legs. The clearer, redder, and brighter the brown the better.
The nose should be deep red, bordered with black; the eyes an orange colour, slightly diffused
with green; in form the head should not be large, nor too wide, being rather longer than broad, so
as not to give too round or clumsy an appearance; ears not large nor small, but of moderate size,
and of good form; legs medium length, rather long than short, so as not to lose grace of action;
body long, narrow, and deep towards the fore part. Tail long, and gradually tapering towards the
point; feet round, with black claws, and black pads; yellowish-white around the black lips and
brown  whiskers  are  allowable,  but  orange-tinted  are  far  preferable,  and  pure  white  should
disqualify. A cat of this description is now somewhat rare. What are generally shown as brown
tabbies are not sufficiently  orange-brown, but mostly of a dark, brownish-gray. This is simply
the  ordinary  tabby,  and  not  the  brown tabby  proper.



 
BROWN TABBY—MARKINGS MUCH TOO WIDE.

As I stated in my notes on the Tortoiseshell cat, the best parents to obtain a good brown
tabby from is to have a strongly marked, not too broad-banded tabby he-cat and a tortoiseshell
she-cat with little black, or red tabby she-cat, the produce being, when tabby, generally of a rich
brown, or sometimes what is termed black tabby,  and also red tabby. The picture illustrating
these notes is from one so bred, and is a particularly handsome specimen. There were two he-cats
in the litter, one the dark-brown tabby just mentioned, which I named Aaron, and the other, a
very fine red tabby, Moses. This last was even a finer animal than Aaron, being very beautiful in
colour and very large in size; but he, alas! like many others, was caught in wires set by poachers,
and was found dead. His handsome brother still survives, though no longer my property. The
banded red tabby should be marked precisely the same as the brown tabby, only the bands should



be of deep red on an orange ground, the deeper in colour the better; almost a chocolate on orange
is very fine. The nose deep pink, as also the pads of the feet. The ordinary dark tabby the same
way as the brown, and so also the blue or silver, only the ground colour should be of a pale, soft,
blue colour—not the slightest tint of brown in it. The clearer, the lighter, and brighter the blue
the better,  bearing in mind always that the bands should be of a  jet  black,  sharply and  very
clearly  defined.

 
WELL-MARKED PRIZE SILVER TABBY.

The word tabby was derived from a kind of taffeta, or ribbed silk, which when calendered
or what is now termed "watered," is by that process covered with wavy lines.  This stuff, in
bygone times, was often called "tabby:" hence the cat with lines or markings on its fur was called



a "tabby" cat. But it might also, one would suppose, with as much justice, be called a taffety cat,
unless the calendering of "taffety" caused it to become "tabby." Certain it is that the word tabby
only referred to the marking or stripes, not to the absolute colour, for in "Wit and Drollery"
(1682), p. 343, is the following:—

"Her petticoat of satin,

Her gown of crimson tabby."

Be that as it may, I think there is little doubt that the foregoing was the origin of the term.
Yet it was also called the brinded cat, or the brindled cat, also tiger cat, with some the gray cat,
graymalkin; but I was rather unprepared to learn that in Norfolk and Suffolk it is called a Cyprus
cat. "Why Cyprus cat?" quoth I. "I do not know," said my informant. "All I know is, that such is
the case."

So  I  referred  to  my Bailey's  Dictionary  of  1730,  and there,  "sure  enough,"  was  the
elucidation; for I found that Cyprus was a kind of cloth made of silk and hair, showing wavy
lines on it, and coming from Cyprus; therefore this somewhat strengthens the argument in favour
of "taffeta," or "tabby," but it is still curious that the Norfolk and Suffolk people should have
adopted a kind of cloth as that representing the markings and colour of the cat, and that of a
different name from that in use for the cat—one or more counties calling it a "tabby cat," as
regards  colour,  and  the  other  naming  the  same  as  "Cyprus."  I  take  this  to  be  exceedingly
interesting. How or when such naming took place I am at present unable to get the least clue,
though I think from what I gather from one of the Crystal Palace Cat Show catalogues, that it
must have been after 1597, as the excerpt shows that at that time the shape and colour was like a
leopard's, which, of course, is spotted, and is always called the spotted leopard. (Since this I have
learned that the domestic cat is said to have been brought from Cyprus by merchants, as also was
the tortoiseshell. Cyprus is a colour, a sort of reddish-yellow, something like citron; so a Cyprus
cat may mean a red or yellow tabby.)

However,  I  find  Holloway,  in  his  "Dictionary  of  Provincialisms"  (1839),  gives  the
following:—

"Calimanco Cat, s. (calimanco, a glossy stuff), a tortoiseshell cat, Norfolk."

Salmon, in "The Compleat English Physician," 1693, p. 326, writing of the cat, says: "It
is a neat and cleanly creature, often licking itself to keep it fair and clean, and washing its face
with its fore feet; the best are such as of a fair and large kind and of an exquisite tabby color
called Cyprus cats."



 



 



SPOTTED TABBY CAT

I have thought it best to give two illustrations of the peculiar markings of the  spotted
tabby, or leopard cat of some, as showing its distinctness from the ordinary and banded Tabby,
one of my reasons being that I have, when judging at cat shows, often found excellent specimens
of both entered in the "wrong class," thereby losing all  chance of a prize,  though, if  rightly
entered,  either  might  very possibly have taken honours.  I  therefore  wish to  direct  particular
attention to the spotted character of the markings of the variety called the "spotted tabby." It will
be observed that there are no lines,  but what are lines in other tabbies are broken up into a
number of spots, and the more these spots prevail, to the exclusion of lines or bands, the better
the specimen is  considered to be.  The varieties  of the ground colour or tint  on which these
markings or spots are placed constitutes the name, such as black-spotted tabby, brown-spotted
tabby, and so on, the red-spotted tabby or yellow-spotted tabby in she-cats being by far the most
scarce. These should be marked with spots instead of bands, on the same ground colour as the
red or yellow-banded tabby cat. In the former the ground colour should be a rich red, with spots
of a deep, almost chocolate colour, while that of the yellow tabby may be a deep yellow cream,
with yellowish-brown spots. Both are very scarce, and are extremely pretty. Any admixture of
white is not allowable in the class for yellow or red tabbies; such exhibit must be put into the
class (should there be one, which is usually the case at large shows) for red or yellow and white
tabbies. This exhibitors will do well to make a note of.

There is a rich-coloured brown tabby hybrid to be seen at the Zoological Society Gardens
in Regent's Park, between the wild cat of Bengal and a tabby she-cat. It is handsome, but very
wild.  These  hybrids,  I  am  told,  will  breed  again  with  tame  variety,  or  with  others.



 

In the brown-spotted tabby, the dark gray-spotted tabby, the black-spotted tabby, the gray
or the blue-spotted tabby, the eyes are best yellow or orange tinted, with the less of the green the
better. The nose should be of a dark red, edged with black or dark brown, in the dark colours, or
somewhat lighter colour in the gray or blue tabbies. The pads of the feet in all instances must be
black. In the yellow and the red tabby the nose and the pads of the feet are to be pink. As regards
the tail, that should have large spots on the upper and lower sides instead of being annulated, but
this is difficult to obtain. It has always occurred to me that the spotted tabby is a much nearer
approach to the wild English cat and some other wild cats in the way of colour than the ordinary
broad-banded tabby. Those specimens of the crosses, said to be between the wild and domestic
cat, that I have seen, have had a tendency to be spotted tabbies. And these crosses were not
infrequent in bygone times when the wild cats were more numerous than at present, as is stated
to be the case by that reliable authority, Thomas Bewick. In the year 1873, there was a specimen
shown at the Crystal Palace Cat Show, and also the last year or two there has been exhibited at
the same place a most beautiful hybrid between the East Indian wild cat and the domestic cat. It
was shown in the spotted tabby class, and won the first prize. The ground colour was a deep
blackish-brown, with well-defined black spots, black pads to the feet, rich in colour, and very
strong and powerfully made, and not by any means a sweet temper. It was a he-cat, and though I
have made inquiry, I have not been able to ascertain that any progeny has been reared from it, yet
I have been informed that such hybrids between the Indian wild cat and the domestic cat breed



freely.

 



THE ABYSSINIAN.

I now come to the last variety of the tabby cat, and this can scarcely be called a tabby
proper, as it is nearly destitute of markings, excepting sometimes on the legs and a broad black
band along the back. It is mostly of a deep brown, ticked with black, somewhat resembling the
back of a wild (only not so gray) rabbit. Along the centre of the back, from the nape of the neck
to the tip of the tail, there is a band of black, very slightly interspersed with dark brown hairs.
The inner sides of the legs and belly are more of a rufous-orange tint than the body, and are
marked in some cases with a few dark patches; but they are best without these marks, and in the
exhibition pens it is a point lost. The eyes are deep yellow, tinted with green; nose dark red,
black-edged; ears rather small, dark brown, with black edges and tips; the pads of the feet are
black.  Altogether, it  is a pretty and interesting variety.  It has been shown under a variety of
names, such as Russian, Spanish, Abyssinian, Hare cat, Rabbit cat, and some have gone so far as
to maintain that it  is a cross between the latter and a cat, proving very unmistakably there is
nothing, however absurd or impossible,  in animal or everyday life, that some people are not
ready to credit  and believe.  A hybrid  between the English  wild cat  and the  domestic  much
resembles it; and I do not consider it different in any way, with the exception of its colour, from
the  ordinary  tabby cat,  from which  I  have  seen  kittens  and adults  bearing  almost  the  same
appearance.  Some  years  ago  when  out  rabbit-shooting  on  the  South  Downs,  not  far  from
Eastbourne,  one of our party shot a cat of this colour in a copse not far from the village of
Eastdean. He mistook it at first for a rabbit as it dashed into the underwood. It proved not to be
wild, but belonged to one of the villagers, and was bred in the village. When the ground colour is
light gray or blue, it  is generally called chinchilla,  to the fur of which animal the coat has a
general resemblance. I have but little inclination to place it as a distinct, though often it is of
foreign breed; such may be, though ours is merely a variety—and a very interesting one—of the
ordinary tabby, with which its form, habits, temper, etc., seem fully to correspond; still several
have been imported from Abyssinia all of which were precisely similar, and it is stated that this
is the origin of the Egyptian cat that was worshipped so many centuries ago. The mummies of
the cats I have seen in no case had any hair left, so that it was impossible to determine what
colour they were. The imported cats are of stouter build than the English and less marked. These
bred with an English tabby often give a result of nearly black, the back band extending very
much down the sides, and the brown ticks almost disappearing, producing a rich and beautiful
colouring.

I find there is yet another tint or colour of the tabby proper which I have not mentioned,
that is to say, a cat marked with light wavy lines, and an exceedingly pretty one it is. It is very
rare; in fact, so much so that it has never had a class appropriated to it, and therefore is only
admissible to or likely to win in the class "For Any Other Colour," in which class usually a
number of very beautiful varieties are to be found, some of which I shall have occasion to notice
further on. The colour, however, that I now refer to is often called the silver tabby, for want of a
better name. It is this. The whole of the ground colour is of a most delicate silver-gray, clear and
firm in tone, slightly blue if anything apart from the gray, and the markings thereon are but a
little darker, with a tinge of lilac in them making the fur to look like an evening sky, rayed with
light clouds. The eyes are orange-yellow, and when large and full make a fine contrast to the
colour of the fur. The nose is red, edged with a lilac tint, and the pads of the feet and claws are



black, or nearly so. The hair is generally very fine, short, and soft. Altogether it is most lovely,
and well worthy of attention, forming, as it does, a beautiful contrast to the red, the yellow, or
even  the  brown tabby.  A turquoise  ribbon about  its  neck  will  show to  great  advantage  the
delicate lilac tints of its coat, or, if a contrast is preferred, a light orange scarlet, or what is often
called  geranium  colour,  will  perhaps  give  a  brighter  and  more  pleasing  effect.

 
MRS. HERRING'S BLUE SMALL-BANDED TABBY.

This is by no means so uncommon a colour in the long-haired cats, some of which are
exquisite,  and are certainly the acme of beauty in the way of cat colouring; but I must here
remark that there is a vast difference in the way of disposition between these two light varieties,
that of the former being far more gentle. In fact, I am of opinion that the short-haired cat in
general  is  of  a  more  genial  temperament,  more  "cossetty,"  more  observant,  more  quick  in
adapting itself to its surroundings and circumstances than its long-haired brother, and, as a rule, it
is also more cleanly in its habits. Though at the same time I am willing to admit that some of
these peculiarities being set aside, the long-haired cat is charmingly beautiful, and at the same
time has a large degree of intelligence—in fact, much more than most animals that I know, not
even setting aside the dog, and I have come to this conclusion after much long, careful, and



mature  consideration.





THE SHORT-HAIRED WHITE CAT.

This of all, as it depends entirely on its comeliness, should be graceful and elegant in the
outline of its form and also action,  the head small,  not too round nor thick, for this  gives a
clumsy, heavy appearance, but broad on the forehead, and gently tapering towards the muzzle,
the nose small, tip even and pink, the ears rather small than large, and not too pointed, the neck
slender, shoulders narrow and sloping backwards, loin full and long, legs of moderate length, tail
well set on, long, broad at the base, and gradually tapering towards the end; the white should be
the yellow-white, that is, the white of the colours, such as tortoiseshell, red tabby or blues, not
the gray-white bred from the black, as these are coarser in the quality of the furs. The eye should
be large, round, full, and blue. I noted this peculiarity of white when breeding white Cochins
many years ago; those chickens that were black when hatched were a colder and harder white
than those which were hatched buff. This colouring of white should be fully borne in mind when
crossing colours in breeding, as the results are widely different from the two varieties. The whole
colour yellow-white will not do to match with blue or gray, as it will assuredly give the wrong
tinge or colour.

The eyes should be blue; green is a great defect; bright yellow is allowable, or what in
horses is called "wall eyes." Orange gives a heavy appearance; but yellow will harmonise and
look well with a gray-white.

White  cats  with blue eyes  are hardy.  Mr. Timbs,  in "Things Not Generally Known,"
relates that even they are not so likely to be deaf as is supposed, and mentions one of seventeen
years old which retained its hearing faculties perfectly. Some specimens I have seen with one
yellow eye and one blue; this is a most singular freak of nature, and to the best of my knowledge
is not to be found among any of the other colours.

It is stated that one of the white horses recently presented by the Shah of Persia to the
Emperor of Russia has blue eyes. I can scarcely credit this, but think it must be a true albino,
with the gray-pink coloured eyes they generally have, or possibly the blue eye is that peculiar to
the albino cat and horse, as I have never seen an albino horse or cat with pink eyes but a kind of
opalesque colour, or what is termed "wall eye." No doubt many of my readers have observed the
differences in the white of our horses, they mostly being the gray-white, with dark skin; but the
purer white has a pink skin, and is much softer and elegant in appearance. It is the same with our
white cats.



THE BLACK CAT.

It is often said "What's in a name?" the object, whatever it is, by any other would be the
same, and yet there is much in a name; but this is not the question at issue, which is that of
colour. Why should a  black cat be thought so widely different from all others by the foolish,
unthinking,  and ignorant? Why,  simply on account  of its  colour  being black,  should it  have
ascribed to it a numberless variety of bad omens, besides having certain necromantic power? In
Germany, for instance, black cats are kept away from children as omens of evil, and if a black
cat appeared in the room of one lying ill it was said to portend death. To meet a black cat in the
twilight was held unlucky. In the "good old times" a black cat was generally the only colour that
was favoured by men reported to be wizards, and also were said to be the constant companions
of  reputed  witches,  and  in  such  horror  and  detestation  were  they  then  held  that  when  the
unfortunate creatures were ill-treated, drowned, or even burned, very frequently we are told that
their cats suffered martyrdom at the same time. It is possible that one of the reasons for such
wild, savage superstition may have arisen from the fact of the larger amount of electricity to be
found by friction in the coat of the black cat to any other; experiments prove there is but very
little either in that of the white or the red tabby cat. Be this as it may, still the fact remains that,
for some reason or other, the black cat is held by the prejudiced ignorant as an animal most foul
and detestable, and wonderful stories are related of their actions in the dead of the night during
thunder-storms and windy nights. Yet, as far as I can discover, there appears little difference
either of temper or habit in the black cat distinct from that of any other colour, though it is
maintained by many even to this day that black cats are far more vicious and spiteful and of
higher courage, and this last I admit. Still, when a black cat is enraged and its coat and tail are
well "set up," its form swollen, its round, bright, orange-yellow eye distended and all aglow with
anger, it  certainly presents to even the most impartial observer, to say the least of it, a most
"uncanny" appearance. But, for all this, their admirers are by no means few; and, to my thinking,
a jet-black cat, fine and glossy in fur and elegantly formed, certainly has its attractions; but I will
refer to the superstitions connected with the black cat further on.

A black cat for show purposes should be of a uniform, intense black; a brown-black is
richer than a blue-black. I mean by this that when the hair is parted it should show in the division
a dark brown-black in preference to any tint of blue whatever. The coat or fur should be short,
velvety, and very glossy. The eyes round and full, and of a deep orange colour; nose black, and
also the pads of the feet; tail long, wide at the base, and tapering gradually towards the end. A
long thin tail is a great fault, and detracts much from the merits it may otherwise possess. A
good, deep, rich-coloured black cat is not so common as many may at first suppose, as often
those that are said to be black show tabby markings under certain conditions of light; and, again,
others want depth and richness of colour, some being only a very dark gray. In form it is the
same as other short-haired cats, such as I have described in the white, and this brings me to the
variety  called  "blue."



ARCHANGEL BLUE CAT.



THE BLUE CAT.

This is shown often under a number of names. It was at first shown as the Archangel cat,
then Russian blue, Spanish blue, Chartreuse blue, and, lastly, and I know not why, the American
blue. It is not, in my belief, a distinct breed, but merely a light-coloured form of the black cat. In
fact, I have ascertained that one shown at the Crystal Palace, and which won many prizes on
account of its beautiful blue colour slightly tinged with purple, was the offspring of a tabby and
white she-cat and a black-and-white he-cat, and I have seen the same colour occur when bred
from the cats usually kept about a farmhouse as a protection from rats and mice, though none of
the parents had any blue colour.

Being so beautiful, and as it is possible in some places abroad it may be bred in numbers,
I deemed it advisable, when making out the prize schedule, to give special prizes for this colour;
the fur being used for various purposes on account of its hue. A fine specimen should be even in
colour, of a bluish-lilac tint, with no sootiness or black, and though light be firm and rich in tone,
the nose and pads dark, and the eyes orange-yellow. If of a very light blue-gray, the nose and
pads may be of a deep chocolate colour and the eyes deep yellow, not green. If it is a foreign
variety, I can only say that I see no distinction in form, temper, or habit; and, as I have before
mentioned, it is sometimes bred here in England from cats bearing no resemblance to the bluish-
lilac colour, nor of foreign extraction or pedigree. I feel bound, however, to admit that those that
came from Archangel were of a deeper, purer tint than the English cross-breeds; and on reference
to my notes, I find they had larger ears and eyes, and were larger and longer in the head and legs,
also the coat or fur was excessively short, rather inclined to woolliness, but bright and glossy, the
hair  inside  the  ears  being  shorter  than  is  usual  in  the  English  cat.

 





THE BLACK-AND-WHITE CAT.

This is distinct from the white-and-black cat, the ground colour being black, marked with
white;  while the other is white,  marked with black.  The chief points of excellence for show
purposes are a dense bright brown-black, evenly marked with white. Of this I give an illustration,
showing the most approved way in which the white should be distributed, coming to a point
between the eyes. The feet should be white, and the chest, the nose, and the pads white. No black
on the lips or nose, whiskers white, eyes of orange yellow. Any black on the white portions is
highly detrimental to its beauty and its chance of a prize.

The same markings are applicable to the brown tabby and white,  the dark tabby and
white, the red tabby and white, the yellow tabby and white, the blue or silver tabby and white,
and the blue and white. One great point is to obtain a perfectly clear and distinct gracefully-
curved outline of colour, and this to be maintained throughout; the blaze on the forehead to be
central. It is stated that if a dog has white anywhere, he is sure to have a white tip to his tail, and I
think, on observation, it will be found usually the case, although this is not so in the cat, for I
cannot call to mind a single instance where a black-and-white had a white tip to its tail; but
taking the various colours of the domestic cat into consideration I think it will be found that there
is a larger number with some white about them than those of entirely one colour, without even a
few white hairs, which if they appear at all are mostly to be found on the chest, though they often
are  exceedingly  few  in  number.

 
MRS. VYVYAN'S ROYAL CAT OF SIAM.





THE WHITE-AND-BLACK CAT.

This differs entirely from the black-and-white cat, as just explained, and is the opposite as
regards colour, the ground being white instead of black, and the markings black on white. For
exhibition purposes and points of excellence, no particular rule exists beyond that the exhibit
shall be evenly marked, with the colour distributed so as to balance, as, for example:—If a cat
has  a  black  patch  just  under one  eye  with  a  little  above,  the  balance  of  colour  would  be
maintained if the other eye had a preponderance of colour above instead of below, and so with
the nose, shoulders, or back, but it would be far better if the patches of colour were the same size
and shape, and equal in position. It might be that a cat evenly marked on the head had a mark on
the left shoulder with more on the right, with a rather larger patch on the right side of the loin, or
a black tail would help considerably to produce what is termed "balance," though a cat of this
description would lose if competing against one of entirely uniform markings.

I have seen several that have been marked in a very singular way. One was entirely white,
with black ears. Another white, with a black tail only. This had orange eyes, and was very pretty.
Another had a black blaze up the nose, the rest of the animal being white. This had blue eyes,
and was deaf. Another had the two front feet black, all else being white; the eyes were yellow-
tinted green. All these, it will be observed, were perfect in the way they were marked.

I give an illustration of a cat belonging to Mr. S. Lyon, of Crewe. It is remarkable in more
ways  than one,  and in  all  probability,  had it  been born in  "the dark ages" a  vast  degree of
importance would have been attached to it, not only on account of the peculiar distribution of the
colour and its form, but also as to the singular coincidence of its birth. The head is white, with a
black mark over the eyes and ears which, when looked at from above, presents the appearance of
a fleur-de-lis. The body is white, with a distinct black cross on the right side, or, rather, more on
the back than side. The cross resembles that known as Maltese in form, and is clearly defined.
The tail is black, the legs and feet white. Nor does the cat's claim to notice entirely end here, for,
marvellous to relate, it was born on Easter Sunday, A.D. 1886. Now, what would have been said
of such a coincidence had this peculiar development of Nature occurred in bygone times? There
is just the possibility that the credulous would have "flocked" to see the wondrous animal from
far and near; and even now, in these enlightened times, I learn from Mr. Lyon that the cat is not
by any means devoid of interest and attraction, for, as he tells me, a number of persons have been
to see it, some of whom predict that "luck" will follow, and that he and his household will, in
consequence,  doubtless enjoy  many  blessings,  and  that  all  things  will  prosper  with  him
accordingly.

Although my remarks are directed to "the white-and-black" cat, the same will apply to the
"white-and-red,  white-and-yellow,  white-and-tabby,  white-and-blue,  or dun colour;" all  these,
and the foregoing, will most probably have to be exhibited in the "Any Other Colour" class, as
there is seldom one at even the largest shows for peculiar markings with white as the ground or
principal  colour.



 
WHITE CAT.



 



SIAMESE CAT.

Among the beautiful varieties of the domestic cat brought into notice by the cat shows,
none deserve more attention than "The Royal Cat of Siam." In form, colour, texture, and length,
or rather shortness of its coat, it is widely different from other short-haired varieties; yet there is
but little difference in its mode of life or habit. I have not had the pleasure of owning one of this
breed, though when on a visit  to Lady Dorothy Nevill,  at  Dangstein,  near Petersfield,  I had
several opportunities for observation. I noticed in particular the intense liking of these cats for
"the woods," not passing along the hedgerows like the ordinary cat,  but quickly and quietly
creeping from bush to bush, then away in the shaws; not that they displayed a wildness of nature,
in being shy or distrustful, nor did they seem to care about getting wet like many cats do, though
apparently they suffer much when it is cold and damp weather, as would be likely on account of
the extreme shortness of their fur, which is of both a hairy and a woolly texture, and not so
glossy as our ordinary common domestic cat, nor is the tail, which is thin. Lady Dorothy Nevill
informed me that those which belonged to her were imported from Siam and presented by Sir R.
Herbert of the Colonial Office; the late Duke of Wellington imported the breed, also Mr. Scott of
Rotherfield. Lady Dorothy Nevill thought them exceedingly docile and domestic, but delicate in
their  constitution;  although  her  ladyship  kept  one  for  two  years,  another  over  a  year,  but
eventually all died of the same complaint, that of worms, which permeated every part of their
body.

Mr. Young, of Harrogate, possesses a chocolate variety of this Royal Siamese cat; it was
sent from Singapore to Mr. Brennand, from whom he purchased it, and is described as "most
loving and affectionate," which I believe is usually the case. Although this peculiar colour is very
beautiful and scarce, I am of opinion that the light gray or fawn colour with black and well-
marked  muzzle,  ears,  and  legs  is  the  typical  variety,  the  markings  being  the  same  as  the
Himalayan rabbits. There are cavies so marked; and many years ago I saw a mouse similarly
coloured.  Mr.  Young  informs  me  that  the  kittens  he  has  bred  from  his  dark  variety  have
invariably come the usual gray or light dun colour with dark points. I therefore take that to be the
correct form and colour, and the darker colour to be an accidental deviation. In pug-dogs such a
depth of colour would be considered a blemish, however beautiful it might be; even black pugs
do not obtain prizes in competition with a true-marked light dun; but whatever colour the body is
it should be clear and firm, rich and not clouded in any way. But I give Mr. Young's own views:

"The dun Siamese we have has won whenever shown; the body is of a dun colour, nose,
part  of the face,  ears,  feet,  and tail  of a very dark chocolate  brown, nearly black,  eyes  of a
beautiful blue by day, and of a red colour at night! My other prize cat is of a very rich chocolate
or seal, with darker face, ears, and tail; the legs are a shade darker, which intensifies towards the
feet. The eyes small,  of a rich amber colour, the ears are bare of hair, and not so much hair
between the eyes and the ears as the English cats have. The dun, unless under special judges,
invariably beats the chocolate at the shows. The tail is shorter and finer than our English cats.

"I may add that we lately have had four kittens from the chocolate cat by a pure dun
Siamese he-cat. All the young are dun coloured, and when born were very light, nearly white, but
are gradually getting the dark points of the parents; in fact, I expect that one will turn chocolate. 



The  cats  are  very  affectionate,  and  make  charming  ladies'  pets,  but  are  rather  more
delicate  than  our  cats,  but  after  they  have  once  wintered  in  England  they  seem  to  get
acclimatised.

"Mr. Brennand, who brought the chocolate one and another, a male, from Singapore last
year, informs me that there are two varieties, a large and small. Ours are the small; he also tells
me the chocolate is the most rare.

"I have heard a little more regarding the Siamese cats from Miss Walker, the daughter of
General Walker, who brought over one male and three females. It seems the only pure breed is
kept at the King of Siam's palace, and the cats are very difficult to procure, for in Siam it took
three different gentlemen of great influence three months before they could get any.

"Their food is fish and rice boiled together until quite soft, and Miss Walker finds the
kittens bred have thriven on it.

"It is my intention to try and breed from a white English female with blue eyes, and a
Siamese male.

"The Siamese cats are very prolific breeders,  having generally five at  each litter,  and
three litters a year.

"We have never succeeded in breeding any like our chocolate cat; they all come fawn,
with black or dark brown points; the last family are a little darker on their backs, which gives
them a richer appearance than the pale fawn. Hitherto we have never had any half-bred Siamese;
but there used to be a male Siamese at Hurworth-on-Tees, and there were many young bred from
English cats. They invariably showed the Siamese cross in the ground colour."

From the foregoing it will be seen how very difficult it is to obtain the pure breed, even in
Siam, and on reference to the Crystal Palace catalogues from the year 1871 until 1887, I find that
there were  fifteen females and only  four males, and some of these were not entire; and I have
always understood that the latter were not allowed to be exported, and were only got by those so
fortunate as a most extraordinary favour, as the King of Siam is most jealous of keeping the
breed entirely in Siam as royal cats.

The one exhibited by Lady Dorothy Nevill (Mrs. Poodle) had three kittens by an English
cat; but none showed any trace of the Siamese, being all tabby.

Although Mr. Herbert Young was informed by Mr. Brennand that there is another and a
larger breed in Siam, it does not appear that any of these have been imported; nor have we any
description of them, either as to colour, size, form, or quality of coat, or whether they resemble
the lesser variety in this or any respect, yet it is to be hoped that, ere long, some specimens may
be secured for this country.

Besides Mr. Herbert Young, I am also much indebted to the courtesy of Mrs. Vyvyan, of
Dover, who is a lover of this beautiful breed, and who kindly sends the following information:

"The original pair were sent from Bangkok, and it is believed that they came from the
King's Palace, where alone the breed are said to be kept pure. At any rate they were procured as a
great  favour,  after  much delay and great  difficulty,  and since that  time no others have been



attainable by the same person. We were in China when they reached us, and the following year,
1886, we brought the father, mother, and a pair of kittens to England.

"Their habits are in general the same as the common cat, though it has been observed by
strangers, 'there is a pleasant wild animal odour,' which is not apparent to us.

"Most of the kittens have a kink in the tail; it varies in position, sometimes in the middle,
close to the body, or at the extreme end like a hook."

This  tallies  with  the  description  given  by  Mr.  Darwin  of  the  Malayan  and  also  the
Siamese cats. See my notes on the Manx cat. Mr. Young had also noted this peculiarity in "the
Royal cat of Siam."

Mrs. Vyvyan further remarks:

"They are very affectionate and personally attached to their human friends, not liking to
be left alone, and following us from room to room more after the manner of dogs than cats.

"They are devoted parents, the old father taking the greatest interest in the young ones.

"They are friendly with the dogs of the house, occupying the same baskets; but the males
are very strong, and fight with great persistency with strange dogs, and conquer all other tom-
cats in their neighbourhood. We lost one, however, a very fine cat, in China in this way, as he
returned to the house almost torn to pieces and in a dying condition, from an encounter with
some animal which we think was one of the wild cats of the hills.

"We feed them on fresh fish boiled with rice, until the two are nearly amalgamated; they
also take bread and milk  warm, the milk having been boiled, and this diet seems to suit them
better than any other. They also like chicken and game. We have proved the fish diet is not
essential, as two of our cats (in Cornwall) never get it.

"Rather a free life seems necessary to their perfect acclimatisation, where they can go out
and provide themselves with raw animal food, 'feather and fur.'

"We find these cats  require a great  deal of care,  unless they live in the country,  and
become hardy through being constantly out of doors. The kittens are difficult to rear unless they
are born late in the spring, thus having the warm weather before them. Most deaths occur before
they are six months old.

"We have lost several kittens from worms, which they endeavour to vomit; as relief we
give them raw chicken heads, with the feathers on, with success. We also give cod-liver oil, if
the appetite fails and weight diminishes.

"When first born the colour is nearly pure white, the only trace of 'points' being a fine line
of dark gray at the edge of the ears; a gradual alteration takes place, the body becoming creamy,
the ears, face, tail, and feet darkening, until, about a year old, they attain perfection, when the
points should be the deepest brown, nearly black, and the body ash or fawn colour, eyes opal or
blue, looking red in the dark. After maturity they are apt to darken considerably, though not in all
specimens.



"They are most interesting and delightful pets. But owing to their delicacy and the great
care they require, no one, unless a real cat lover, should attempt to keep them; they cannot with
safety to their health be treated as common cats.

"During 'Susan's' (one of the cats) illness, the old he-cat came daily to condole with her,
bringing delicate 'attentions' in the form of freshly-caught mice. 'Loquat' also provided this for a
young family for whom she had no milk.

"Another,  'Saiwan,'  is  very clever  at  undoing the latch of the window in order to let
himself out; tying it up with string is of no use, and he has even managed to untwist wire that has
been used  to  prevent  his  going out  in  the  snow. We have at  present  two males,  four  adult
females, and five kittens." One of our kittens sent to Scotland last August, has done well.

Mrs.  Lee,  of Penshurst,  also has some fine specimens of the breed,  and of the same
colours as described. I take it, therefore, that the true breed, by consensus of opinion, is that of
the dun, fawn, or ash-coloured ground, with black points. Other colours should be shown in the
variety classes.

The head should be long from the ears to the eyes, and not over broad, and then rather
sharply taper off towards the muzzle, the forehead flat, and receding, the eyes somewhat aslant
downwards towards the nose, and the eyes of a pearly, yet bright blue colour, the ears usual size
and black, with little or no hair on the inside, with black muzzle, and round the eyes black. The
form should be slight, graceful, and delicately made, body long, tail rather short and thin, and the
legs somewhat short, slender, and the feet oval, not so round as the ordinary English cat. The
body should be one bright, uniform, even colour, not clouded, either rich fawn, dun, or ash. The
legs, feet, and tail black. The back slightly darker is allowable, if of a rich colour, and the colour
softened,  not  clouded.



 
PROPERLY MARKED SIAMESE CAT.



 



THE MANX CAT.

The Manx cat is well known, and is by no means uncommon. It differs chiefly from the
ordinary domestic cat in being tailless, or nearly so, the best breeds not having any; the hind legs
are thicker and rather longer, particularly in the thighs. It runs more like a hare than a cat, the
action of the legs being awkward, nor does it seem to turn itself so readily, or with such rapidity
and ease; the head is somewhat small for its size, yet thick and well set on a rather long neck; the
eyes large, round, and full, ears medium, and rather rounded at the apex. In colour they vary, but
I do not remember to have seen a white or many black, though one of the best that has come
under  my  notice  was  the  latter  colour.  I  have  examined  a  number  of  specimens  sent  for
exhibition at the Crystal Palace and other cat shows, and found in some a very short, thin, twisted
tail, in others a mere excrescence, and some with an appendage more like a knob. These I have
taken as having been operated upon when young, the tail being removed, but this may not be the
case, as Mr. St. George Mivart in his very valuable book on the cat, mentions a case where a
female cat had her tail so injured by the passage of a cart-wheel over it, that her master judged it
best to have it cut off near the base. Since then she has had two litters of kittens, and in each litter
one or more of the kittens had a  stump of tail, while their brothers and sisters had tails of the
usual  length.  But  were  there  no  Manx  cats  in  the  neighbourhood,  is  a  query.  This  case  is
analogous to the statement that the short-tailed sheep-dog was produced from parents that had
had their tails amputated; and yet this is now an established breed. Also a small black breed of
dogs from the Netherlands, which is now very fashionable. They are called "Chipperkes," and
have no tails, at least when exhibited. Mr. St. George Mivart further states that Mr. Bartlett told
him, as he has so stated to myself, that in the Isle of Man the cats have tails of different lengths,
from nothing up to ten inches. I have also been informed on good authority that the Fox Terrier
dogs, which invariably have (as a matter of fashion) their tails cut short, sometimes have puppies
with much shorter tails than the original breed; but this does not appear to take effect on sheep,
whose tails are generally cut off. I cannot, myself, come to the same conclusion as to the origin
of the Manx cat. Be this as it may, one thing is certain: that cross-bred Manx with other cats
often have young that are tailless. As a proof of this, Mr. Herbert Young, of Harrogate, has had
in his possession a very fine red female long-haired tailless cat, that was bred between the Manx
and a Persian. Another case showing the strong prepotency of the Manx cat. Mr. Hodgkin, of
Eridge, some time ago had a female Manx cat sent to him. Not only does she produce tailless
cats when crossed with the ordinary cat, but the progeny again crossed also frequently have some
tailless kittens in each litter. I have also been told there is a breed of tailless cats in Cornwall. Mr.
Darwin states in his book on "The Variation of Animals and Plants under Domestication," vol. i.
p. 47, that "throughout an immense area, namely, the Malayan Archipelago, Siam, Pequan, and
Burmah, all the cats have truncated tails about half the proper length, often with a sort of knob at
the end." This description tallies somewhat with the appearance of some of the Siamese cats that
have been imported, several of which, though they have fairly long and thin tails, and though
they are much pointed at the end, often have a break or kink. In a note Mr. Darwin says, "The
Madagascar cat is said to have a twisted tail." (See Desmares, in Encyclop. Nat. Mamm., 1820,
p. 233, for some other breeds.) Mr. St. George Mivart also corroborates the statement, so far as
the Malay cat is concerned. He says the tail is only half the ordinary length, and often contorted
into a sort of knot, so that it cannot be straightened. He further states, "Its contortion is due to
deformity of the bones of the tail," and there is a tailless breed of cats in the Crimea. Some of the



Manx cats I have examined have precisely the kind of tail here described—thin, very short, and
twisted,  that  cannot  be  straightened.  Is  it  possible  that  the  Manx  cat  originated  from  the
Malayan? Or rather is it a freak of nature perpetuated by selection? Be this as it may, we have the
Manx cat now as a distinct breed, and, when crossed with others, will almost always produce
some entirely tailless kittens, if not all. Many of the Siamese kittens bred here have kinks in their
tails.

The illustration I give is that of a prize winner at the Crystal Palace in 1880, 1881, 1882,
and  is  the  property  of  Mr.  J.  M.  Thomas,  of  Parliament  Street.  In  colour  it  is  a  brindled
tortoiseshell. It is eight years old. At the end of this description I also give a portrait of one of its
kittens, a tabby; both are true Manx, and neither have a particle of tail, only a very small tuft of
hair which is boneless. The hind quarters are very square and deep, as contrasted with other cats,
and the flank deeper, giving an appearance of great strength, the hind legs being longer, and
thicker in proportion to the fore legs, which are much slighter and tapering; even the toes are
smaller. The head is round for a she-cat, and the ears somewhat large and pointed, but thin and
fine in the hair, the cavity of the ear has less hair within it (also a trait of the Siamese) than some
other short-haired cats, the neck is long and thin, as are the shoulders. Its habits are the same as
those of most cats. I may add that Mr. Thomas, who is an old friend of mine, has had this breed
many  years,  and  kept  it  perfectly  pure.

 



VARIOUS COLOURS.

Those who have had much to do with breeding, and crossing of animals, birds, or plants,
well know that with time, leisure, and patience, how comparatively easy it is to improve, alter,
enlarge, or diminish any of these, or any part of them; and looking at the cat from this standpoint,
now that it is becoming "a fancy" animal, there is no prophesying what forms, colours, markings,
or other variations will be made by those who understand what can be done by careful, well-
considered matching, and skilful selection. We have now cats with no tails, short tails, and some
of moderate length, long tails bushy and hairy; but should a very long tail be in request, I have no
doubt whatever but that in a few years it would be produced; and now that there is a cat club
constituted for the welfare and improvement of the condition, as well as the careful breeding of
cats, curious and unforeseen results are most likely to be attained; but whether any will ever
excel the many beautiful varieties we now have, is a problem that remains to be solved.

This  concludes  the  numerous  varieties  of  colours and  the  proper  markings  of  the
domestic cat, as regards beauty and the points of excellence to be observed for the purposes of
exhibition. These are distinct, and as such, nearly all have classes for each individual colour and
marking,  and  therefore  it  is  imperative  that  the  owner  should  note  carefully  the  different
properties and beauties of his or her particular specimen, and also as carefully read the schedule
of prizes with such attention as to be enabled to enter his or her pet in the proper class; for, it is
not only annoying to the exhibitor but to the judge to find an animal sometimes of extraordinary
merit  placed  in  the  "wrong class"  by  sheer  inattention to  the  printed  rules and  instructions
prepared by the committee or promoters of the show. It is exceedingly distasteful, and I may say
almost distressing, to a judge to find a splendid animal wrongly entered, and so to feel himself
compelled to "pass it," and to affix the words fatal to all chance of winning—"Wrong class."
Again let me impress on exhibitors to be careful—very careful—in this matter—this matter of
entry—for I may say it is one of the reasons which has led to my placing these notes on paper,
though I have done so with much pleasure, and with earnest hope that they will be found of some
value and service to the "uninitiated."

Of course there are, as there must be, a number of beautiful shades of colour, tints, and
markings that are difficult to define or describe; colours and markings that are intermediate with
those noticed; but though in themselves they are extremely interesting, and even very beautiful,
they do not come within the range of the classes for certain definite forms of lines, spots, or
colourings, as I have endeavoured to point out, and, indeed, it was almost impossible to make a
sufficient number of classes to comprehend the whole. Therefore it has been considered wisest
and even necessary as  the  most  conducive  to  the best  interests  of  the  exhibitor  and also  to
simplify the difficulties of judging, and for the maintenance of the various forms of beauty of the
cat,  to  have  classes  wherein  they  are  shown  under  rules  of  colour,  points  of  beauty  and
excellence that are "hard and fast," and by this means all may not only know how and in what
class to exhibit, but also what their chance is of "taking honours."

As I have just stated, there are intermediate colours, markings, and forms, so extra classes
have been provided for these, under the heading of "any other variety of colour," and "any other
variety not before mentioned," and "any cats of peculiar structure." In this last case, the cats that
have abnormal formations, such as seven toes, or even nine on their fore and hind legs, peculiar



in other ways, such as three legs, or only two legs, as I have seen, may be exhibited. I regard
these, however, as malformations, and not to be encouraged, being generally devoid of beauty,
and lacking interest for the ordinary observer, and they also tend to create a morbid taste for the
unnatural and ugly, instead of the beautiful; the beautiful, be it what it may, is always pleasant to
behold; and there is but little, if any, doubt in my mind but that the constant companionship of
even a beautiful cat must have a soothing effect. Therefore, not in cats only, but in all things
have  the  finest  and  best.  Surround yourself  with  the  elegant,  the  graceful,  the  brilliant,  the
beautiful, the agile, and the gentle. Be it what it may, animal, bird, or flower, be careful to have
the best. A man, it is said, is made more or less by his environments, and doubtless this is to a
great extent, if not entirely, a fact; that being so, the contemplation of the beautiful must have its
quieting, restful influences, and tend to a brighter and happier state of existence. I am fully aware
there are many that may differ from me, though I feel sure I am not far wrong when I aver there
are few animals really more beautiful than a cat. If it is a good, carefully selected specimen, well
kept, well cared for, in high condition, in its prime of life, well-trained, graceful in every line,
bright in colour, distinct in markings, supple and elegant in form, agile and gentle in its ways, it
is beautiful to look at and must command admiration. Yes! the contemplation of the beautiful
elevates the mind, if only in a cat; beauty of any kind, is beauty, and has its refining influences.

 



USEFULNESS OF CATS.

In our urban and suburban houses what should we do without  cats? In our sitting or
bedrooms, our libraries, in our kitchens and storerooms, our farms, barns, and rickyards, in our
docks, our granaries, our ships, and our wharves, in our corn markets, meat markets, and other
places too numerous to mention, how useful they are! In our ships, however, the rats oft set them
at defiance; still they are of great service.

How wonderfully patient is the cat when watching for rats or mice, awaiting their egress
from their place of refuge or that which is their home! How well Shakespeare in  Pericles, Act
iii., describes this keen attention of the cat to its natural pursuit!

The cat, with eyne of burning coal,

Now crouches from (before) the mouse's hole.

A slight rustle, and the fugitive comes forth; a quick, sharp, resolute motion, and the cat
has proved its usefulness. Let any one have a plague of rats and mice, as I once had, and let them
be delivered therefrom by cats, as I was, and they will have a lasting and kind regard for them.

A friend not long since informed me that a cat at Stone's Distillery was seen to catch two
rats at one time, a fore foot on each. All the cats kept at this establishment, and there are several,
are of the red tabby colour, and therefore most likely all males.

I am credibly informed of a still more extraordinary feat of a cat in catching mice, that of
a red tabby cat which on being taken into a granary at Sevenoaks where there were a number of
mice, dashed in among a retreating group, and secured four, one with each paw and two in her
mouth.

At the office of  The Morning Advertiser, I am informed by my old friend Mr. Charles
Williams, they boast of a race of cats bred there for nearly half a century. In colour these are
mostly tortoiseshell, and some are very handsome.

The Government,  mindful  also of their  utility,  pay certain  sums,  which are regularly
passed through the accounts  quarterly,  for the purpose of providing and keeping cats  in our
public offices, dockyards, stores, shipping, etc.,  thereby proving, if proof were wanting, their
acknowledged worth.

In Vienna four cats are employed by the town magistrates to catch mice on the premises
of the municipality. A regular allowance is voted for their keep, and, after a limited period of
active service, they are placed on the "retired list," with a comfortable pension.

There are also a number of cats in the service of the United States Post Office. These cats
are distributed over the different offices to protect the bags from being eaten by rats and mice,
and the cost of providing for them is duly inscribed in the accounts. When a birth takes place, the
local postmaster informs the district superintendent of the fact, and obtains an addition to his
rations.



A short time ago, the budget of the Imperial Printing Office in France, amongst other
items, contained one for cats, which caused some merriment in the legislative chamber during its
discussion. According to the Pays these cats are kept for the purpose of destroying the numerous
rats and mice which infest the premises, and cause considerable damage to the large stock of
paper which is always stored there. This feline staff is fed twice a day, and a man is employed to
look after  them;  so that  for  cats'  meat  and the  keeper's  salary  no little  expense  is  annually
incurred; sufficient, in fact, to form a special item in the national expenditure.

Mr. W. M. Acworth, in his excellent book, "The Railways of England," gives a very
interesting account of the usefulness of the cat. He says, writing of the Midland Railway: "A few
miles further off, however—at Trent—is a still more remarkable portion of the company's staff,
eight  cats,  who  are  borne  on  the  strength  of  the  establishment,  and  for  whom a  sufficient
allowance of milk and cats' meat is provided. And when we say that the cats have under their
charge, according to the season of the year, from one to three or four hundred thousand empty
corn sacks, it will be admitted that the company cannot have many servants who better earn their
wages.

"The holes in the sacks, which are eaten by the rats which are not killed by the cats, are
darned by twelve women, who are employed by the company."

Few people know, or wish to know, what a boon to mankind is "The Domestic Cat."
Liked or disliked, there is the cat, in some cases unthought of or uncared for, but simply kept on
account of the devastation that would otherwise take place were rats and mice allowed to have
undivided possession. An uncle of mine had some hams sent from Yorkshire; during the transit
by rail the whole of the interior of one of the largest was consumed by rats. More cats at the
stations would possibly have prevented such irritating damage.

And further, it is almost incredible, and likewise almost unknown, the great benefit the
cat is to the farmer. All day they sleep in the barns, stables, or outhouses, among the hay or
straw. At eve they are seen about the rick-yard, the corn-stack, the cow and bullock yards, the
stables, the gardens, and the newly sown or mown fields, in quest of their natural prey, the rat
and mouse. In the fields the mice eat and carry off the newly-sown peas or corn, so in the garden,
or the ripened garnered corn in stacks; but when the cat is on guard much of this is prevented.
Rats  eat  corn  and carry  off  more,  kill  whole  broods  of  ducklings  and  chickens  in  a  night,
undermine buildings, stop drains, and unwittingly do much other injury to the well-being of the
farmers and others. What a ruinous thing it would be, and what a dreadfully horrible thing it is to
be overrun with rats, to say nothing of mice. In this matter man's best friend is the cat. Silent,
careful, cautious, and sure, it is at work, while the owner sleeps, with an industry, a will, and
purpose that never rests nor tires from dewy eve till rosy morn, when it will glide through "the
cat  hole"  into the  barn for  repose among  the  straw,  and when night  comes,  forth again;  its
usefulness scarcely imagined, much less known and appreciated.

They who remember old Fleet Prison, in Farringdon Street, will scarcely believe that the
debtors there confined were at times so neglected as to be absolutely starving; so much so, that a
Mr. Morgan, a surgeon of Liverpool, being put into that prison, was ultimately reduced so low by
poverty, neglect, and hunger, as to catch mice by the means of a cat for his sustenance. This is
stated  to  be  the fact  in  a  book written  by Moses  Pitt,  "The Cries  of  the  Oppressed,"  1691.



 



GENERAL MANAGEMENT.

FEEDING.

Adult cats require less food in proportion than kittens, for two reasons. One is this: a
kitten is growing, and therefore extra bone, flesh, skin, hair, and all else has to be provided for;
while in the adults, these are more or less acquired, and also they procure for themselves, in
various ways in country or suburban localities, much live and other food, and no animal is the
better for over or excessive feeding, especially if confined, or its chances of exercise contracted.

I have tried many ways or methods of feeding, biscuits of sorts, liver, lights, horseflesh,
bread and milk, rice, fish, and cat mixtures, but have always attained the best results by giving
new milk as drink, and raw shin of beef for food, with grass, boiled asparagus stems, cabbage-
lettuce, or some other vegetable, either cooked or fresh. Good horseflesh is much liked by the
cat, and it thrives well on it. I do not believe in either liver or lights as a flesh or bone maker.
Besides the beef, there are the "tit-bits" that the household cat not only usually receives, but
looks for or expects.

My dear friend, Mr. John Timbs, in "Things not Generally Known," avers that cats are
not so fond of fish as flesh, and that the statement that they are is a fallacy. He says, put both
before them and they will take the flesh first, and this I have found to be correct. I should only
give fresh fish, as a rule, to a cat when unwell, more as an alternative than food.

As raw meat or other raw food is natural to the cat, it is far the best, with vegetables, for
keeping the body, coat, and skin in good condition and health, and the securing of a rich, bright,
high colour and quality. On no account try to improve these by either medicinal liquids, pills, or
condiments; nothing can be much worse, as reflection will prove. If the cat is healthy, it is at its
best,  and will  keep so by proper food; if  unwell,  then use such medicines  as the disease or
complaint it suffers from requires, and not otherwise. Many horses and other animals have their
constitutions  entirely  ruined  by  what  are  called  "coat  tonics,"  which  are  useless,  and  only
believed in and practised by the thoughtless, gullible, and foolish. Does any one, or will any one
take pills, powders, or liquids, for promoting the colour or texture of their hair; would any one be
so silly? And yet we are coolly told to give such things to our animals. Granted that in illness
medicine is of much service, in health it is harmful, and tends to promote disease where none
exists.

SLEEPING PLACES.

I much prefer a round basket filled with oat straw to anything else; some urge that a box
is better;  my cats have a basket.  It  is  well  to sprinkle the straw occasionally with Keating's
Powder or flour of sulphur, which is a preventive of insect annoyances, and "Prevention is better
than cure."

Never shut cats up in close cupboards for the night, there being little or no ventilation; it
is most injurious, pure air being as essential to a cat as to a human being.



Always have a box with dry earth near the cat's sleeping place, unless there is an opening
for egress near.

Do not, as a rule, put either collar or ribbon on your cat; though they may thereby be
improved in appearance,  they are too apt to get entangled or caught by the collar, and often
strangulation ensues; besides which, in long-haired cats, it spoils their mane or frill. Of course at
shows it is allowable.

All cats, as well as other animals, should have ready access to a pan of clear water, which
should be changed every day, and the pan cleaned.

Fresh air, sunlight, and warm sunshine are good, both for cats and their owners.

It is related of Charles James Fox that, walking up St. James's Street from one of the
club-houses with the Prince of Wales, he laid a wager that he would see more cats than the
Prince in his walk, and that he might take which side of the street he liked. When they reached
the top, it was found that Mr. Fox had seen thirteen cats, and the Prince not one. The Royal
personage  asked  for  an  explanation  of  this  apparent  miracle.  Mr.  Fox  said:  "Your  Royal
Highness took, of course, the shady side of the way as most agreeable; I knew the sunny side
would be left for me, and cats always prefer the sunshine."

A most essential requisite for the health of the cat is cleanliness. In itself the animal is
particularly so, as may be observed by its constant habit of washing, or cleaning its fur many
times a day; therefore, a clean basket, clean straw, or clean flannel, to lie on—in fact, everything
clean is not only necessary, but is a necessity for its absolute comfort.

Mr. Timbs says: "It is equally erroneous that she is subject to fleas;  the small  insect,
which  infests  the  half-grown  kitten,  being  a  totally  different  animal,  exceedingly  swift  in
running, but not salient or leaping like a flea."

In this Mr. Timbs slightly errs. Cats do have fleas, but not often, and of a different kind to
the ordinary flea; but I have certainly seen them jump.

In dressing the coat of the cat no comb should be used, more especially with the long-
haired varieties; but if so, which I do not recommend, great care should be used not to drag the
hair so that it comes out, or breaks, otherwise a rough, uneven coat will and must be the result.

Should the hair become clotted, matted, or felted, as is sometimes the case, it ought to be
moistened, either with oil or soft-soap, a little water being added, and when the application has
well soaked in, it will be found comparatively easy to separate the tangle with the fingers by
gently pulling out from the mass a few hairs at a time, after which wash thoroughly, and use a
soft,  long-haired brush; but this  must be done with discretion,  so as not to spoil  the natural
waviness of the hair, or to make it lie in breadths instead of the natural, easy, carelessly-parted
flaky appearance, which shows the white or blue cat off to such advantage.

WASHING.

Most cats have a dislike to water, and as a rule, and under ordinary conditions, generally
keep  themselves  clean,  more  especially  the  short-haired  breeds;  but,  as  is  well  known,  the



Angora, Persian, and Russian, if not taken care of, are sure to require washing, the more so to
prepare them for exhibition, as there is much gain in the condition in which a cat comes before
the judge.

There are many cases of cats taking to the water and swimming to certain points to catch
fish, or for other food, on record; yet it is seldom that they take a pleasure in playing about in it. I
therefore think it well to mention that I had a half-bred black and white Russian, that would
frequently jump into the bath while it was being filled, and sit there until the water rose too high
for its safety. Thus cats may be taught to like washing.

If a cat is to be washed, treat it as kindly and gently as is possible, speaking in a soothing
tone, and in no way be hasty or sudden in your movements, so as to raise distrust or fear. Let the
water be warm but not hot, put the cat in slowly, and when its feet rest on the bottom of the tub,
you may commence the washing.

Mr. A. A. Clarke, the well-known cat fancier, says: "I seldom wash my cats, I rather
prefer giving them a good clean straw-bed, and attending to their general health and condition,
and they will then very seldom require washing. I find that much washing makes the coat harsh
and poor, and I also know from experience that it is 'a work of art' to wash a cat properly, and
requires an artist in that way to do it. My plan is to prepare some liquid soap, by cutting a piece
into shreds, and putting it into cold water, and then boiling it for an hour. I then have two clean
tubs got ready, one to wash, the other to rinse in. Have soft water about blood heat, with a very
small piece of soda in the washing-tub, into which I place the cat, hind-quarters first, having
some one that it knows perfectly well, to hold and talk to the cat while the washing is going on. I
begin with the tail, and thoroughly rubbing in the soap with my hands, and getting by degrees
over the body and shoulders up to the ears, leaving the head until the cat is rinsed in the other
tub,  which  ought  to  be  half  filled  with  warm  soft  water,  into  which  I  place  the  cat,  and
thoroughly rinse out all the soap, when at the same time I wash the head, and I then sit in front of
the fire and dry with warm towels; and if it is done well and thoroughly, it is a good three hours'
hard work."

I would add to the foregoing that I should use Naldire's dog soap, which I have found
excellent in all ways, and it also destroys any insect life that may be present.

Also in washing, be careful not to move the hands in circles, or the hair will become
entangled and knotty, and very difficult to untwist or unravel. Take the hair in the hands, and
press the softened soap through and through the interstices, and when rinsing do the same with
the water, using a large sponge for the purpose. After drying I should put the cat in a box lightly,
full of oat straw, and place it in front of, or near a fire, at such distance as not to become too
warm, and only near enough to prevent a chill before the cat is thoroughly dry.

MATING.

Yet nature is made better by no mean,

But nature makes that mean: so, o'er that art,

Which, you say, adds to nature, is an art



That nature makes.

           Coriolanus, Act II. Scene I.

This requires much and careful consideration, and in this, as well as in many other things,
experience and theory join hands, while the knowledge of the naturalist and fancier is of great
and superlative  value;  yet,  with  all  combined,  anything  like  certainty  can  never  be assured,
although the possession of pedigree is added, and the different properties of food, health, quality,
and  breed  understood  and  taken  into  account.  Still,  much  may  be  gained  by  continued
observation and close study of the peculiar properties of colour, besides that of form. If, for
instance, a really, absolutely blue cat, without a shade of any other colour, were obtainable, and
likewise a pure, clear, canary yellow, there is little doubt that at a distant period, a green would
be the ultimate goal of success. But the yellow tabby is not a yellow, nor the blue a blue. There
being, then, only a certain variety of colours in cats, the tints to be gained are limited entirely to a
certain set of such colours, and the numerous shades and half-shades of these mixed, broken, or
not, into tints, markings light or dark, as desired. To all colour arrangements, if I may so call
them, by the mind, intellect, or hand of man, there is a limit, beyond which none can go. It is thus
far and no further.

There is the black cat, and the white; and between these are intervening shades, from very
light, or white-gray, to darker, blue, dark blue, blackish blue, gray and black. If a blue-black is
used, the lighter colours are of one tint; if a brown-black, they are another.

Then in what are termed the sandies and browns, it commences with the yellow-white tint
scarcely  visible  apart  from  white  to  the  uninitiated  eye;  then  darker  and  darker,  until  it
culminates in deep brown, with the intervening yellows, reds, chestnuts, mahoganys, and such
colours, which generally are striped with a darker colour of nearly their own shade, until growing
denser, it ends in brown-black.

The gray tabby has a ground colour of gray. In this there are the various shades from little
or no markings, leaving the colour a brown or gray, or the gray gradually disappearing before the
advance of the black in broader and broader bands, until the first is excluded and black is the
result.

The tortoiseshell is a mixture of colours in patches, and is certainly an exhibition of what
may be done by careful selection, mating, and crossing of an animal while under the control of
man, in a state of thorough domestication. What the almond tumbler is to the pigeon fancier, so
is the tortoiseshell cat to the cat fancier, or the bizarre tulip to the florist. As regards colour, it is a
triumph of art over nature, by the means of skilful, careful mating, continued with unwearying
patience. We get the same combination of colour in the guinea-pig, both male and female, and
therefore this is in part a proof that by proper mating, eventually a tortoiseshell male cat should
soon be  by no means  a  rarity.  There  are  rules,  which,  if  strictly  followed under  favourable
conditions, ought to produce certain properties, such properties that may be desired, either by
foolish (which generally it is) fashion, or the production of absolute beauty of form, markings in
colours, or other brilliant effects, and which the true fanciers endeavour to obtain. It is to this
latter I shall address my remarks, rather than to the reproduction of the curious, the inelegant, or
the deformed, such as an undesirable number of toes, which are impediments to utility.



In the first place, the fancier must thoroughly make up his mind as to the variety of form,
colour, association of colours or markings by which he wishes to produce, if possible, perfection;
and, having done so, he must provide himself with such stock as, on being mated, are likely to
bring such progeny as will enable him in due time to attain the end he has in view. This being
gained, he must also prepare himself for many disappointments, which are the more likely to
accrue from the reason that, in all probability, he starts without any knowledge of the ancestry or
pedigree of the animals with which he begins his operations. Therefore, for this reason, he has to
gain his knowledge of any aptitude for divergence from the ordinary or the common they may
exhibit, or which his practical experience discovers, and thus, as it were, build up a family with
certain  points  and qualities  before he can actually embark  in the real  business of accurately
matching and crossing so as to produce the results which, by a will, undeviating perseverance,
and patience, he is hoping to gain eventually—the perfection he so long, ardently, and anxiously
seeks to acquire; but he must bear in mind that that, on which he sets his mark, though high, must
come within the limits and compass of that which is attainable, for it is not the slightest use to
attempt that which is not within the charmed circle of possibilities.

TORTOISESHELLS.

I place these first on the list because, being an old pigeon fancier and somewhat of a
florist, I deem these to be the breed wherein there is the most art and skill required to produce
properly all the varied mottled beauty of bright colours that a cat of this breed should possess;
and those who have bred tortoiseshells well know how difficult a task it is.

In breeding for this splendid, gorgeous, and diversified arrangement of colouring, a black,
or even a blue, may be used with a yellow or red tabby female, or a white male, supposing either
or  both  were  the  offspring  of  a  tortoiseshell mother.  The  same  males  might  be  used  with
advantage with a tortoiseshell female. This is on the theory of whole colours, and patches or
portions of whole colours, without bars or markings when possible. In the same way some of the
best almond tumbler pigeons are bred from an almond cock mated to a yellow hen. The difficulty
here, until lately, has been to breed hens of the varied mottling on almond colour, the hen almost
invariably coming nearly, if not quite yellow—so much so that forty to fifty years ago a yellow
hen was considered as a pair to an almond cock, in the same way as the red tabby male is now
regarded in respect to the tortoiseshell female; and it was not until at Birmingham, many years
ago, when acting as judge, I refused to award prizes to them as such, that the effort was made,
and a successful one, to breed almond-coloured hens with the same plumage as the cock—that is,
the three colours. With cats the matter is entirely different, it being the male at present that is the
difficulty, if a real difficulty it may be called.

Mr. Herbert Young, a most excellent cat fancier and authority on the subject, is of opinion that if
a tortoiseshell male cat could be found, it would not prove fertile with a tortoiseshell female. But
of this I am very doubtful, because, if the red and the yellow tabby is so, which is decidedly a
weaker colour, I do not see how it can possess more vitality than a cat marked with the  three
colours; in fact the latter ought, in reality, to be more prolific, having black as one of the colours,
which is a strong colour, blue being only the weak substitute, or with white combined. A whole
black is one of the strongest colours and most powerful of cats.



Reverting once again to the pigeon fancier by way of analogy, take, as an instance, what
is termed the silver-coloured pigeon, or the yellow. These two, and duns, are, by loss of certain
pigments,  differently  coloured  and constituted  (like  the  tortoiseshell  among  cats)  from other
varieties of pigeons of harder colours, such as blues, and blacks, or even reds. For a long time
silver turbit cock pigeons were so scarce that, until I bred some myself, I had never seen such a
thing; yet hens were common enough, and got from silver and blues. In the nestling before the
feathers come, the young of these colours are without down, and are thus thought to be, and
doubtless are, a weakly breed; yet there is no absolute diminution of strength, beyond that of
colour, when silver is matched to silver; but dun with dun, these last go lower in the scale, losing
the black tint,  and not unfrequently the colour is yellow; or, matched with black,  breed true
blacks.  I  am,  therefore,  of  opinion  that  a  tortoiseshell  male  and female  would,  and should,
produce the best of tortoiseshells, both male and female.

It not unfrequently happens that from a tortoiseshell mother, in the litter of kittens there
are male blacks and clear whites, and I have known of one case when a good blue and one where
the mixed colours were blue, light red, and light yellow were produced, while the sisters in the
litter were of the usual pure tortoiseshell markings. In such cases, generally, the latter only are
kept, unless it is the blue, the others being too often destroyed. My own plan would be to breed
from such black or white males, and if not successful in the first attempt, to breed again in the
same way with the young obtained with such cross; and I have but little doubt that, by so doing,
the result so long sought after would be achieved. At least, I deem it far more likely to be so than
the present plan of using the red tabby as the male, which are easily produced, though very few
are of high excellence in richness of ground tints.

TORTOISESHELL-AND-WHITE.

If tortoiseshell-and-white are desired, then a black-and-white male may be selected, being
bred in the same way as those recommended for the pure tortoiseshell, or one without white if
the female has white; but on no account should an ordinary tabby be tolerated, but a red tabby
female of deep colour, or having white, may be held in request, though I would prefer patches of
colour not in any way barred.  The gray tabby will  throw barred,  spotted,  or banded kittens,
mixed  with  tortoiseshell,  which  is  the  very  worst  form of  mottling,  and is  very difficult  to
eradicate. A gray "ticking" will most likely appear between the dark colour, as it does between
the black bars of the tabby.

BLACK.

The best black, undoubtedly, are those bred from tortoiseshell mothers or females. The
black is generally more dense, and less liable to show any signs of spots, bands, or bars, when
the animal is in the sun or a bright light; when this is so, it is fatal to a black as regards its chance
of a prize, or even notice, and it comes under the denomination of a black tabby.

If  a black and a white  cat  are mated,  let  the black be the male,  blacks having more
stamina, the issue will probably be either white or black; and also when you wish the black to be
perpetuated, the black male must be younger. In 1884, a black female cat was exhibited with five
white kittens. I have just seen a beautiful black Persian whose mother was a clear white; this, and



the foregoing example, prove either colour represents the same for the purpose of breeding to
colour.

For breeding black with white, take care that the white is the gray-white, and not the
yellow-white;  the  first  generally  has  orange or  yellow eyes,  and this  is  one  of  the  required
qualities in the black cat. If a yellow-white with blue eyes, this type of eye would be detrimental,
and most likely the eyes of the offspring would have a green stain, or possibly be of odd colours.

It should be borne in mind, that black kittens are seldom or ever so rich in colour when
newly born, as they afterwards become; therefore, if without spots or bars, and of a deep self
brown-black, they will in all possibility be fine in colour when they gain their adult coat. This the
experienced fancier well knows, though the tyro often destroys that which will ultimately prove
of value, simply from ignorance. An instance of the brown-black kitten is before me as I write, in
a beautiful Persian, which is now changing from the dull kitten self brown-black on to a brilliant
glossy, jetty beauty.

BLUES.

Blue in cats is one of the most extraordinary colours of any, for the reason that it is the
mixture of black which is no colour, and white which is no colour, and this is the more curious
because black mated with white generally produces either one colour or the other, or breaks
black  and  white,  or  white  and  black.  The  blue  being,  as  it  were,  a  weakened  black,  or  a
withdrawal by white of some, if not all, of the brown or red, varying in tint according to the
colour of the black from which it was bred, dark-gray, or from weakness in the stamina of the
litter. In the human species an alliance of the Negro, or African race, and the European, produces
the mulatto, and some other shades of coloured skin, though the hair generally retains the black
hue; but seldom or ever are the colours broken up as in animal life, the only instance that has
come to my knowledge, and I believe on record, being that of the spotted Negro boy, exhibited at
fairs in England by Richardson, the famous showman; but in this case both the parents were
black, and natives of South Africa. The boy arrived in England in September, 1809, and died
February, 1813. His skin and hair were everywhere parti-coloured, transparent brown and white;
on the crown of his head several triangles, one within the other, were formed by alternations of
the colour of the hair.

In other domestic animals blue colour is not uncommon. Blue-tinted dogs, rabbits, horses
of a blue-gray, or spotted with blue on a pink flesh colour, as in the naked horse shown at the
Crystal Palace some years ago, also pigs; and all these have likewise broken colours of blue, or
black, and white. I do not remember having seen any blue cattle, nor any blue guinea-pigs, but
no doubt these latter will soon exist. When once the colour or break from the black is acquired, it
is then easy to go on multiplying the different shades and varieties of tint and tone, from the dark
blue-black to the very light, almost white-gray. In some places in Russia, I am told, blue cats are
exceedingly common; I have seen several shown under the names of Archangel, and others as
Chartreuse and Maltese cats. Persians are imported sometimes of this colour, both dark and light.
Next kin to it is the very light-gray tabby, with almost the same hue, if not quite so light-gray
markings. Two such mated have been known to produce very light self grays, and of a lovely
hue, a sort of "morning gray"; these matched with black should breed blues. Old male black, and
young female white cats, have been known to produce kittens this colour. There is a colony of



farm cats at Rodmell, Sussex, from which very fine blues are bred. Light silver tabby males, and
white females, are also apt to have one or so in a litter of kittens; but these generally are not such
good blues, the colour being a gray-white, or nearly so, should the hair or coat be parted or
divided, the skin being light. The very dark, if from brown-black, are not so blue, but come under
the denomination of "smokies," or blue "smokies," with scarcely a tint of blue in them; some
"smokies"  are white,  or nearly so,  with dark tips to the hair;  these more often occur among
Persian than English cats, though I once had a smoky tabby bred from a black and a silver tabby.
Importations of some of the former are often extremely light, scarcely showing any markings.
These, and such as these, are very valuable where a self blue is desired. If these light colours are
females, a smoke-coloured male is an excellent cross, as it already shows a weakened colour. For
a very light, tender, delicate, light-gray long-haired self, I should try a white male, and either a
rich blue, or a soft gray, extremely lightly-marked tabby.

As a rule, all broken whites, such as black and white, should be avoided; because, as I
explained  at  the  commencement  of  these  notes  on  blues,  the  blue  is  black  and  white
amalgamated, or the brown withdrawn from the colouring, or, if not, with the colours breaking,
or becoming black and white. If whole coloured blues are in request, then parti-colours, such as
white and black, or black and white, are best excluded. Blue and white are easily attainable by
mating a blue male with a white and black female.

The best and deepest coloured of the blue short-haired cats are from Archangel. Those I
have seen were very fine in colour, the pelage being the same colour to the skin, which was also
dark and of a uniform lilac-tinted blue. Some come by chance. I knew of a blue English cat,
winner of several prizes, whose parents were a black and white male mated with a "light-gray
tabby" and white; but this was an exception to the rule, for strongly-marked tabbies are not a
good cross.

BROWN TABBY.

For the purpose of breeding rich brown black-striped tabbies, a male of a rich dark rufous
or red tabby should be selected, the bands being regular and not too broad, the lighter or ground
colour showing well between the lines; if the black lines are very broad, it is then a black, striped
with brown, instead of a brown with black, which is wrong. With this match a female of a good
brown ground colour, marked with dense, not broad, black bands, having clear, sharply defined
edges. Note also that the centre line of the back is a distinct line, with the brown ground colour
on which it is placed being in no way interspersed with black, and at least as broad as the black
line; by this cross finely-marked kittens of a brilliant colour may be expected. But if the progeny
are not so bright as required, and the ground colour not glowing enough, then, when the young
arrive at maturity, mate with a dark-yellow red tabby either male or female.

Very  beautiful  brown  tabbies  are  also  to  be  found  among  the  litters  of  the  female
tortoiseshell, allied with a dark-brown tabby with narrow black bars. It is a cross that may be
tried with advantage for both variety and richness of colour, among which it will not be found
difficult to find something worthy of notice.



WHITE.

Of English, or short-haired cats, the best white are those from a tortoiseshell mother, and
as often some of the best blacks. These whites are generally of soft yellow, or sandy tint of
white. Although they have pink noses, as also are the cushions of their feet, they are not Albinos,
not having the peculiar pink or red eyes, nor are they deficient in sight. I have seen and examined
with much care some hundreds of white cats, but have never yet seen one with pink eyes, though
it  has been asserted that such exist,  and there is  no reason why they should not.  Still,  I  am
inclined to think they do not, and the pale blue eyes, or the red tinted blue, like those of the
Siamese, take the place of it in the feline race; neither have I ever seen a white horse with pink
eyes, but I find it mentioned in one of the daily papers that among other presents to the Emperor
of Russia,  the Bokhara Embassy took with them ten thoroughbred saddle-horses of different
breeds, one of them being a magnificent animal—a pure white stallion with blue eyes.

The cold gray-white is the opposite of the black, and this knowledge should not be lost
sight of in mating. It generally has yellow or light orange eyes. This colour, in a male, may be
crossed with the yellow-white with advantage, when more strength of constitution is required;
but otherwise I deem the best matching is that of two yellow-white, both with blue eyes, for soft
hair,  elegance,  and beauty;  but  even a  black  male  and a  white  female  produce  whites,  and
sometimes blacks, but the former are generally of a coarse description,  and harsh in coat by
comparison. I think the blue-eyed white are a distinct breed from the common ordinary white cat,
nor do I remember any such being bred from those with eyes of yellow colour.

ABYSSINIAN.

To breed these true, it is well to procure imported or pedigree stock, for many cats are
bred in England from ordinary tabbies, that so nearly resemble Abyssinian in colour as scarcely
to be distinguished from the much-prized foreigners. The males are generally of a darker colour
than the females, and are mostly marked with dark-brown bands on the forehead, a black band
along the back which ends at the tip of the tail, with which it is annulated. The ticking should be
of the truest kind, each hair being of three distinct colours, blue, yellow, or red, and black at the
points, the cushions of the feet black, and back of the hind-legs. Choose a female, with either
more red or yellow, the markings being the same, and, with care in the selection, there will be
some very brilliant specimens. Eyes bright orange-yellow.

ABYSSINIAN CROSSES.

Curiously coloured as the Abyssinian cat is, and being a true breed, no doubt of long far
back ancestry, it is most useful in crossing with other varieties, even with the Persian, Russian,
Angora, or the Archangel, the ticking hues being easy of transmission, and is then capable of
charming  and  delightful  tints,  with  breadths  of  beautiful  mottled  or  grizzled  colouring,  if
judiciously  mated.  The  light  tabby Persian,  matched  with  a  female  Abyssinian,  would  give
unexpected surprises, so with the dark blue Archangel; a well-ticked blue would not only be a
novelty, but an elegant colour hitherto unseen. A deep red tabby might result in a whole colour,
bright red, or a yellow tint. I have seen a cat nearly black ticked with white, which had yellow
eyes. It was truly a splendid and very beautiful animal, of a most recherché colour. Matched with



a silver-gray tabby, a silver-gray tick is generally the sequence. A yellow-white will possibly
prove excellent. Try it!

WHITE AND BLACK.

For white and black choose evenly marked animals, in which white predominates. I have
seen three differently bred cats, white, with black ears and tails, all else being white, and been
informed  of  others.  I  failed  to  notice  the  colour  of  the  eyes  which  came  under  my  own
observation, for which I am sorry, for much depends on the colour of the eyes in selection; for
though the parents are white and black, many gray and white, tabby and white, even yellow and
white will appear among the kittens, gray being the original colour, and black the sport.

BLACK AND WHITE.

A deep brown, dense black ground, with a blaze up the face, white nose and lips, should
be chosen—white chest and white feet. Get a female as nearly as possible so marked, and being a
dense blue-black, both with orange eyes, when satisfactorily marked, and sable and white kittens
may be expected.

BLUE TABBY.

A slate colour, or a blue male cat, mated with a strongly black-marked, though narrow-
banded blue or gray tabby,  is  the best  for dark blue tabbies,  or a light-gray,  evenly-marked
female may be used. What a lovely thing a white cat, marked with black stripes, would be! It
may be got.

SPOTTED TABBY.

For spotted tabby the best brown are those got by mating a spotted red tabby, the darker
the better, and a brown and black spotted female. These should be carefully selected, not only for
their ground colour, but also for the roundness, distinctness, blackness, and arrangements of their
spots.

For grays, blues, and light ash-coloured tabbies, the same care should be exercised, the
only difference being the choice of ground colours.

FANCY COLOURS.

By other  odd and  fanciful  combinations,  many beautiful  mottles  and stripes  may  be
secured, and strange, quaint, harmonious arrangements of lines and spots produced according to
"fancy's dictates;" but the foregoing are the chief colours in request for exhibition purposes, and
most of the colour marking. In any other colour classes, the beauties, whatever they may be, are
chiefly  the  result  of  accident  or  sports,  selected  for  such  beauty,  or  in  other  ways  equally
interesting.



 

 



CAT AND KITTENS.

Care and attention is necessary when the cat is likely to become a mother. A basket or
box, half filled with sweet hay, or clean oat straw, with some flannel in the winter, is absolutely
requisite, and a quiet nook or corner selected away from light, noise, and intrusion. Some prefer
a  box  made  like  a  rabbit-hutch,  with  sleeping  place,  and  a  barred  door  to  one  or  both
compartments  which may be closed when thought  necessary for comfort  and quiet.  The cat
should be placed within, with food and new milk by or inside, and there be regularly fed for a
few days, all pans and plates to be kept well washed, and only as much food given at a time as
can be eaten at one meal, so that everything is clean and fresh. Cats, as I have before stated,
delight in cleanliness, therefore this, nor any comfort, should not be forgotten or omitted, for so
much depends on her health and the growth of her little family, with regard to their future well-
being.

The cat brings forth three times a year, and often more. The time of gestation is to sixty-
three days, and the number of the kittens varies much. Some will have five to six at a birth, while
others never have more than two or three. I had a blue tabby, "The Old Lady," which never had
more than one. The cat, however, is a very prolific animal, and, if of long life, produces a very
numerous  progeny.  The  Derby  Gazette,  December  10th,  1886,  states:—"There  is  a  cat  at
Cromford, the age of which is nineteen years. It belonged to the late Mr. Isaac Orme, who died a
few months ago. The old man made an entry of all the kittens the cat had given birth to, which,
up to the time of his death, numbered 120. It has now just given birth to one more. It will not
leave the house where the old man died, except to visit a neighbouring house, where there is a
harmonium; and when the instrument is being played, the cat will go and stand on its hind-legs
beside the player."

Cats  live  to  various  ages,  the  oldest  I  have  seen  being  twenty-one  years,  and  the
foregoing is the greatest age at which I have known one to breed. But I am indebted to Mrs.
Paterson, of Tunbridge Wells, for the information that Mr. Sandal had a cat that lived to the
extraordinary age of twenty-four years. I have seen Mr. Sandal, and found that such was the case.
It was a short-haired cat, and rather above the usual size, and tabby in colour.

When littered,  the  kittens  are  weak,  blind,  deaf,  helpless  little  things,  and it  appears
almost impossible they can ever attain the supple grace and elegance of form and motion so
much admired in the fully-developed cat.

The state of visual darkness continues until the eighth or ninth day, during which the
eyesight is gradually developing. After this they grow rapidly, and, at the age of a few weeks, the
gamboling, frolicsome life of "kittenhood" begins, and they begin to feed, lap milk, if slightly
warm, when placed in front of them.

No animal is more fond and attentive than the cat; she is the most tender and gentle of
nurses, watching closely every movement of her young. With the utmost solicitude she brings the
choicest morsels of her own food, which she lays before them, softly purring, while with gentle
and motherly ways she attracts them to the spot while she sits or stands, looking on with evident
satisfaction,  full of almost uncontrollable pleasure and delight,  at their  eager, but often futile
attempts and endeavours to eat and enjoy the dainty morsel.  Yet nothing is wasted, for after



waiting what appears to her a reasonable time, and giving them every encouragement, and with
the most exemplary patience, she teaches them what they should do, and how, by slowly making
a meal of the residue herself, frequently stopping and fondling and licking them in the hope they
will yet make another effort. What can be more sensitively touching than the following anecdote,
sent to The Animal World by C. E. N., in 1876? It is a little poem of everyday life, full of deep
feeling and feline love.

"I have a small tabby cat, very comely and graceful. Being very fond of her kitten, she is
always uneasy if she loses sight of it if only for a short time. For the last six weeks, the mother,
failing to recall the truant back by her voice, even returns to the kitchen for the lower portion of a
rabbit's fore-leg, which has served as a plaything for some time. With this in her mouth, she
proceeds to search for her lost one, crying all the time, and, putting it down at her feet, repeats
her  entreaties,  to  which the kitten,  allured  by the sight  of  its  plaything,  generally  responds.
Owing to its gambols in the open air during the inclement weather, the kitten was seized with an
affliction of the throat; the mother, puzzled with the prostration of its offspring, brought down
the rabbit's foot to attract attention. In vain; the kitten died. Even now the loving mother searches
for the rabbit's foot, and brings it down."

An instance of the peculiar foresight and instinct, so often observable in the cat, is related
in The Animal World, October, 1882. Miss M. writes: "This house is very old, and big impudent
rats often appear in the shop, so a cat is always kept on the premises. Pussy is about five years
old, and is a handsome, light tortoiseshell, with a pretty face and coaxing ways. A month ago she
had three kittens, one of which was kept; they were born in the drawing-room, by the side of the
piano. When the two were taken away, pussy carried the one remaining to the fireplace, and
made  it  a  bed  under  the  grate  with  shavings.  When  a  fortnight  old,  both  were  removed
downstairs to the room behind the shop. One day last week an enormous rat appeared; pussy
spied him, and set up her back; but her motherly instinct prevailed. She looked round the shop,
and, finding a drawer high up a little way open, she jumped with her kitten in her mouth, and
dropped it into the drawer, after which she descended and fought a battle royal with the rat,
which she soon despatched and carried to her mistress, then went back to the drawer and brought
out her kitten."

Here is another fact as regards the observation of cats, which possibly, in this respect, is
not far different from some other domestic animals. "A gray and white cat, 'Jenny' (a house cat),
had three kittens in the hollow stump of an old ash-tree, some distance from the house. There,
from time  to  time,  she  took them food,  and there  nursed  them.  One day,  looking from the
window,  I  observed  a  very  heavy  storm was  approaching,  and  also,  what  should  I  see  but
Mistress 'Jenny' running across the meadow as fast as she could, and, on her drawing nearer, I
noticed that she had one of her kittens in her mouth. She ran past and put the kitten into a small
outhouse, when she immediately hastened back, and returned bringing another of her kittens,
which she put in the same place. Again she started for the wood, and shortly reappeared bringing
her third and last kitten, though more slowly, seemingly very tired. I was just thinking of going
to help her, when she suddenly quickened her pace and ran for the outhouse; just then a few
drops of rain began to fall. In a few moments a deluge of water was falling, the lightning was
flashing, the thunder crashed overhead and rumbled in the distance, but 'Jenny' did not mind, for
she had her three kittens comfortably housed, and she and they were all nestled together in an
apple basket, warm and dry. Surely she must have known, by instinct or observation, that the
storm was coming."—From my Book of "Animal Stories, Old and New."



Should  it  be  deemed  necessary  to  destroy  some,  if  not  all  of  the  litter,  which,
unfortunately,  is sometimes the case, it  is not well to take away the whole at once; but it  is
advisable to let a day or two intervene between each removal; the mother will thus be relieved of
much suffering, especially if one at least is left for her to rear, but two is preferable. Still, when
the progeny are well-marked or otherwise valuable, and large specimens are required for show or
other purposes, three kittens are enough to leave, though some advocate as many as five; but if
this is done it is better to provide a foster-mother for two, for which even a dog will often prove a
very good substitute for one of the feline race. In either case, slightly warm new milk should be
given at least three times a day; the milk should not be heated, but some hot water put to it, and
as soon as their teeth are sufficiently grown for them to be of use in mastication give some raw
beef cut very small and fine. Some prefer chopped liver; I do not; but never give more than they
can lap or eat at each meal.  This liberal  treatment will make a wonderful difference in their
growth, and also their general health and strength; and being so fed makes them more docile.
And it should be borne in mind that in a state of nature cats always bring raw food to their young
as soon as they are able to eat; therefore raw meat is far the best to give them—their dentition
proves this.

 



KITTENS.

Kittenhood,  the  baby  time  especially  of  country  cats,  is  with  most  the  brightest,
sprightliest, and prettiest period of their existence, and perhaps the most happy. True, when first
born and in the earliest era of their lives, they are blind, helpless little things, dull, weak, and
staggering,  scarcely  able  to  stand,  if  at  all,  almost  rolling  over  at  every  attempt,  making
querulous, fretful noises, if wakeful or cold, or for the time motherless. But 'tis not for long;
awhile, and she, the fondest of mothers, is with them. They are nestled about her, or amid her
soft, warm fluffy fur, cossetted with parental tenderness, caressed, nurtured, and, with low, sweet
tones and fondlings, they are soothed again and again to sleep.—They sleep.—Noiseless, and
with many a longing, lingering look, the careful, watchful, loving creature slowly and reluctantly
steals away; soon to return, when she and her little ones are lost "in the land of dreams." And so
from day to day, until bright, meek-eyed, innocent, inquiring little faces, with eager eyes, peep
above the basket that is yet their home. One bolder than the others springs out, when, scared at
its own audacity, as quickly, and oft clumsily, scrambles back, then out—in—and out, in happy,
varied,  wild,  frolicsome,  gambolsome  play,  they  clutch,  twist,  turn,  and  wrestle  in  artless
mimicry of desperate quarrelling;—the struggle over, in liveliest antics they chase and rechase in
turn, or in fantastic mood play; 'tis but play, and such wondrous play—bright, joyous, and light;
and so life glides on with them as kittens—frisky, skittish, playful kittens.

A few more days, and their mother leads them forth, with many an anxious look and turn,
softly calling in a subdued voice, they halting almost at every step; suddenly,  oft at nothing,
panic-stricken, quickly scamper back, not one yet daring to follow where all is so oddly strange
and new, their natural shyness being stronger than the love of freedom. Again, with scared look
and timid steps, they come, when again at nothing frightened, or with infantile pretence, they are
off, "helter-skelter," without a pause or stay, one and all, they o'er and into their basket clamber,
tumble in, turn about and stare with a more than half-bewildered, self-satisfied safety look about
them.  Gaining  courage  once  more,  they  peer  about,  with  dreamy,  startled,  anxious  eyes,
watching for dangers that never are, although expected. Noiseless comes their patient, loving
mother; with what new delight they cling about her; how fondly and tenderly she tends them,
lures, cossets, coaxes, and talks, as only a gentle mother-cat can—"There is no danger, no!—
nothing to fear. Is she not with them; will she not guard, keep and defend them? There is a
paradise out there; through this door; they must see it. Come, she will show them; come, have
confidence! Now, then—come!" When followed by her three little ones, and they with much
misgiving, she passes out—out into the garden, out among the lovely, blooming, fragrant roses,
out among the sweet stocks and the damask-coloured gilly-flowers, the pink daisies, brown, red,
and orange wallflowers, the spice-scented pinks, and other gay and modest floral beauties that
make so sweet the soft and balmy breath of Spring. Out into the sunshine, almost dazed amid a
flood of light, warmed by the glowing midday sun. Light above, light around and everywhere
about;  while the sweet-scented breezes come joy-laden with the happy wild birds' melodious
songs; wearied with wonderment, under the flower-crowned lilacs they gather themselves to rest.
How beautiful all is, how full of young delights; the odorous wind fans, soothes, and lulls them
to rest, while rustling leaves softly whisper them to sleep—they and their loving mother slumber
unconscious of all things, and with all things at peace. There, stretched in the warm sunshine



asleep,  possibly dreaming of their  after-life when they are kittens no longer, they rest and—
sleep.

Their young, bright life has begun; how charming all is, how peaceful under the young, green
leaves,  bright  as  emeralds;  about  them  flickering,  chequering  lights  play  with  the  never-
wearying, restless shadows; they know of nothing but bliss, so happy, they enjoy all—sweet-
faced, gentle-eyed and pretty. Happy, there is no other word. "Happy as a kitten." "Sprightly as a
kitten."  As  they  sleep  they  dream  of  delight,  awake  they  more  than  realise  their  dreams.

 



OF KITTENS IN GENERAL.

Kittens usually shed their first teeth from five to seven months old, and seldom possess
even part of a set of the small, sharp dentition after that time. When shown as kittens under six
months old, and they have changed the whole of their kittenhood teeth for those of the adult, it is
generally considered a fairly strong proof that their life is in excess of that age, and the judge is
therefore certainly justified in disqualifying such exhibit, though sometimes, as in other domestic
animals, there occurs premature change, as well as inexplicable delay.

Kittens are not so cleanly in their habits as cats of a mature growth; this is more generally
the case when they have been separated from the mother-cat, or when removed to some place
that is strange to them, or when sufficient care is not taken, by letting them out of the house
occasionally. When they cannot from various reasons be so turned out, a box should be provided,
partly filled with dry earth, to which they may retire. This is always a requisite when cats or
kittens are valuable, and therefore obliged to be kept within doors, especially in neighbourhoods
where there is a chance of their being lost or stolen.

It should also be borne in mind, that the present and future health of an animal, be it what
it may, is subject to many incidences, and not the least of these is good and appropriate food,
shelter,  warmth,  and cleanliness.  It  is  best  to  feed  at  regular  intervals.  In  confinement,  Mr.
Bartlett, the skilful and experienced manager of the Zoological Society's Gardens, at Regent's
Park, finds that one meal a day is sufficient, and this is thought also to be the case with a full-
grown cat, more especially when it has the opportunity of ranging and getting other food, such as
mice, and "such small deer;" but with "young things" it is different, as it is deemed necessary to
get as much strength and growth as possible. I therefore advocate several meals a day, at least
three, with a variety of food, such as raw shin of beef, cut very small; bones to pick; fish of sorts,
with all the bones taken out, or refuse parts; milk, with a little hot water; boiled rice or oatmeal,
with milk or without it; and grass, if possible; if not, some boiled vegetables, stalks of asparagus,
cabbage, or even carrots. Let the food be varied from time to time, but never omitting the finely-
cut raw beef every day. I am not in favour of liver, or "lights," as it is called, either for cats or
kittens. If horseflesh can be depended on, it is a very favourite and strengthening food, and may
be given. The kitten should be kept warm and dry, and away from draughts.

Also take especial care not in any way to frighten, tease, or worry a young animal, but do
everything possible to give confidence and engender regard, fondness, or affection for its owner;
always be gentle and yet firm in its training. Do not allow it to do one day uncorrected, that for
which it is punished the next for the same kind of fault. If it is doing wrong remove it, speaking
gently, at the time, and not wait long after the fault is committed, or they will not know what the
punishment is for. Many animals' tempers are spoiled entirely by this mode of proceeding.

Take care there is always a clean vessel, with pure clear water for them to drink when
thirsty.



 
MISS MOORE'S KITTEN, "CHLOE."



MANAGEMENT OF KITTENS AND CATS.

These require quiet and kindly treatment. Do nothing quickly or suddenly, so as in any
way to scare or frighten, but when speaking to them, let the voice be moderated, gentle, and soft
in tone. Cats are not slow to understand kind treatment, and may often be seen to watch the
countenance as though trying to fathom our thoughts. Some cats are of a very timorous nature,
and are thus easily dismayed. Others again are more bold in their ways and habits, and are ever
ready for cossetty attention; but treat both as you would be treated—kindly.

As to food, as already noted, I have found raw beef the best, with milk mixed with a little
hot water to drink—never boil it—and give plenty of grass, or some boiled vegetable, such as
asparagus,  sea-kale,  or  celery;  they  also  are  fond  of  certain  weeds,  such  as  cat-mint,  and
equisetum, or mares' or cats' tails, as it is sometimes called. If fish is given it is best mixed with
either rice or oatmeal, and boiled, otherwise it is apt to produce diarrhœa.

Horse-flesh may be given as a change, provided that it is not from a diseased animal; and
should be boiled, and be fresh.

Brown bread and milk is also good and healthy food; the bread should be cut in cubes of
half  an inch,  and the warm milk and water poured on; only enough for one meal  should be
prepared at a time.

Let the cat and kittens have as much fresh air as is possible; and if fed on some dainty last
thing at night they will be sure to "come in," and thus preserved from doing and receiving injury.

If cats are in any way soiled in their coat, especially the long-haired varieties, and cannot
cleanse  themselves,  they may be washed in warm,  soapy water;  but  this  is  not advisable  in
kittens, unless great care is used to prevent their taking cold.

Some cats like being brushed, and it  is  often an improvement  to the pelage or fur if
carefully done; but in all cases the brush should have soft, close hair, which should be rather long
than otherwise.

Do not  let  your  cats  or kittens  wear collars  or ribbons always,  especially if  they are
ramblers, for the reason that they are liable to get caught on spikes of railings or twigs of bushes,
and so starved to death, or strangled, unless discovered.

For  sending cats  to  an  exhibition,  a  close-made  basket  is  best,  which  will  allow for
ventilation,  as  fresh  air  is  most  essential;  and have  it  sufficiently  large  to  allow of  the  cat
standing and turning about, especially if a long journey is before them. I have seen cats sent to
shows taken out of small boxes, dead, stifled to death—"poor things."

Bear in mind that the higher and better condition your cat is in on its arrival at the show,
the greater is the chance of winning.

Do not put carpet or woollen fabrics in the basket, but plenty of good, sweet hay or oat-
straw; this will answer all purposes, and does not get sodden.



If you use a padlock for the fastening, do not forget to send the key to the manager of the
show, as is sometimes the case.

 
 





POINTS BY WHICH CATS ARE JUDGED,

AS SPECIFIED BY MYSELF.

Revised and corrected to the present time.

     ... What you do,

Still betters what is done.

Winter's Tale, Act IV.



THE TORTOISESHELL.

POINTS
HEAD 15

Small,  broad  across  and  between  the  eyes,  rounded  above,
below  tapering  towards  the  lips,  nose  rather  long  than  short,
ears  of  medium  size,  narrow  and  rounded  at  the  apex,  broad  at
the base.

EYES 10

Orange-yellow,  clear,  brilliant,  large,  full,  round,  and
lustrous.

FUR 10

Short, of even length, smooth, silky, and glossy.

COLOUR 25

A  mixture  of  three  colours—black,  red,  and  yellow—each  to
be  distinct  and  clear  of  the  other,  with  sharp  edges,  not  one
colour  running  into  the  other,  but  in  small  irregular
patches,  of  great  brilliancy  of  tint,  the  red  and  yellow  to
preponderate  over  the  black.  If  the  colours  are  deep  and
rich,  and  the  variegation  harmonious,  the  effect  is  very
fine. White is a disqualification.

FORM 15

Narrow,  long,  graceful  in  line,  neck  rather  long  and  slender;
shoulders  receding,  well-sloped  and  deep;  legs  medium  length,
not thick nor clumsy; feet round and small.

TAIL 10

Long,  thick  at  the  base,  and  narrowing  towards  the  end,
carried  low,  with  graceful  curve,  and  well-marked  with
alternate patches of black, red, and yellow.

SIZE AND CONDITION 15



Large,  lithe,  elegant  in  all  its  movements;  hair  smooth,
clean,  bright,  full  of  lustre,  and  lying  close  to  the  body,
all betokening full health and strength.

---
TOTAL 100

TORTOISESHELL AND WHITE.

POINTS
HEAD 10

Small,  broad  across  and  between  the  eyes,  rounded  above,
below  tapering  towards  the  lips,  nose  rather  long  than  short,
ears  medium  size,  narrow  and  rounded  at  the  apex,  broad  at
the base.

EYES 10

Orange-yellow,  clear,  brilliant,  large,  full,  round,  and
lustrous.

FUR 10

Short, of even length, smooth, silky, and glossy.

COLOUR 25

A  mixture  of  three—black,  red,  and  yellow—each  to  be
distinct  and  clear  of  the  other,  with  sharp  edges,  not  one
colour  running  into  the  other,  but  in  small  irregular  patches
of  great  brilliancy  of  tint,  the  red  and  yellow  to
preponderate  over  the  black.  If  the  colours  are  deep  and
rich,  and  the  variegation  harmonious,  the  effect  is  very
fine.

WHITE MARKING 15



The  fore-legs,  breast,  throat,  lips  and  a  circle  round  them,
with  a  blaze  up  the  forehead,  white;  lower  half  of  the
hind-legs white, nose and cushions of the feet white.

FORM 10

Narrow,  long,  graceful  in  line,  neck  rather  long  and  slender;
shoulders  receding,  well-sloped  and  deep;  legs  medium  length,
not thick nor clumsy; feet round and small.

TAIL 10

Long,  thick  at  the  base  and  narrowing  towards  the  end,
carried  low,  with  graceful  curve,  and  well-marked  with
>alternate patches of black, red, and yellow.

SIZE AND CONDITION 10

Large,  lithe,  elegant  in  all  its  movements;  hair  smooth,
clean,  bright,  full  of  lustre,  and  lying  close  to  the  body,
all betokening full health and strength.

---
TOTAL 100

WHITE. SHORT-HAIR.

POINTS
HEAD 15

Small,  broad  across  and  between  the  eyes,  rounded  above,
below  tapering  towards  the  lips,  nose  rather  long  than  short,
ears  of  medium  size,  narrow  and  rounded  at  apex,  broad  at  the
base.

EYES 15



Blue—a  soft,  turquoise  blue—but  yellow  is  permissible  as
five points only, green a defect; large, round, and full.

FUR 15

Short, of even length, smooth, silky, and glossy.

COLOUR 15

Yellow-white; gray-white, five points less.

FORM 15

Narrow,  long,  graceful  in  line,  neck  rather  long  and  slender;
shoulders  receding,  well-sloped  and  deep;  legs  medium  length,
not thick nor clumsy; feet round and small.

TAIL 10

Long,  thick  at  the  base  and  narrowing  towards  the  end,
carried low, with graceful curve.

SIZE AND CONDITION 15

Large,  lithe,  and  elegant  in  all  its  movements;  hair  smooth,
clean,  bright,  full  of  lustre,  and  lying  close  to  the  body,
all betokening good health and strength.

---
TOTAL 100

SELF-COLOUR, BLACK, BLUE, GRAY, OR RED SHORT-HAIR.

POINTS
HEAD 15



Small,  broad  across  and  between  the  eyes,  rounded  above,
below  tapering  towards  the  lips,  nose  rather  long  than  short,
ears  of  medium  size,  narrow,  rounded  at  apex,  broad  at  the
base.

EYES 15

Orange  for  black,  orange-yellow  for  blue,  deep  yellow  for
gray,  and  gold  tinged  with  green  for  red.  Large,  round,  and
full; very bright.

FUR 10

Short, of even length, smooth, silky, and glossy.

FORM 15

Narrow,  long,  graceful  in  line;  neck  rather  long  and  slender;
shoulders  receding,  well-sloped  and  deep;  legs  medium  length,
not thick nor clumsy; feet round and small.

COLOUR 25

Black,  a  jet,  dense,  brown-black,  with  purple  gloss;  blue,  a
bright,  rich,  even,  dark  colour,  or  lighter,  but  even  in
tint;  gray,  a  bright,  light,  even  colour;  red,  a  brilliant
sandy or yellowish-red colour.

TAIL 5

Long,  thick  at  the  base,  and  narrowing  towards  the  end,
carried low, with graceful curve.

SIZE AND CONDITION 15

Large,  lithe,  elegant  in  all  its  movements;  hair  smooth,
clean,  bright,  full  of  lustre,  lying  close  to  the  body,  all
betokening good health and strength.

---
TOTAL 100



BROWN AND ORDINARY TABBY, STRIPED, SHORT-HAIR.

POINTS
HEAD 10

Small,  broad  across  and  between  the  eyes,  rounded  above,
below  tapering  towards  the  lips,  nose  rather  long  than  short,
ears  of  medium  size,  narrow  and  rounded  at  apex,  broad  at  the
base.

EYES 15

Orange-yellow,  slightly  tinted  with  green,  large,  full,
round, and very lustrous.

FUR 10

Short, of even length, smooth, silky, and glossy.

COLOUR 20

Deep,  very  rich  reddish-brown,  more  rufous  inside  the  legs
and  belly;  ears  and  nose  a  still  deeper  red-brown,  the  latter
at  the  tip  edged  with  black.  Ordinary  tabby,  dark  gray,  and
ticked.

MARKINGS 20

Jet-black  lines,  not  too  broad,  scarcely  so  wide  as  the
ground  colour  shown  between,  so  as  to  give  a  light  and
brilliant  effect.  When  the  black  lines  are  broader  than  the
colour  space,  it  is  a  defect,  being  then  black  marked  with
colour,  instead  of  colour  marked  with  black.  The  lines  must
be  clear,  sharp,  and  well-defined,  in  every  way  distinct,
having  no  mixture  of  the  ground  colour.  Head  and  legs  marked
regularly,  the  rings  on  the  throat  and  chest  being  in  no  way
blurred  or  broken,  but  clear,  graceful,  and  continuous;  lips,
cushions  of  feet,  and  backs  of  hind-legs,  and  the  ear-points,
black.

FORM 10



Narrow,  long,  graceful  in  line,  neck  rather  long  and  slender;
shoulders  receding,  well-sloped  and  deep;  legs  medium  length,
not thick nor clumsy; feet round and small.

TAIL 5

Long,  thick  at  the  base  and  narrowing  towards  the  end,
carried  low,  with  graceful  curve,  and  marked  with  black
rings.

SIZE AND CONDITION 10

Large,  lithe,  elegant  in  all  its  movements;  hair  smooth,
clean,  bright,  full  of  lustre,  and  lying  close  to  the  body,
all betokening full health and strength.

---
TOTAL 100

CHOCOLATE, CHESTNUT, RED, OR YELLOW TABBY, STRIPED,
SHORT-HAIR.

POINTS
HEAD 10

Small,  broad  across  and  between  the  eyes,  rounded  above,
below  tapering  towards  the  lips,  nose  rather  long  than  short,
ears  of  medium  size,  narrow  and  rounded  at  apex,  broad  at  the
base.

EYES 15

Orange,  gold,  or  yellow,  in  the  order  of  the  above  names,
large, round, full, and very lustrous.

FUR 10

Short, of even length, smooth, silky, and glossy.

COLOUR 20



Deep,  rich,  reddish-brown,  bright  red,  or  yellow,  in  the
order  as  above,  brighter  inside  the  legs  and  belly;  ears  and
nose  deeper  colour,  the  latter  at  the  tip  red,  edged  with
chocolate.

MARKINGS 20

Dark,  rich  brown  or  chocolate,  lines  not  too  broad,  scarcely
so  wide  as  the  ground  colour  shown  between,  so  as  to  give  a
light  and  brilliant  effect;  when  the  lines  are  broader  than
the  colour  space  it  is  a  defect,  being  then  light  colour
markings  on  dark  brown  or  chocolate,  red  or  dark  yellow,
instead  of  colour  marked  with  deeper  colour.  Head  and  legs
marked  regularly,  the  rings  on  the  throat  and  chest  being  in
no  way  blurred  or  broken,  but  clear,  graceful,  and
continuous;  lips,  cushions  of  feet,  and  the  back  of
hind-legs,  and  the  ear-points,  dark.  Yellow  tabby,  the
cushions of feet red, or light red.

FORM 10

Narrow,  long,  graceful  in  line,  neck  rather  long  and  slender,
shoulders  receding,  well-sloped,  and  deep,  legs  medium
length, not thick nor clumsy, feet round and small.

TAIL 5

Long,  thick  at  the  base,  and  narrowing  towards  the  end,
carried low, with graceful curve, and marked with dark rings.

SIZE AND CONDITION 10

Large,  lithe,  elegant  in  all  its  movements;  hair  smooth,
clean,  bright,  full  of  lustre,  and  lying  close  to  the  body,
all betokening full health and strength.

---
TOTAL 100



BLUE, SILVER, LIGHT GRAY, AND WHITE TABBY, STRIPED, SHORT-
HAIR.

POINTS
HEAD 10

Small,  broad  across  and  between  the  eyes,  rounded  above,
below  tapering  towards  the  lips;  nose  rather  long  than  short;
ears  of  medium  size,  narrow  and  rounded  at  the  apex,  broad  at
the base.

EYES 15

Orange-yellow  for  blue  tabby;  deep,  bright  yellow  for  silver
or gray; large, full, round, and very lustrous.

FUR 10

Short, of even length, smooth, silky, and glossy.

COLOUR 20

If  blue,  a  rich,  deep,  yet  bright  colour;  silver,  a  lighter,
yet  bright  tint;  gray,  very  light;  if  a  white  tabby,  ground
to  be  colourless;  ears  and  nose  a  deep  gray,  the  tip  red,
edged with black.

MARKINGS 20

Jet-black  lines,  not  too  broad,  scarcely  so  wide  as  the
ground  colour  shown  between,  so  as  to  give  a  light  and
brilliant  effect.  When  the  black  lines  are  broader  than  the
colour  space,  it  is  a  defect,  being  then  black  marked  with
colour,  instead  of  colour  with  black.  The  lines  must  be
clear,  sharp,  and  well-defined,  in  every  way  distinct,  having
no  mixture  of  the  ground  colour.  Head  and  legs  marked
regularly,  the  rings  on  the  throat  and  chest  being  in  no  way
blurred  or  broken,  but  clear,  graceful,  and  continuous;  lips,
cushions  of  feet,  and  the  backs  of  hind-legs,  and  the
ear-points, black.

FORM 10



Narrow,  long,  graceful  in  line,  neck  rather  long  and  slender;
shoulders  receding,  well-sloped,  and  deep;  legs  medium
length, not thick nor clumsy; feet round and small.

TAIL 5

Long,  thick  at  the  base  and  narrowing  towards  the  end,
carried  low,  with  graceful  curve,  and  marked  with  black
rings.

SIZE AND CONDITION 10

Large,  lithe,  elegant  in  all  its  movements;  hair  smooth,
clean,  bright,  full  of  lustre,  and  lying  close  to  the  body,
all betokening full health and strength.

---
Total 100

 
MR. BABB'S SPOTTED SILVER TABBY.



SHORT-HAIRED, SPOTTED TABBIES OF ANY COLOUR.

These to be the same in all points of head, eyes, fur, form, colours, tail, size and condition
as those laid down for the judging of short-haired tabby cats in general, with the exception, in
whatever  colour the markings are,  or on whatever  ground, they,  instead of being in lines or
bands,  are  to  be broken up into  clear,  well-defined and well-formed  spots,  each  spot  to  be
separate, and distinct, and good, firm and dark in colour; these then count as many points as a
finely-striped  cat  in  its  class.

 
PROPERLY MARKED BLACK AND WHITE.

BLACK AND WHITE, GRAY-WHITE, RED AND WHITE, AND OTHER
COLOURS AND WHITE.

The  self  colour  to  count  the  same  number  of  points  as  the  ground  colour  in  tabby,
namely, twenty points, and the white  markings the same as the tabby markings, that is, twenty
points. The other points also the same.



The markings to be: lips, mouth and part of the cheek, including the whiskers, with a
blaze up the nose, coming to a point between the eyes, white; throat and chest white, and pear-
shaped in outline of colour; all four feet white.

WHITE AND BLACK, WHITE AND GRAY, WHITE AND RED, WHITE
AND ANY OTHER COLOUR.

The colours  and markings  to  count  the same as the above.  The ground colour  being
white, and markings the dark colour instead of white. In the markings they should be even or
well-balanced, such as two black ears, the rest white; or two black ears, with black tail, and the
rest white; or all white, with dark tail only. These are not very uncommon markings, but if so
marked, they may also have a spot or two on the back or sides provided they balance in size of
colour. But the simplicity of the former is the best.

All other fancy colours and markings must be judged according to taste, and entered in the any
other variety of colours for short-haired cats, such as strawberry colour, smokies, chinchillas,
ticked,  black  tabbies  and  such  fancy  colours.

ABYSSINIAN.

POINTS
HEAD 10

Small,  broad  across  the  eyes,  rather  long  than  short,  nose
medium length, all well-formed.

EYES 15

Orange-yellow,  slightly  tinged  with  green,  large,  round,
full, and bright.

NOSE AND FEET 10

Nose  dark  red,  edged  with  black;  tips  and  cushions  of  feet
black, also the back of the hind-legs.

FUR 15

Soft,  rather  woolly  hair,  yet  soft,  silky,  lustrous,  and
glossy, short, smooth, even, and dense.

EARS 10



The  usual  size  of  the  ordinary  English  cat,  but  a  little  more
rounded,  with  not  much  hair  in  the  interior,  black  at  the
apex.

COLOUR 20

A  rich,  dun  brown,  ticked  with  black  and  orange,  or  darker  on
lighter  colours,  having  a  dark  or  black  line  along  the  back
extending  to  the  end  of  the  tail,  and  slightly  annulated  with
black  or  dark  colour.  As  few  other  marks  as  possible.  Inside
of fore-legs and belly to be orange-brown. No white.

SIZE AND CONDITION 10

Large;  coat  glossy  and  smooth,  fitting  close  to  the  body;
eyes bright and clear.

CARRIAGE AND APPEARANCE 10

Graceful,  lithe,  elegant,  alert  and  quick  in  all  its
movements,  head  carried  up,  tail  trailing,  in  walk
undulating.

---
TOTAL 100

N.B.—The Abyssinian Silver Gray, or Chinchilla, is the same in all points, with the exception of
the  ground  colour  being  silver  instead  of  brown.  This  is  a  new  and  beautiful  variety.

ROYAL CAT OF SIAM.

POINTS
HEAD 10



Small,  broad  across  and  between  the  eyes,  tapering  upwards
and  somewhat  narrow  between  the  ears:  forehead  flat  and
receding,  nose  long,  and  somewhat  broad,  cheeks  narrowing
towards  the  mouth,  lips  full  and  rounded,  ears  rather  large
and wide at base, with very little hair inside.

FUR 10

Very  short,  and  somewhat  woolly,  yet  soft  and  silky  to  the
touch,  and  glossy,  with  much  lustre  on  the  face,  legs,  and
tail.

COLOUR 20

The  ground  or  body  colour  to  be  of  an  even  tint,  slightly
darker  on  the  back,  but  not  in  any  way  clouded  or  patched
with  any  darker  colour;  light  rich  dun  is  the  preferable
colour,  but  a  light  fawn,  light  silver-gray,  or  light  orange
is  allowable;  deeper  and  richer  browns,  almost  chocolate,  are
admissible  if  even  and  not  clouded,  but  the  first  is  the  true
type,  the  last  merely  a  variety  of  much  beauty  and
excellence; but the dun and light tints take precedence.

MARKINGS 20

Ears  black,  the  colour  not  extending  beyond  them,  but  ending
in  a  clear  and  well-defined  outline;  around  the  eyes,  and  all
the  lower  part  of  the  head,  black;  legs  and  tail  black,  the
colour  not  extending  into  or  staining  the  body,  but  having  a
clear line of demarkation.

EYES 15

Rather  of  almond  shape,  slanting  towards  the  nose,  full  and
of  a  very  beautiful  blue  opalesque  colour,  luminous  and  of  a
reddish tint in the dusk of evening or by artificial light.

TAIL 5

Short  by  comparison  with  the  English  cat,  thin  throughout,  a
little thicker towards the base, without any break or kink.

SIZE AND FORM 10



Rather  small,  lithe,  elegant  in  outline,  and  graceful,  narrow
and  somewhat  long;  legs  thin  and  a  little  short  than
otherwise;  feet  long,  not  so  round  as  the  ordinary  cat;  neck
long and small.

CONDITION 10

In  full  health,  not  too  fat,  hair  smooth,  clear,  bright,  full
of  lustre,  lying  close  to  the  body,  which  should  be  hard  and
firm in the muscles.

---
TOTAL 100

MANX, OR SHORT-TAILED CAT.

POINTS
HEAD 10

Small,  round,  but  tapering  towards  the  lips,  rather  broad
across  the  eyes,  nose  medium  length,  ears  rather  small,  broad
at base and sloping upwards to a point.

EYES 10

According to colour, as shown in other varieties.

FUR 10

Short, of even length, smooth, silky, and glossy.

COLOUR 15

To  range  the  same  as  other  short-haired  cats,  if  self  same  as
self,  if  marked  same  as  the  marked  varieties,  with  less
points, allowing for the tail points in this variety.

FORM 15



Narrow,  long,  neck  long  and  thin,  all  to  be  graceful  in  line;
shoulders  narrow,  well-sloped;  fore-legs  medium  length  and
thin;  hind-legs  long  in  proportion  and  stouter  built;  feet
round and small.

TAIL 25

To  have  no  tail  whatever,  not  even  a  stump,  but  some  true
bred  have  a  very  short,  thin,  twisted  tail,  that  cannot  be
straightened,  this  allowable,  and  is  true  bred;  but  thick
stumps, knobs, or short, thick tails disqualify.

SIZE AND CONDITION 15

Large,  elegant  in  all  its  movements,  hair  smooth,  clean,
bright,  full  of  lustre,  and  lying  close  to  the  body,  all
betokening good health and strength.

---
TOTAL 100



 
MR. CLARKE'S "MISS WHITEY."

WHITE, LONG-HAIRED CAT.

POINTS
HEAD 10

Round  and  broad  across  and  between  the  eyes,  of  medium  size;
nose  rather  short,  pink  at  the  tip;  ears  ordinary  size,  but
looking  small,  being  surrounded  with  long  hair,  which  should
also be long on the forehead and lips.

EYES 15

Large,  full,  round  or  almond-shape,  lustrous,  and  of  a
beautiful  azure  blue.  Yellow  admissible  as  five  points  only.
Green a defect.



RUFF OR FRILL 15

Large,  very  long,  flowing,  and  lion-like,  extending  over  the
shoulders, and covering the neck and chest thickly.

FUR 15

Very  long  everywhere,  mostly  along  the  back,  sides,  legs,  and
feet,  making  tufts  between  the  toes,  and  points  at  the  apex
of the ears.

QUALITY OF FUR 10

Fine,  silky,  and  very  soft  in  the  Persian,  with  a  slightly
woolly  texture  in  the  Angora,  and  still  more  so  in  the
Russian.

TAIL 10

In  the  Persian  the  hair  long  and  silky  throughout,  but
somewhat  longer  at  the  base.  Angora  more  like  the  brush  of  a
fox,  but  much  longer  in  the  hair.  Russian  equally  long  in
hair, but full tail, shorter and more blunt, like a tassel.

SIZE, SHAPE, AND CONDITION 15

Large,  small  in  bone,  looking  larger  than  it  really  is  on
account  of  the  length  of  hair.  Body  long,  legs  short,  tail
carried  low—not  over  the  back,  which  is  a  fault.  Fur  clean,
bright  and  glossy,  even  and  smooth,  and  flakey,  which  gives
an appearance of quality.

COLOUR 10

White,  with  a  tender,  very  slightly  yellow  tint;  cushions  of
feet and tip of nose pink.

---
TOTAL 100



BLACK, BLUE, GRAY, RED, OR ANY SELF COLOUR LONG-HAIRED
CATS.

POINTS
HEAD 10

Round,  and  broad  across  and  between  the  eyes,  of  medium  size;
nose  rather  short  and  dark  at  tip,  excepting  in  the  red,  when
it  should  be  pink;  ears  ordinary  size,  but  looking  small,
being  surrounded  with  long  hair,  which  should  also  be  long  on
the forehead and lips.

EYES 10

For  black,  orange;  orange-yellow  for  blue;  deep  yellow  for
gray;  and  gold,  tinged  with  green,  for  red;  large,  round,  or
almond-shaped, full and very bright.

RUFF OR FRILL 15

Large,  very  long,  flowing,  and  lion-like,  extending  over  the
shoulders, and covering the neck and chest thickly.

FUR 15

Very  long  everywhere;  mostly  so  along  the  back,  sides,  legs,
and  feet,  making  tufts  between  the  toes,  and  points  at  the
apex of the ears.

QUALITY OF FUR 10

Fine,  silky,  and  very  soft  in  the  Persian,  with  slightly
woolly  texture  in  the  Angora,  and  still  more  so  in  the
Russian.

TAIL 10

In  the  Persian  the  hair  long  and  silky  throughout,  but
somewhat  longer  at  the  base;  Angora  like  the  brush  of  a  fox,
but  longer  in  the  hair;  Russian  equally  long  in  hair  but  more
full at the end, tail shorter, rather blunt, like a tassel.

SIZE, SHAPE, AND CONDITION 10



Large,  small  in  bone,  looking  larger  than  it  really  is  on
account  of  the  length  of  the  hair;  body  long,  legs  short;
tail  carried  low,  not  over  the  back,  which  is  a  fault;  fur
clean  and  glossy,  even,  smooth,  and  flakey,  which  gives  an
appearance of quality.

COLOUR 20

Black,  dense,  bright  brown-black,  with  purple  gloss;  blue,  a
bright,  rich,  even  dark  colour,  or  lighter,  but  even  in  tint;
gray,  a  bright,  light,  even  colour;  red,  a  brilliant,  sandy,
or yellowish-red colour.

---
TOTAL 100



BROWN, BLUE, SILVER, LIGHT GRAY, AND WHITE TABBY LONG-
HAIRED CATS.

POINTS
HEAD 10

Round  and  broad  across  and  between  the  eyes,  of  medium  size;
nose  rather  short;  ears  ordinary  size,  but  looking  small,
being  surrounded  with  long  hair,  which  should  also  be  long  on
the forehead and lips.

EYES 10

Orange-yellow  for  brown  and  blue  tabby,  very  slightly  tinted
with  green;  deep,  bright  yellow  for  silver;  gray,  and  golden
yellow  for  white  tabby;  large,  full,  round,  or  almond-shaped,
and very lustrous.

RUFF OR FRILL 10

Large,  very  long,  flowing,  and  lion-like,  extending  over  the
shoulders, and covering the neck and chest thickly.

FUR 10

Very  long  everywhere,  mostly  so  along  the  back,  sides,  legs,
and  feet,  making  tufts  between  the  toes,  and  points  at  the
apex of the ears.

QUALITY OF FUR 10

Fine,  silky,  and  very  soft  in  the  Persian,  with  slightly
woolly  texture  in  the  Angora,  and  still  more  so  in  the
Russian.

TAIL 10

In  the  Persian  the  hair  long  and  silky  throughout,  but
somewhat  longer  at  the  base;  Angora  like  the  brush  of  a  fox,
but  longer  in  the  hair;  Russian  equally  long  in  the  hair,  but
more  full  at  the  end;  tail  shorter,  rather  blunt,  like  a
tassel.

SIZE, SHAPE, AND CONDITION 10



Large,  small  in  bone,  looking  larger  than  it  really  is  on
account  of  the  length  of  the  hair;  body  long;  legs  short;
tail  carried  low,  not  over  the  back,  which  is  a  fault;  fur
clean  and  glossy,  even,  smooth,  and  flakey,  which  gives  an
appearance of quality.

COLOUR 15

Ground  colour,  deep,  rich  reddish-brown,  more  rufous  on  the
nose,  ears,  mane,  and  inside  the  legs  and  belly;  tip  of  nose
red,  edged  with  black;  blue,  bright,  deep,  rich,  even,  dark
colour;  silver,  lighter  and  equally  even  tint;  and  so  light
gray; and white ground, pure white.

MARKINGS 15

Jet-black  lines,  not  too  broad,  scarcely  so  wide  as  the
ground  colour  seen  between,  so  as  to  give  a  light  and
brilliant  effect.  When  the  black  lines  are  broader  than  the
colour  space,  it  is  a  defect,  being  then  black  marked  with
colour,  instead  of  colour  marked  with  black.  The  lines  must
be  clear,  sharp,  and  well-defined,  in  every  way  distinct,
having  no  mixture  of  the  ground  colour.  Head,  legs,  and  tail
regularly  marked,  the  latter  with  rings,  the  lines  on  the
throat  and  chest  being  in  no  way  blurred  or  broken,  but
clear,  graceful,  and  continuous;  lips,  cushions  of  feet,  the
backs of the hind-legs and the ear-points black.

---
TOTAL 100

In chocolate, mahogany, red, or yellow long-haired tabbies, the markings and colours to
be the same as in the short-haired cats; but in points to count the same as the last in all qualities.

Spotted tabbies to count the same in all points, the only difference being that instead of
stripes, the cats are marked with clear, well-defined spots.

All  fancy colours to be shown in the "any other variety of  colour" class, and judged
according to quality of coat, beauty, and rarity of colouring or marking. The small, thin, broken-
banded tabby should go in this class, as also those with thin, light, wavy lines.

All foreign, wild, or other cats of peculiar form to go into the class for "any other variety
or species."



 
"SYLVIE."



DISEASES OF CATS.

Cats, like many other animals, both wild and domestic, are subject to diseases, several
being fatal, others yielding to known curatives; many are of a very exhaustive character, some
are epidemic, others are undoubtedly contagious—the two worst of these are what is known as
the distemper and the mange. Through the kindness of friends I am enabled to give recipes for
medicines considered as useful, or, at any rate, tending to abate the severity of the attack in the
one, and utterly eradicate the other. Care should always be taken on the first symptoms of illness
to remove the animal at once from contact with others. My kind friend, Dr. George Fleming,
C.B., principal veterinary surgeon of the army, has courteously sent me a copy of a remedy for
cat  distemper  from  his  very  excellent  work,  "Animal  Plagues:  their  History,  Nature,  and
Prevention," which I give in full.

CATARRHAL FEVERS.

"Cats are, like some other of the domesticated animals, liable to be attacked by two kinds
of Catarrhal Fever, one of which is undoubtedly very infectious—like distemper in dogs—and
the other may be looked upon as the result of a simple cold, and therefore not transmissible. The
first is, of course, the most severe and fatal, and often prevails most extensively, affecting cats
generally over wide areas, sometimes entire continents being invaded by it. From A.D. 1414 up
to 1832 no fewer than nineteen widespread outbreaks of this kind have been recorded. The most
notable of these was in 1796, when the cats in England and Holland were generally attacked by
the disease, and in the following year when it had spread over Europe and extended to America;
in 1803, it again appeared in this country and over a large part of the European continent.

"The symptoms are intense fever, prostration, vomiting, diarrhœa, sneezing, cough, and
profuse discharge from the nose and eyes.  Sometimes  the  parotid  glands are  swollen,  as  in
human mumps. Dr. Darwin, of Derby, uncle to Charles Darwin, thought it was a kind of mumps,
and therefore designated it Parotitis felina.

"The treatment consists in careful nursing and cleanliness, keeping the animal moderately
warm and comfortable. The disease rapidly produces intense debility, and therefore the strength
should be maintained from the very commencement by frequent small doses of strong beef-tea,
into which one grain of quinine has been introduced twice a day, a small quantity of port wine
(from half to one teaspoonful) according to the size of the cat, and the state of debility. If there is
no diarrhœa, but constipation, a small dose of castor oil or syrup of buckthorn should be given.
Solid food should not be allowed until convalescence has set in. Isolation, with regard to other
cats, and disinfection, should be attended to.

"Simple Catarrh demands similar treatment. Warmth, cleanliness, broth, and beef-tea, are
the chief items of treatment, with a dose of castor oil if constipation is present. If the discharge
obstructs the nostrils it should be removed with a sponge, and these and the eyes may be bathed
with a weak lotion of vinegar and water."

"As regards  inoculation  for  distemper,"  Dr.  Fleming says,  "it  has  been tried,  but  the
remedy is often worse than the disease, at least as bad as the natural disease.  Vaccination has



also been tried, but it is valueless. Probably inoculation with cultivated or modified virus would
be found a good and safe preventative."

I was anxious to know about this, as inoculation used to be the practice with packs of
hounds.

It  will  be observed that  Dr.  Fleming treats  the distemper as a kind of influenza,  and
considers one of the most important things is to keep up the strength of the suffering animal.
Other members of the R.C.V.S., whom I have consulted, have all given the same kind of advice,
not only prescribing for the sick animal wine, but brandy, as a last resource, to arouse sinking
vitality.  Mr. George Cheverton, of High Street, Tunbridge Wells, who is very successful with
animals and their diseases, thinks it best to treat them homœopathically. The following is what
he prescribes as efficacious for some of the most dire complaints with which cats are apt to be
afflicted.

WORMS.

For a full-grown cat give 3 grains of santonine every night for a week or 10 days; it might
be administered in milk, or given in a small piece of beef or meat of any kind. After the course
give an aperient powder.

MANGE.

The best possible remedies for this disease are arsenicum, 2× trituration, and sulphur, 2×

trituration, given on alternate days, as much as will lie on a threepenny piece, night and morning,
administered as above.

A  most  useful  lotion  is  acid  sulphurous,  1  oz.  to  5  oz.  of  water,  adding  about  a
teaspoonful of glycerine, and sponging the affected parts twice or thrice daily.

COLDS.

The symptoms are twofold, usually there is constant sneezing and discharge from the
nose.  Aconite,  1× tincture,  1  drop  given  every  3  hours  in  alternation  with  arsenicum,  3×

trituration, will speedily remove the disease. Should there be stuffing of the nose, and difficult
breathing, give mercurius biniod., 3× trituration, a dose every 3 or 4 hours.

COUGHS.

The  short,  hard,  dry  cough  will  always  give  way  to  treatment  with  belladonna,  3×

trituration, 3 grains every 3 or 4 hours.

For the difficult breathing, with rattling in the chest and bronchial tubes, with distressing
cough, antimonium tartaric., 2×, grains iij every 2, 3 or 4 hours, according to the severity of the
symptoms.



DISTEMPER.

Early symptoms should be noted and receive prompt attention; this will often cut short
the duration of the malady. The first indications usually are a disinclination to rest in the usual
place, seeking a dark corner beneath a sofa, etc. The eyes flow freely, the nose after becoming
hard and dry becomes stopped with fluid, the tongue parched, and total aversion to food follows.
The breathing becomes short and laboured, the discharges are offensive, and the animal creeps
away into some quiet corner to die—if before this its life has not been mercifully ended.

On discovery of first symptoms, give 2 drops aconite and arsenicum in alternation every
3 hours. When the nose becomes dry, and the eye restless and glaring, give belladonna.

CANKER OF EAR.

When  internal,  drop  into  the  affected  ear,  night  and  morning,  3  or  5  drops  of  the
following mixture:

Tincture  of  Hydrastis  Canadensis  2  drachms.
Carbolic  Acid  (pure)  ½  "
Glycerine, to make up to 2 oz.

If external, paint with the mixture the affected parts.

APERIENT.

Get a chemist to rub down a medium-size croton bean with about 40 grains of sugar of
milk, and divide into four powders. One of these powders given in milk usually suffices. Large
cats often require two powders. The dose might be repeated if necessary.

Dose,  when  drops  are  ordered,  2  drops.
"  " trituration is ordered, 2 to 3 grains.

REMEDIES AND STRENGTHENING MEDICINES.

Aconite,  1× tincture.  Arsenicum,  2× trituration.  Antimonium  tartaricum,  2×

trituration. Belladonna, 3× trituration. Mercurius biniodatus, 3× trituration. Hydrastis

canadensis, [Greek: phi] tincture. Sulphur, 2× trituration. Santonine.

Mr. Frank Upjohn, of Castelnau, Barnes, has also kindly forwarded me his treatment of
some few of the cat ailments. Mindful of the old proverb that "In a multitude of counsellors there
is wisdom," I place all before my friends, and those of the cat, that they may select which remedy
they deem best:



DISTEMPER.

Take yellow basilicon, 1 oz.; flowers of sulphur, ½ oz.; oil of juniper, 3 drachms. Mix for
ointment. Then give sulphide of mercury, 3 grains, two or three times on alternate nights.

PURGATIVE.

Nothing like castor oil for purgation; half the quantity of syrup of buckthorn, if necessary,
may be added.

WORMS.

Two or three grains of santonine in a teaspoonful of castor oil, for two or three days.

CATARRH.

Cold  in  the  eyes  and sneezing  may be  relieved  by sweet  spirits  of  nitre,  1  drachm;
minocrerus spirit, 3 drachms; antimony wine, 1 drachm; water to 1½ oz. Mix. Give 1 teaspoonful
every two or three hours.

FLEAS, AND IRRITATION OF SKIN.

Two drachms pure carbolic acid to 6 oz. of water well mixed for a lotion, and apply night
and morning.

EYE OINTMENT.

Red oxide of mercury, 12 grains; spermaceti ointment, 1 oz. Mix.

The  above  prescription  was  given  to  me  many  years  ago  by  the  late  Dr.  Walsh
(Stonehenge), and I have found it of great service, both for my own eyes, also those of animals
and birds. Wash the eyes carefully with warm water, dry off with a soft silk handkerchief, and
apply a little of the ointment. Dr. Walsh informed me that he deemed it excellent for canker in
the ear, but of that I have had no experience.

FOR MANGE.

In the early stages of mange, flowers of sulphur mixed in vaseline, and rubbed in the coat
of the cat, is efficacious, giving sulphur in the milk, the water, and on the food of the patient;
also give vegetable diet.

Another remedy: give a teaspoonful of castor oil; next day give raw meat, dusted over
with flowers of sulphur. Also give sulphur in milk. If there are any sore places, bathe with lotion
made from camphorated oil in which some sulphur is mixed. Oil, 2 oz.; camphor, ¼ oz.; sulphur,
a teaspoonful.



As a rule, when the animal is of value, either intrinsically or as a pet, the best plan is to
consult  a  practitioner,  well  versed in  the veterinary science  and art,  especially  when the cat
appears to suffer from some obscure disease, many of which it is very difficult to detect, unless
by the trained and practised eye. Of all the ailments, both of dogs and cats, distemper is the worst
to combat, and is so virulent and contagious that I have thought it well to offer remedies that are
at least worthy of a trial, though when the complaint has firm hold, and the attack very severe,
the case is generally almost hopeless, especially with high-bred animals.

POISON.

It is not generally known that the much-admired laburnum contains a strong poison, and
is therefore an exceedingly dangerous plant. All its parts—blossoms, leaves, seeds, even the bark
and the roots—are charged with a poison named  cytisin, which was discovered by Husemann
and Marms in 1864.

A small  dose of juice infused under the skin is quite sufficient to kill a cat or a dog.
Children have died from eating the seeds, of which ten or twelve were sufficient to cause death.
The worst of it is that there is no remedy, no antidote against this poison. How many cases have
happened before the danger was discovered is of course only a matter  of conjecture,  as few
would suspect the cause to come from the lovely plant that so delights the eye.

It  has,  however,  long been  known to  gamekeepers  and others,  and  used  by them to
destroy "vermin." When quite a boy I remember an old uncle of mine telling me to beware of it
even in gathering the blossom.

 



THE WILD CAT OF BRITAIN.

The wild cat is said to be now extinct in England, and only found in some of the northern
parts of Scotland, or the rocky parts of the mountains of the south, where I am informed it may
yet occasionally be seen. The drawing I give above was made from one sent to the first Crystal
Palace Cat Show in 1871, by the Duke of Sutherland, from Sutherlandshire. It was caught in a
trap by the fore-leg, which was much injured, but not so as to prevent its moving with great
alacrity,  even with agility,  endeavouring frequently to use the claws of both fore-feet with a
desperate determination and amazing vigour. It was a very powerful animal, possessing great
strength, taking size into consideration, and of extraordinary fierceness.

Mr. Wilson, the manager of the show, though an excellent naturalist, tried to get it out of
the thick-barred, heavy-made travelling box in which it arrived, into one of the ordinary wire
show-cages,  thinking  it  would  appear  to  better  advantage;  but  in  this  endeavour  he  was
unsuccessful, the animal resisting all attempts to expel it from the one into the other, making
such frantic and determined opposition that the idea was abandoned. This was most fortunate, for
the  wire  cages  then  in  use  were  afterwards  found  unequal  to  confining  even  the  ordinary
domestic cat, which, in more than one instance, forced the bars apart sufficiently to allow of
escape. As it was, the wild cat maintained its position, sullenly retiring to one corner of the box,
where it scowled, growled, and fought in a most fearful and courageous manner during the time
of its exhibition, never once relaxing its savage watchfulness or attempts to injure even those
who fed it. I never saw anything more unremittingly ferocious, nor apparently more untamable.

It was a grand animal, however, and most interesting to the naturalist, being, even then,
scarcely ever seen; if so, only in districts far away and remote from the dwellings of civilisation.
Yet I believe I saw one among the rocks of Bodsbeck, in Dumfriesshire, many years ago, though
of this I am not certain, as it was too far away for accurate observation before it turned and stood
at bay, and on my advancing it disappeared. The animal shown at the Crystal Palace was very
much lighter in colour, and with less markings than those in the British Museum, the tail shorter,
and the dark rings fewer, the lines on the body not much deeper in tint than the ground colour,
excepting on the forehead and the inside of the fore-legs, which were darker, rather a light red
round the mouth, and almost white on the chest—which appears to be usual with the wild cat; the
eyes were yellow-tinted green, the tips of the ears, the lips, cushions of the feet, and a portion of
the back part of the hind-legs, black; the markings were, in short, irregular thin lines, and in no
way resembled those of the ordinary black-marked domestic tabby cat, possessing little elegance
of line—in character it was bolder, having a rugged sturdiness, being stronger and broader built,
the fore-arms thick, massive, and endowed with great power, with long, curved claws, the feet
were stout, sinewy, and strong; altogether it was a very peculiar, interesting, and extraordinary
animal. What became of it I never learned.

In 1871 and 1872, a wild cat was exhibited at the Crystal Palace Cat Show, by the Earl of
Hopetoun, aged three years, also some hybrid kittens, the father of which was a long-haired cat,
the  mother  a  sandy,  by a  wild  cat  out  of  a  long-haired  tabby,  which  proves,  if  proof  were
wanting, that such hybrids breed freely either with hybrids, the domestic, or the wild cat.

Mr. Frank Buckland also exhibited a hybrid between the wild and tame cat.



The Zoological Society, a pair of wild cats which did not appear to be British.

In 1873, Mr. A. H. Senger sent a fine specimen of hybrid, between the domestic cat and
Scotch wild cat.

An early description of the wild cat in England is to be found in an old book on Natural
History,  and copied into a work on "Menageries," "Bartholomœus de Proprietatibus Rerum,"
which was translated into English by Thomas Berthlet,  and printed by Wynkyn de Worde as
early as  1498.  There is  a  very interesting  description  of  the  cat,  which  gives  nearly all  the
properties of the wild animal in an odd and very amusing way. It states: "He is most like to the
leopard, and hath a great mouthe, and saw teeth and sharp, and long tongue, and pliant, thin, and
subtle;  and lappeth  therewith  when he drinketh,  as  other  beasts  do,  that  have the  nether  lip
shorter than the over; for, by cause of unevenness of lips, such beasts suck not in drinking, but
lap and lick, as Aristotle saith and Plinius also. And he is a full lecherous beast in youth, swift,
pliant, and merry, and leapeth, and riseth on all things that is tofore him; and is led by a straw,
and playeth therewith, and is a right heavy beast in age, and full sleepy, and lieth slyly in wait for
mice; and is ware where they bene more by smell than by sight, and hunteth and riseth on them
in privy places; and when he taketh a mouse, he playeth therewith, and eateth him after the play;
and is a cruel beast when he is wild, and dwelleth in woods, and hunteth there small wild beasts
as conies and hares."

The next appears in John Bossewell's "Workes of Armorie," folio, A.D. 1597:

"This beaste is called a Musion, for that he is enimie to Myse and Rattes. He is slye and 
wittie, and seeth so sharpely that he overcommeth darknes of the nighte by the shyninge lyghte 
of his eyne. In shape of body he is like unto a Leoparde, and hathe a great mouth. He dothe 
delight that he enioyeth his libertye; and in his youthe he is swifte, plyante, and merye. He 
maketh a rufull noyse and a gastefull when he profereth to fighte with an other. He is a cruell 
beaste when he is wilde, and falleth on his owne feete from most high places: and vneth is hurt 
therewith.

"When he hath a fayre skinne, he is, as it were, prowde thereof, and then he goeth faste 
aboute to be seene...."

Those who have seen the wild cat of Britain, especially in confinement, will doubtless be 
ready to endorse this description as being "true to the life," even to the "rufull noyse," or his 
industry in the way of fighting. Yet even this old chronicler mentions the fact of his being 
"wilde," clearly indicating a similar animal in a state of domestication. Later on we find Maister 
Salmon giving an account of the cat in his strangely-curious book, "Salmon's Compleat English 
Physician; or, the Druggist's Shop Opened," A.D. 1693, in which he relates that marvellous 
properties exist in the brain, bones, etc., of the cat, giving recipes mostly cruel and incredible. He
describes "Catus the Cat" in such terms as these:

"The Cat of Mountain, all which are of one nature, and agree much in one shape, save as 
to their magnitude, the wild Cat being larger than the Tame and the Cat of Mountain much
larger than the wild Cat. It has a broad Face, almost like a Lyon, short Ears, large Whiskers, 
shining Eyes, short, smooth Hair, long Tail, rough Tongue, and armed on its Feet, with Claws, 
being a crafty, subtle, watchful Creature, very loving and familiar with Man-kind, the mortal 
enemy to the Rat, Mouse, and all sorts of Birds, which it seizes on as its prey. As to its Eyes, 



Authors say that they shine in the Night, and see better at the full, and more dimly at the change 
of the moon; as also that the Cat doth vary his Eyes with the Sun, the Apple of its Eye being long
at Sun rise, round towards Noon, and not to be seen at all at night, but the whole Eye shining in 
the night. These appearances of the Cats' Eyes I am sure are true, but whether they answer to the 
times of the day, I never observed." "Its flesh is not usually eaten, yet in some countries it is 
accounted an excellent dish."

Mr. Blaine,  in his excellent  and useful work,  the "Encyclopædia of Rural  Sports"—a
book no sportsman should be without—thus discusses the origin of the domestic cat compared
with the British wild cat:

"We have yet, however, to satisfy ourselves with regard to the origin of the true wild cat 
(Felis catus, Linn.), which, following the analogies of the Felinæ generally, are almost 
exclusively native to countries warmer than our own. It is true that occasionally varieties of the 
Felinæ do breed in our caravans and menageries, where artificial warmth is kept up to represent 
something like a tropical temperature; but the circumstance is too rare to ground any opinion on 
of their ever having been indigenous here—at least, since our part of the globe has cooled down 
to its present temperature. It is, therefore, more than probable that both the wild and the tame cat
have been derived from some other extra-European source or sources. We say source or sources, 
for such admission begets another difficulty not easily got over, which is this, that if both of 
these grimalkins own one common root, in which variety was it that the very marked differences 
between them have taken place? Most sportsmen, we believe, suspect that they own one common
origin, and some naturalists also do the same, contending that the differences observable between
them are attributable solely to the long-continued action of external agencies, which had 
modified the various organs to meet the varied necessities of the animals. The wild cat, 
according to this theory, having to contend with powerful enemies, expanded in general 
dimensions; its limbs, particularly, became massive; and its long and strong claws, with the 
powerful muscular mechanism which operated on them, fitted it for a life of predacity. Thus its 
increased size enabled it to stand some time before any other dogs than high-bred foxhounds, and
even before them also, in any place but the direct open ground. There exist, however, in direct
contradiction to this opinion, certain specialities proper to the wild, and certain other to the 
domestic cat, besides the simple expansion of bulk, which sufficiently disprove their identity. It
will be seen that a remarkable difference exists between the tails of the two animals; that of the 
domestic being, as is well known, long, and tapering elegantly to a point, whereas that of the 
wild cat is seen to be broad, and to terminate abruptly in a blunt or rounded extremity. Linnæus 
and Buffon having both of them confounded these two species into one, have contributed much
to propagate this error, which affords us another opportunity of adding to the many we have 
taken of remarking on the vast importance of comparative anatomy, which enables us to draw 
just distinctions between animals that might otherwise erroneously be adjudged to be dependent 
on external agencies, etc. Nor need we rest here, for what doubt can be entertained on the subject
when we point at the remarkable difference between the intestines of the two? Those of the 
domestic are nine times the length of its body, whereas, in the wild cat, they are little more than
three times as long as the body." 

The food of the wild cat is said to consist of animals, and in the opinion of some, fish 
should be added. Why not also birds' eggs? Cats are particularly fond of the latter. In the event of
their finding and destroying a nest, they invariably eat the eggs, and generally the shells.



Much has been written as to the aptitude of the domestic cat at catching fish. If this be so,
are fish necessarily a part of the food of the native wild cat? Numerous instances are adduced of
our "household cat" plunging into water in pursuit of and capture of fish. Although I have spent
much time in watching cats that were roaming beside streams and about ponds, there has never
been even an attempt at "fishing." Frogs they will take and kill, often greedily devouring the
small ones. Yet doubtless they will hunt, catch, and eat fish, for the fact has become proverbial.

 
WILD CAT, BRITISH MUSEUM.

A writer in "Menageries" states: "There is no doubt that wild cats will seize on fish, and
the passionate longing of the domestic cat after this food is an evidence of the natural desire. We
have seen a cat overcome her natural reluctance to wet her feet, and take an eel out of a pail of
water." Dr. Darwin alludes to this propensity: "Mr. Leonard, a very intelligent friend of mine,
saw a cat catch a trout by darting on it in deep, clear water, at the Mill, Wexford, near Lichfield.
The cat belonged to Mr. Stanley, who had often seen it catch fish."

Cases have also been known of cats catching fish in shallow water, springing on them
from the banks of streams and ponds; but I take this as not the habit of the domestic cat, though
it is not unusual.

Gray, in a poem, tells of a cat's death through drowning, while attempting to take gold-
fish from a vase filled with water.

Of Dr. Samuel Johnson it is related, that his cat having fallen sick and refused all food, he
became  aware  that  cats  are  fond  of  fish.  With  this  knowledge  before  him  he  went  to  the
fishmonger's and bought an oyster for the sick creature, wrapped it in paper and brought the



appetising morsel home. The cat relished the dainty food, and the Doctor was seen going on the
same kindly errand every day until his suffering feline friend was restored to health.

Still this is no proof that the wild cat, in a pure state of nature, feeds on fish. Again, it is
nothing unusual for domestic cats to catch and eat cockroaches, crickets, cockchafers, also large
and small moths, but not so all. In domesticity some are almost omnivorous. But is the wild cat?
Taking its anatomical structure into consideration, there is doubtless a wide distinction, both as
regards food and habit.

In Daniel's "Rural Sports," A.D. 1813, the wild cat is stated to be "now scarce in England,
inhabiting the mountainous and woody parts. Mr. Pennant describes it as four times the size of
the house cat, but the head larger, that it multiplies as fast, and may be called the British tiger,
being the fiercest and most destructive beast we have. When only wounded with shot they will
attack the person who injured them, and often have strength enough to be no despicable enemy."

Through  the  kind  courtesy  of  that  painstaking,  excellent,  observant,  and  eminent
naturalist, Mr. J. E. Harting, I am enabled to reprint a portion of his lecture on the origin of the
domestic cat, and which afterwards appeared in The Field. Although many of the statements are
known to  naturalists,  still  I  prefer  giving  them in  the  order  in  which  they  are  so  skilfully
arranged,  presenting,  as they do, a very garland of facts  connected with the British wild cat
(Felis catus) up to the present, and which I deem valuable from many points of view, but the
more  particularly  as  a  record  of  an  animal  once  abundant  in  England,  where  it  has  now
apparently almost, if not quite, ceased to exist.

"In England in former days, the wild cat was included amongst the beasts of chase, and is
often mentioned in royal grants giving liberty to inclose forest land and licence to hunt there
(extracts from several such grants will be found in the Zoologist for 1878, p. 251, and 1880, p.
251). Nor was it for diversion alone that the wild cat was hunted. Its fur was much used as
trimming for dresses, and in this way was worn even by nuns at one time. Thus, in Archbishop
Corboyle's 'Canons,' anno 1127, it is ordained 'that no abbess or nun use more costly apparel than
such as is made of lambs' or cats' skins,' and as no other part of the animal but the skin was of
any use here, it grew into a proverb that 'You can have nothing of a cat but her skin.'

"The wild cat is believed to be now extinct, not only in England and Wales, but in a great
part of the south of Scotland. About five years ago a Scottish naturalist resident in Stirlingshire
(Mr. J. A. Harvie Brown) took a great deal of trouble, by means of printed circulars addressed to
the principal landowners throughout Scotland and the Isles, to ascertain the existing haunts of the
wild cat in that part of the United Kingdom. The result of his inquiries, embodying some very
interesting information, was published in the Zoologist for January, 1881. The replies which he
received indicated pretty clearly, although perhaps unexpectedly, that there are now no wild cats
in Scotland south of a line drawn from Oban on the west coast up the Brander Pass to Dalmally,
and thence following the borders of Perthshire to the junction of the three counties of Perth,
Forfar and Aberdeen, northward to Tomintoul, and so to the city of Inverness. We are assured
that it is only to the northward and westward of this line that the animal still keeps a footing in
suitable localities, finding its principal shelter in the great deer forests. Thus we see that the wild
cat  is  being  gradually  driven  northward  before  advancing  civilisation  and  the  increased
supervision of moors and forests. Just as the reindeer in the twelfth century was driven northward
from England and found its last home in Caithness, and as the wolf followed it a few centuries



later, so we may expect one day that the wild cat will come to be numbered amongst the 'extinct
British animals.'

"A recent writer in the new edition of the 'Encyclopædia Britannica' (art. Cat) expresses
the opinion that the wild cat still exists in Wales and in the north of England, but gives no proof
of its recent occurrence there. From time to time we see reports in the newspapers to the effect
that a wild cat has been shot or trapped in some out-of-the-way part of the country; but it usually
turns out to be a large example of the domestic cat, coloured like the wild form. It is remarkable
that when cats in England are allowed to return to a feral state, their offspring, in the course of
generations,  show a tendency to revert  to  the wild type  of  the country;  partly,  no doubt,  in
consequence  of  former  interbreeding  with  the  wild  species  when  the  latter  was  common
throughout all the wooded portions of the country, and partly because the light-coloured varieties
of  escaped cats,  being  more  readily seen and destroyed,  are  gradually eliminated,  while  the
darker wild type is perpetuated. The great increase in size observable in the offspring of escaped
domestic cats is no doubt due to continuous living on freshly-killed, warm-blooded animals, and
to the greater use of the muscles which their new mode of life requires. In this way I think we
may account for the size and appearance of the so-called 'wild cats' which are from time to time
reported south of the Tweed.

"Perhaps  the  last  genuine  wild  cat  seen  in  England  was  the  one  shot  by  Lord
Ravensworth at Eslington, Northumberland, in 1853;[A] although so recently as March, 1883, a
cat was shot in Bullington Wood, Lincolnshire, which in point of size, colour, and markings was
said to be quite indistinguishable from the wild Felis catus. Bullington Wood is one of an almost
continuous chain of great woodlands, extending from Mid-Lincolnshire to near Peterborough.
Much of the district has never been preserved for game, and keepers are few and far between;
hence the wild animals have enjoyed an almost complete immunity from persecution. Cats are
known to have bred in these woods in a wild state for generations, and there is no improbability
that the cat in question may have descended directly from the old British wild cat. Under all the
circumstances,  however,  it  seems  more  likely  to  be  a  case  of  reversion  under  favourable
conditions from the domestic to the wild type.

"In Ireland, strange to say, notwithstanding reports to the contrary, all endeavours to find
a genuine wild cat have failed, the so-called 'wild cat' of the natives proving to be the 'marten
cat,' a very different animal.

"We thus come back to the question with which we started, namely, the question of origin
of the domestic cat; and the conclusion, I think, at which we must arrive is, that although Felis
catus has contributed to the formation of the existing race of domestic cats, it is not the sole
ancestor. Several wild species of Egyptian and Indian origin having been ages ago reclaimed, the
interbreeding of their offspring and crossing with other wild species in the countries to which
they have been at various times exported, has resulted in the gradual production of the many
varieties, so different in shape and colour, with which we are now familiar."

Before quitting the subject, I would point to the fact that when the domestic cat takes to
the woods and becomes wild, it becomes much larger, stronger, and changes in colour; and there
can be little doubt that during the centuries of the existence of the cat in England there must have
been numberless crosses and intercrosses, both with regard to the males of the domestic cat as
with wild females, and vice versâ; yet the curious fact remains that the wild cat still retains its



peculiar  colouring and form, as is shown by the skins preserved in the British Museum and
elsewhere.

Mr.  Darwin,  in  his  "Voyage  of  the  Beagle,"  1845 (p.  120),  in  his  notes  of  the  first
colonists of La Plata,  A.D. 1535, says, among other animals that he saw was "the common cat
altered into a large and fierce animal, inhabiting the rocky hills," etc.

Another point on which I wish to give my impressions is the act of the cat in what is
termed "sharpening its claws." Mr. Darwin notes certain trees where the jaguars "sharpen their
claws," and mentions the scars were of different ages; he also thought they did this "to tear off
the horny points." This, I believe, is the received opinion among naturalists; but I differ entirely
from this view of the practice. It is a fact, however, and worthy of notice, that all cats do so, even
the domestic cat. I had one of the legs of a kitchen table entirely torn to pieces by my cats; and
after  much  observation  I  came  to  the  conclusion  that  it  has  nothing  whatever  to  do  with
sharpening the claws, but is done to stretch the muscles and tendons of the feet so that they work
readily and strongly, as the retraction of the claws for lengthened periods must tend to contract
the tendons used for the purpose of extending or retracting; therefore the cats fix the points of
their claws in something soft, and bear downwards with the whole weight of the body, simply to
stretch and, by use, to strengthen the ligatures that pull the claws forward. It is also to be noted
that  even the domestic  cat  goes  to  one particular  place or tree to  insert  the claws and drag
forward the muscles—perhaps even in the leather of an arm-chair, a costly practice. Why one
object is always selected is that they may not betray their presence by numerous marks in the
neighbourhood, if wild, to other animals or their enemies. I have mentioned this to my brother,
John Jenner Weir, F.L.S., and he concurs with me throughout.

I find in Strutt's "Sports and Pastimes" that of the names applied to companies of animals
in the Middle Ages, several are still in use, though many have become obsolete; and also a few
of the beasts have ceased to exist in a wild state. Some were very curious, such as a  skulk of
foxes, a cete of badgers, a huske or down of hares, a nest of rabbits, and a clowder of cats, and a
kindle of young cats. Now cats are said to kitten, and rabbits kindle.

The following shows the value of the cat nearly a thousand years ago; it is to be found in
Bewick's "Quadrupeds": "In the time of Hoel the Good, King of Wales, who died in the year
948, laws were made as well to preserve as to fix the different prices of animals; among which
the cat is included, as being at that period of great importance, on account of its scarcity and
utility.

"The price of a kitten, before it could see, was fixed at one penny; till proof could be
given of its having caught a mouse, twopence; after which it was rated at fourpence, which was a
great sum in those days, when the value of specie was extremely high. It was likewise required
that it should be perfect in its sense of hearing and seeing, should be a good mouser, have its
claws whole, and, if a female, be a careful nurse. If it failed in any of these good qualities, the
seller was to forfeit to the buyer a third part of its value. If any one should steal or kill a cat that
guarded the Prince's granary, he was either to forfeit a milch ewe, her fleece and lamb, or as
much wheat as when poured on the cat suspended by its feet (its head touching the floor), would
form a heap high enough to cover the tip  of the former."  Bewick remarks:  "Hence we may
conclude that cats were not originally natives of these islands, and from the great care taken to
improve the breed of this prolific creature, we may suppose were but little known at that period."



I  scarcely  think  this  the  right  conclusion,  the  English  wild  cat  being  anatomically
different. In Hone's popular works it is stated that "Cats are supposed to have been brought into
England from the island of Cyprus by some foreign merchants, who came hither for tin." Mr.
Hone further says: "Wild cats were kept by our ancient kings for hunting. The officers who had
charge of these cats seem to have had appointments of equal consequence with the masters of the
king's hounds; they were called Catatores."

Beaumont and Fletcher in The Scornful Lady allude to the hunting of cats in the line,

"Bring out the cat-hounds, I'll make you take a tree."

But although large and ferocious, the wild cat was not considered a match for some of the
lesser animals, for in Salmon's "English Physician," 1693, we read that "The weasel is an enemy
to  ravens,  crows,  and  cats,  and  although  cats  may  sometimes  set  upon  them,  yet  they  can
scarcely overcome them."

Nevertheless, we find in Daniel's "Rural Sports," 1813, that "Wild cats formerly were an
object of sport to huntsmen. Thus, Gerard Camvile, 6 John, had special licence to hunt the hare,
fox, and wild cat, throughout all the King's  forests; and 23 Henry III., Earl Warren, by giving
Simon de Pierpont a goshawk, obtained leave to hunt the buck, doe, hart, hind, hare, fox, goat,
cat, or any other wild beast, in certain lands of Simon's. But it was not for diversion alone that
this animal was pursued; for the skin was much used by the nuns in their habits, as a fur."

Still  it  appears  from Mr.  Charles  Darwin's  "Voyage  of  the Beagle,"  that  tastes  vary.
"Doctor Shaw was laughed at for stating the flesh of the lion is in great esteem, having no small
affinity with veal, both in the colour, taste, and flavour. Such certainly is the case with the puma.
The Guachos differ in their opinion whether the jaguar is good eating; but were unanimous in
saying the cat is excellent."

It is also stated that the Chinese fatten and eat cats with considerable relish; but of this I
can obtain no reliable  information,  some of my friends from China not having heard of the
custom, if such it is.

Again referring to the skin of the cat, vide Strutt: "In the thirty-seventh year of the reign
of Edward III., it was decreed, after enumerating the various kinds of cloth that were to be worn
by the nobles,  knights,  dames,  and others,  that (Article  2)  tradesmen,  artificers,  and men in
office, called yeomen, their wives and children, shall wear no kind of furs excepting those of
lambs, of rabbits, of cats, and of foxes." Further: "No man, unless he be possessed of the yearly
value of forty shillings, shall wear any furs but black and white lambs' skins." Lambs' and cats'
skins were equivalent in value and order.

In the twenty-second year of this monarch's reign, all the former statutes "against excess
in apparel" were repealed.

My old friend Fairholt, in his useful work on costume, says of the Middle Ages: "The
peasants wore cat skins, badger skins, etc."

One of the reasons why the skin of cats  was used on cloaks and other garments  for
trimming, being that it showed humility in dress, and not by way of affectation or vanity, but for
warmth and comfort, it being of the lowest value of any, with the exception of lambs' skin and



badgers'; and adopted by some priests as well as nuns, when wishing to impress others with their
deep sense of humility in all things, even to their wearing-apparel. The proof of which Strutt's
"Habits of the Anglo-Normans," circâ twelfth century, fully illustrates:

"William of Malmesbury, speaking of Wulfstan, Bishop of Worcester, assures us that he
avoided all appearance of pride and ostentation in his dress, and though he was very wealthy, he
never used any furs finer than lambs' skin for the lining of his garments. Being blamed for such
needless humility by Geoffrey, Bishop of Constans, who told him that 'He not only could afford,
but even ought to wear those of sables, of beavers, or of foxes,' he replied: 'It may indeed be
proper for you politicians, skilful in the affairs of the world, to adorn yourselves in the skins of
such cunning animals; but for me, who am a plain man, and not subject to change my opinion,
the skins of lambs are quite sufficient.' 'If,' returned his opponent, 'the finer furs are unpleasant,
you might at least make use of those of the cat.' 'Believe me,' answered the facetious prelate, 'the
lamb of God is much oftener sung in the Church than the cat of God.'  This witty retort  put
Geoffrey to the blush, and threw the whole company into a violent fit of laughter."

Of a  very different  character  was  the  usage  of  the  cat  at  clerical  festivals.  In  Mill's
"History of the Crusades," one reads with some degree of horror that "In the Middle Ages the cat
was a very important personage in religious festivals. At Aix, in Provence, on the festival of the
Corpus Christi, the finest he-cat of the country, wrapped like a child in swaddling clothes, was
exhibited in a magnificent shrine to public admiration. Every knee was bent, every hand strewed
flowers or poured incense; and pussy was treated in all respects as the god of the day. On the
festival, however, of St. John (June 24), the poor cat's fate was reversed. A number of cats were
put in a wicker basket, and thrown alive into the midst of a large fire, kindled in the public
square by the bishop and his clergy. Hymns and anthems were sung, and processions were made
by the priests and people in honour of the sacrifice."

While the foregoing was about being printed, Mr. Edward Hamilton, M.D., writing to
The Field,  May 11th,  1889, gives information  of a wild cat  being shot in  Inverness-shire.  I
therefore insert the paragraph, as every record of so scarce an animal is of importance and value,
especially when it is descriptive. He states: "A fine specimen of the wild cat (Felis sylvestris)
was sent to me on May 3rd, trapped in Inverness-shire on the Ben Nevis range. It was too much
decomposed to exhibit. Its dimensions were: from nose to base of tail, 1 foot 11 inches; length of
tail, 1 foot; height at shoulder, 1 foot 2 inches; the length of small intestine, 1 foot 8½ inches;
and the large intestine, 1 foot 1 inch." It will be seen by these measurements that the animal was
not  so  large  as  some that  have  been  taken,  though excelling  in  size  many of  the  domestic
varieties.



The End



If you enjoyed reading this book, then share it with your friends and If you'd like to read more
great titles like this one visit:
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